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Subjects  PAPER RSAD BY DH. W. C. HUEPEY ON THE SUBJECT OF
OCCUPATIONAL CANCER BEFORE THE APEA

Doar Doctoer Woodyt

A paper entltled Preventlon gnd Control of Industrial Capcer was read

by Dr. W. C. Hueper, Chlaf, Rnvironmental Cancer Sectlon, Capcer Control
Branch, Bational lancer Institute, Bethasda, Md., befeore the Industrial
Hyglene Section and Subcommittee on Medical Care of the American Public
Health Association, The occasion wap the 76th Annual meeting of the
APHA and an audicence estlmated by the writer at 200 — 200 people were 1n
attendance at Talbot Hall, Mechanices Bullding, Boston, Massachusette at
2130 F.M,, Noveumber 11, 1948,

In his preliminary remarks, Ir. Husper indicated that research on the
atlology of cancer {ndicated a etrong llnk between environmert and cancer
incidence, Recent evidence has polnted out a definits correlation ve-
tween cancer lncllence and e>posures to ultra-violet radlaticn, asbestos,
banzol, certaln organic amines, paraffin oils, as well as heavy petroleum
dietillatas and degradatlon producte such as tars, cokes, and pltchee. He
then discussed an idenllized approach to the control of the problem which
would involve the followlpg points:

1) Evaluate the c&rcinogunicity'of suspected compounds and materials
through animal sxperimentation.

2) Investigate vital statisticu recorde for cases of cancer and
traca the ewploymen! hlstory of these individuals. In certain
instances 1t might be necasgary to employ Soclal Security records
to follow the employment of the iodividusl,

3) In case that the foregoing provides evidences polating to an un-
ugnal incidence of c¢ancer in a certaln industry, the plant rec-
ords of that industry will be Iinvestigated to determine what
activities and exposures within that industry produce the higher
incidences of cancer.

L) Medical diamgnostic procedures must be lmproved as a great many
casaa are helpg mimsed at the pregent time. Conslderable work
of thys type 1s belng dons in private laborastorles aud the
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5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

Public Health Servics im setting wp such a laboratory at
Guorgetown Univeralty, Washiusgton, D. C.

Initiate preventive weasorss as soon as poesible slnce the
identification of ths offending agent 1s not neceseary.

Industrinlly, the approach wonld be us follows!

a) Through technical control alm at the cowplete elimination
of the exposuras, or,

b) Mirimize the exposure by seeking improved industrisl ap-
paratus such as leak-proof equipment, closed systems, etc.

¢) Provids sultable personal protectivs equipment such na
glowas, doots, {mpervious clothing, etec. -

d) Provide adequate sanitury facilitles. Thls would require
an expannsion ol locker facilltles in most sxisting planta,

w) Instruct the workers in the proper use of the protectiva
meczeurss provided and tell them why their cooperation is
reculred.

) XYor certain opsratiens in industry the exposure may be
mirinlzed by the use of teamm, tralned to perform thelr
dutles with a minimum of expomure, and provided with special
salezuards,

Madical control programs miet be set up, not only for current
dlagnosis and treatmant, but aimed at followlng the worksr through-
out a latent perioed which nay extend for 15«20 ysars,

A governmantal factory inspection system would be set up to in-
sure tkat the foregeing regquirements are met.

Protection for worlcers in interstate cormmrce would he secured
by setting up atandards for containers and sultabdle warning
labels.

Roglatratlon and llcensing by s govarnment agency would be re-

quired for those factorles handling known carcinoguns,

Amandirg of pressni Jtats occupational dissass laws to provids
sultable compensatlon for occupational cancer and %o insurs the

‘industrial control of sxpouures.
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/ Clyds M. Berry,
Industrial Hyglenist
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