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In Foods
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WASHINGTON — The Food and
Drug Administratiop has announced
a “priority program” to cut down
levels of lead in chnned baby and
infant food. FDA sald this past week
it wonld- also (el fhe industry that
“some adult cannéd ‘foods show *un.
desirable high* legd content over the
Iong term.

The apeucy anfaunced results of 8
suevey of 2,900
cnt fonds produg

cd) baby foods, or-
the highest mean
canned juice have
were, applejuice,

Industry hds told the FDA that
lead levels §s canned juice have
dropped sinc§ the survey was made
and are now fbout half of what they
were durinpf 1973, the agency re-
ported.

“The overfll results of the survey
indicated tha§ heavy metals in fonds
dn not pnse §azard to the American
peaple,” the FDA sajd, “though total
Jead intake fa children who ingest
lead [rom sdurces other than faod
conld repregrnt a pofential prob-
fem.” . :

Children tfnd to absord more
lead from fdod than do adults, f*
explained.

Lead in cgned fonds could come
from the sold fr or other metal in the
can. . .

The Natiofal Canners Assoc. and
the Can Mansfacturers Assoc. issued
a .ctatemenl:aying they belfeve the

industry is Jcontinuing to make sub-
stantial prgrress’” programs to re-
duce lead frvels. :

FDA said its priority program,wiit
be aimed at rgducinz still fufther
lead concentrations in baby and in.
fant fond, and also at fowering lcad
Jevels in canncd foods intended for
adults but frequently eaten by chil
dren:

“Jn addition, the apency will in-
form industry that the current Jead
levels in some adult canned fonds
are undesirably high fromt a long-
rzm public health perspective,” it
added.

[New Léad-Disease Data Spur U.S. to Ask
‘Smelters to Ti%l}gen Controls on Exposure
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The bill goes to the Senate. .

By JAMES C. HYATT
Siaft Reporter of THE WALL STESEY JOUANAL

SHINGTON--Alarmed by new reports
to{(lead disease ymong workers in Indlanapo-
s cials asked the lead-smelting

industry to tighten measures to control ex-
posures. .
Researchers are particularly concerned
y evid geesting that employers may
be treating fead discase with drugs that re-
duce the blnod's tead fevels as an alterna-
tive to providing xdt-q{m(c cantrols of fead In
the atr,

Routine use of such chemicals to controt
blond lead levels "'lan'l & proper use of the
drugs,” declared Dr. Jack Butier, an officia?
of the National Institute for Occupational
Safety and Healfh. He aajd the treatments
have side effecty inrluding kidney damage.
“We'd be concerped with the possibliity that
anyhody would hr' using the drug in order to
nol carry out the proper environmental con-
trols,” he added.

The Labor Qepartment’'s Occupational
Satety and Health Administration last Octo-
ber propased & ngw job-safety standard that
would halve the ipermissible lead exposure
level, currently micrograms of lead in
ench cubic meter rl air, sveraged aver efght

hours,

New Guidelines

Although the new standard is still pend-
ing and public hearings haven't yel been
conducted, the drpartment over the werk.
‘Fond Issued new guidefinca for emplovers
using lead to (ollow until permanent regufa.
tions are lasued,

The guidelines essentially adopt the mon-
itoring, medical surveilinnce and sanitation
provisions of the proposed lead standard but
aren't legally binding. Nonetheless, Dr. Mor-
ton Corn, Assistant Secretary of Labor for
safety and heaith. mldj the z:lldﬂi}les wil

Quemetco plant ranged from 390 micro-
grams (0 11470 micrograms, both far ex-
ceeding the 200-microgram limit.

‘The two concerns were ordered to abate
the hazard, but the Labor Department has
continued to extend the deadline for reduc-
ng 'lead levels in the &tlr. "The latest sudy
spurred the new inspection of the plants
next month. .

The {ederal agencies acted after recelve
Ing topprts of studies made earlier this
month An 198 hourly workers at the two

planix n team from the Mount Sinai
Schaol Medicine's  Environmental
Sciences Labaratory In New York. The tests

had been fequested by officials of the United
Steelworkdrs union, which represents the
workers,
Dr. Irging Selikolf, the lab’s director,
said the jests are showing "a significant
number of high blood fead™ levels and that
33 of the Yorkers so fac haic heen notified
and told lo seck medical attention,
He sald many of the warkers had & his-
tory of lead colic, or abdominal pain *rather
characteriatic of lead poisaning.” and that
the researchers also found nnemia and dam-
age tn the nerves and kidneys.
The kidney damage particularly worrfed
the researchers, he said, berause it ¢an be
related to “improper use’” of chemical blood
therapy to reduce blond lend levels, The
tr called 1atl uses certaln
chemicals thal react with the lead and allow
it to be excreled.
Hintory of Therapy
“We found that 71 of the workers had &
histary of having had chelation therapy.™
Dr. Selikoff xald. “Some were on it at the
time we saw them." N
Hin emphasized that chelalion is consld-
ercd proper as a wmeans of treating acute
leagd polsoning. The problem Ix that the use
of

give employers *‘more jled & an
10 the protective measures necded to pre.
vent lead poisaning {n workers.™

His agency has inxpected the two Indian-
apolis secondary smeiting plants where the
new evidence was incoversd and is monitor-
ing “the progress of both in implementing
feasible  engineering  and  wark-practice
controls to reduce workpiace levels nf fead,”
he said. Both plants will be reinspocted tn
March,

Oneo of the smelters Is operated by NL In-
dustries Inc. of New York: the other is
owned by Quemetco Inc., & unit of RER
Corp., Dallas,
Previm Efforts

The findings also ralse guestions about
previous Labar Department offarts to clean
tip the twn plantn. Both were previeusly tn-
apected in April 1873, Jeading to Labor De-
partment citations for erfous violations of
§ I8t dard for per limits
of tead tn the alr, Measurementa at the in-
dustries plant in 1973 ranzed from 649 ml-
crograms fo 38,800 micrograms, a departs

of chelation therapy for lone-lerm use, in
tiey of adequate controls of exposure, is in-
appropriate, There are many adverse el
fects assoclated with such long-term use.”
Dr. Sellkatf noted.

te said he dida't know whether such
treatment was widely used in the lead indus.
try and called it a “matter of very vigorous
di fon'* among 1 health experts.

“Dr. Selikoff said nfficinls of NL Indus.
tries had fitlle comment during the recent
tests. But he said Quemetco officials “of.
fered us all their data, their blood tests.
They are particularly anxious to learn as
much as we do from this 5o in the future
they have n clenn operation.” He sald it was
partirularly disturhing to tind “that a dis-
eane we've known for 100 years i atil} 30
very much with us” '

The Mount Sinal tenm didn't take any
measurements of lead exposurex at
plants, which refine scrap lead for sale as
Iend alloyn and oxiden. The NL Industries
tend plant emplayn 60 warkers and the Que-
metco plant employs 200,

ment official sald, and measutements al the




