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Perilous Particles
Tiny Asbestos Fibers
Pose a Health Threat
To Workers and Public

Long Exposure Can Result|
In Lung Disease Cancer

Industry Seeks Solutions

“The Bodies Are 1n the Street’

By BARRY NEWMAN

&taff Repo ier of THE WALL STRIET JOURNAL

NEW YORK—At Joseph Marino s gas ma
tlon on the fringe of Manhattan s Spanish Far
lem the proven method of cleaning an old
braks assembly goes llke this Pull off the
wheel aim an air hose at the exposed parts
and blow the dust out ¢

A cloud of brown dust invarlably fiies right
into the mechanics faces says Mr Marino'
But it doean t bother them  We got masks and
sverything Mr Marino "Tha guys
dony t use them What the hel

What the mechanics don t seem to know—'
Uke th da of other h is that the
brown dust {s dangerous Brake lininga are'
made of asbestos And {f a hanic breath
in encugh dust from ths worn owt lnings it'
could eventually kill him

The fethal quality of tiny indestructible as-
bistos fibera that lodge in the lung iz well
kriown Widsly puboized studies by Dr Irving
Belikoff of the Mount Sinal fichool of Madicine|
1sad him to predict that of the roughly 250 000
ashestos industry workers today about 85 000
will dis of pational cancer

In the next 10 o 15 years wes will enter the as-
bestos cancer era, says Dr Ssifkoff "This iy
one af the great disasters of our Hme i
for Others Too

The asbestos industry is wel! aware of the
problom and {s taking action to combat it
though criti¢a say the stepa arsn t as drastic as
the d dx But asbestos industry

| aw asbestoa sheets outside the room or mix

First Bearring Then Complicat .
.. Apbentosts beginag with X ray evidence ot]
iixe that found in Mr |Balley’s hingn
Ax the disease progresses, the lungs stitfen and
breathing becomes difficult, The heart has to
work harder and can become d. UTtd-
mately death may be caused by heart attack
or suffocation >
The mineral can alsp cause lung cancer—in
fact esbestos can caunse cancer just ahout any
placetnthebedylx,““ are how in
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depending on how It 8 added to the products

gested The ability of the gharp tiny particles
to penetrate the lung once breathed In jas pro-'
duged a high incidencs of cancer 1 the mem
brans surrounding the lung a disgass called
nmesothelioma In the general popuiace It
causes one In 10 000 deaths Of 633 asbasios
workers being studied by Dr Selikoft 32 have
dled of it ao far . %
The Mobil refinery whera Mr Balfley
works 1lixe all high heat factories in the cil and
hemical industries uses for insula
tion Mr Balley works with insulation workers
ingide the furnaces ripping out soft brick
There g agbestos and brick dust and a lot of
sulpbur too he mays We complalned about
the dust and dirt Nothlng is dons to keep it
down The fans make it worse and you cant
wet Jt because of the heat in the bricks The
company bought new respirators but under the
conditions they clog in 15 minutes
In the asbestos cuiting rooms he adds
{here arent any vacuum attachmenta on the
power sgws And when the inmulation workers

cement in a wheelbarrow anybody can get
the dust v

Company Dispgrees

Mobil disagrees with the dsscription of
working conditiong In responsa to a query the
company tssued this statement ‘We have no
problems at the Paulsboro retinery i
tha‘tsa of materials contpining asbestos We
use very litle of such material and what we
do s8¢ is used under strictly controllad condi
tona Recently the Occupational Bafety and
Heslth Admipistration carried out an extenslve
and thofough {nspection of the entire Paulsboro
rétinery No violations were found In the
plant s handling of asbestos materixis

Mr Balley's union the Oll Chemical and
AMomic W protesting that, Inepecti
8teven Wodka, a union health and saféty ape
claiist says little attention was paid to health
violations And he é:‘omphma that after a week
ot (| t t

workers arent ths only onss who might fall
prey to the lung cancers and other disenses
caused by the minerais {fritating fibers Its
Tikely that millions of workery in other indus
tries using’ asbestos fibers could be atfected as
weil as ordinary peopis who have come into
contact with in the at D

p e P hs
inexplicably ‘had ‘me kicked out of the plant
Mobll  declines comment on Mr Wodka s
chatge

Oil refineries are by no means the only
places whers asbestos turna up The versatils
substance is a fireproof bdinder and insutator in
th of prod ding such things as

]
Perhaps the most tragic fact is that tor
those who have already been sufficlently ox-
inp and of

use~} & new set
yesterday by the Department of Labor-are
meaningiasy It takes as many ax 40 years
atter the first exp for related|
diseases to aurface Controls [nstituted now will
indsed Have An effect but not for décades '

Harry Balley is one man who ian t likely to
find rauch solace In the new standards Mr
Balley lan ¢ an asbestos workér He s a brick
layer in a Moh{l Ol Corp refinery alongsids
the Delaware River in Paulyboro NJ He hds
been working at the plant for 33 years and
every year he has gons to the company medl
cal department for a chest X ray

“Phey never sald there was anything wrong
with me  says 64-year-0ld Mr Bailey and in
deed he has thua far developsd no outward
symptoms But a few months ago he and 18

other workers from the refinery wenf to Mount
Sinal for an examination and svery one of
them proved to have scarred lungs—s sign of

hestoat a 11 Tung disesne
(Mobi! has rafused to release hia medical rec
ords to the New York doctors Mr Balley says
The y declinea to t on the mat-

ter} |
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plasth hingles paper and pipes In most of
these the asbestos ts harmless o users But
Plegse Tumn {0 Page fT Column $

car pofie g threat to workers in the
tactories where the products are made
Until sfx months ago for instance ashestos
was belng used ms an antleak Ingredisnt in
Preatons antitreezs made by Union Carbide
Corp At a Carterest NJ plant run for Unfon
Carbide by General Arnerican Trafaportation
the asbestos would arrive in paper sacks
Workers would cut the bagy open with knives
and feed the powdery white asbestos into tanks
of antifreeze says James Irving & Hire and
safety engineer who has worked in the plant
for 22 ysare
Thay d wear face masks but no protective
clotiing Mr Irving says and the blowers in
the room where they worked would send the
dust out tp where others were ldng Then

When working in closed quartsrs he says his
men use drop cloths and fans but they don%t
weoar resplrators because they re too hot and
they dent work
Naverthelesa the federal Environmental
Protection Agency i3 preparing regulations ex
pocted to be announcad othiw summer that
would attempt to Lmposs controls.on air poliy
tion from demolition operations Thess could
include requirements for wettlng down the
work areas or the remaval of all asbestos be-
fore a building 13 toppied The technical prob-
lem of measuring dust leveta however could
tosa out the d gulati X
says James Krowder an englneer with the
HEPA # hazardous pollutants branch ¢
tting & d for asbest +
tlons at work sites has been similarly ditficult
tor the fledgling Occupation Safsty wnd Heakth

¥

they d plis up the bags outsids the building and
a crew would pick them up and throw them
onto the truck raistng a big cloud of dust

Asbestos was removed from the Prestons
formuta late last year Mr Irving says the
change took place after the Ol Chemical and
Atomic workers made an ismue of H. Unlon
Carbide denies that The dectsion says Herbert
T Hannigan the pany s techol ag
of auto products was based on marketing con
sideratdons and had nothing to do with
heaith

A ation s yearold Department of
Labor unit The reason Nobody knows how
much asbestos iy dang ‘The esbestos in
dustry led by Johns-Manville Corp the larg
est in the tield has fought for a standard allow
Ing five asbestos fibers per cuble centimeter of
air in the factories But the doctors at Mount
Sinai and elsewhere argue that the only true
sate lovel of asbestos polution would be zero.

A Four Year Delay
The government s decision yesterday was to
Impose a Ave-fiber average with a maximum
fon In the work area of 10 fibers per

Aghestos also can pose ta the ult
mate of certain p: Bitg of a3
bestos uged in tiltera for beverage making have
heen found in wine and bser for instence and
could bs dangerous if swallowed The use of
such filters {n beverage making seerus to have
been curulled bit knowledge of the hazard ap-
pears ¢0 have had little effect olsewhere aven
in medical circles Asbestos says a poon-to-be
published study is being used in aome hospt
tals as a filter for intraverousty fed liquids
giving the particles snd entry into the blood
stream
The uss of asbestos in freproof textiles is
common Once in a while asbestos fiber even
finds {ta way into ordinary fabrics Dr Willlam
Nicholson an essoclate of Dr Selioff at Mount.
Sinai has a girl a charcoal colored winter coat
with red trim hanging in one of hiz lahorato
ries Its one of more than 200000 imported

years ago Some of them are presumably still
being warm  Glve that coat & shake Dr
Nicholson and you get dust levels aa high as
in an asbestos factory

Asbestos workers In the constructon indus-
try are perhaps the most sensitive of all work
ers to the asbestos hazard It was the construc
tion Industry which uses two thirds of all aa
1 bestos products that was tha target of the first
wave of antiashestos pubHeity more than four
yeara ago At least four cities—New York Bos
ton Chicago and Philadelphia—have hanned

conts made with 8% asbestos fiber sold two | toTY

cubjc centimenter at any time In 1878 the new
regulations call for a more stringent two fiber
imit with the four year delay intended to give
the {ndustry & chance to control the problem
The industry says even a two-fiber limit
could hurt it economically J B Jobe Johns.
Manville s executive vice president sald wt
heatings in March that it would be soclally ir-
responsible 10 adopt such stringent regula
tions
The company operates the largest asbestos
tactory in the country at Manville NJ where,
according to a recent Mount Sinal study 40%
of the workers dle of asbestos relatsd cancer
Corrective steps being taken already Jobna
! int. are ad te to deal with
the problem without causing a cutback in the
plant s production the iifeblood of the Now
Jersey town of 15000 At lenst one aabestos fac
run by & PPG Industries and Corning
Glaps Works joint venturs in Tyler Texas
closed last Febtuary hecause of profitability
and concern over safety & spokesman says
Actually the curbing of asbestos contamina
tion Is more ah exerciss in good housekeeping
than capital expenditure White the cost of
atopping pollution at a power plant or smelter
might rm into the hundreds of mililons the
cost of cleaning up an asbestos operation would
he closer ta a 10th of that magnitude acoged
{ng to doctore engineers gad union offielals
Some of tha staples of such an opsration al
ready in use in many plants are compara

the spraying of

allogether Substitute materials ne‘betnx de
vetoped though thers s some queatlon belng
ralssd about their satety too

Afraid of a Chockup
Among construction workera outside the as-
bestos trades—virtually all of whom are ex
posed to aabestos whether they work with it dl
rectly or not—concern remains relatively low
Jacob Novak business manager of the Asbes
tos Workers Union local in New York says he
hes tried without success for instancs to in
duce a group of plasterers to hava checkups
Same of these peopls don ¢ want {o face a frep
Xray becauss theyre afraid of what they
might hear says Mr Novak a 43 year vet
eran of the aabsstos trades who had s nonma
lignant tumor removed from a lung las winter
Anxiety in the demolltion industry also
seems minimal We dont have a dust prod-
lem in demolition says Leonard Kapy vice
president of Wrecking Corp of America one of
the largest demolition companies in the coun
try 8¢me people think you can take down a
bullding without dust he aays with a laugh
As for ashestos Mr Kapy isnt worried I
xnow fellas who have laid asbestos plpe for
years and there s nothing wrong with them

tively closed plastic bags for mix
ing cement vacuwn attachments on powerg
saws drop cloths dust-suppressant
and battery-powered respirators that blow Hl
tered air into the user s face to ease dlacdm
fort
The new Labor Department standards do

Indeed call for many of these work-practice
rules But while they are unquestionably a
neaded step towsrd strict controls Dr Sellkott
says he 8130 says he remalns pessimistic

The potentlal for surveillance is remote he
says hecause of the small underfinanced
staifs of federal and state inspactors A survey
recently completed at Mount Sinal of 9 400 as
bestos workers around the country for in
stance showed that in 1970 and 1971 there was
only one dust count taken in asbestos plants tor
overy 20 000 man-days worked

And while he says he appreclatea the asbes-

tos Industry & expressed interest in solving the
problem Dr Sellkoft is hard pressod to ex
plain the continuing apathy among many work
ers and managers This Isnt just another
acare he says Some people want to see the
bodies in the street before they become con
cerned Unfortunately in this case the bodles,

are in the street




