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Georgians,'Bamans

Sue Over Pollution

ATLANTA (UPl) — A group of
Georpla and Alabama residents have
25500 milfion lawsult agains the
Shetni€: Bp.. charging the (irm
“reskiesely” caused PCB potlution of the
Coosa River.

Tia clase action sult filed Monday on
behall of river property owners,
busiiesses and fishermen charges GE
“willfully, wantonly, negligently ofr
recklessly aliowed and caused PCB to be
releated Into & stream that leads directly
Into the Coosa River.”

nnmcaummmw
a5 & defendant because the flrm sold the
pollutant to GE.

Georgia officials two weeks ago haited
commercial fishing In the Coosa after
high levels of PCBe — polychiorinated
biphenyls — were found in fish caught
there. The ban later was extended to two
northwest Georgia tributaries of the

fiver.
A GE plant near Rome uses PCBe in the
of electric tr

- .

W.R. Buchanan, a plant official, said
PCBs were used to make many products
8t the plant a few years ago.

“Until 1972, there wese any number of
uses of PCB. 1t was used in lub:ication oil
that might have been disposed ¥ and ul-
timately found its way into the water
system,” he sald.

He said since the firm still uses PCBa, it
W & “natutal target” for lawsuits.

wuum C. Lanham, the Atianta at-

ting the river d
nld -lnce lhe fishing ban “the place is &
ghost town all up and down the river."

He sald some poor residents “literalty
depend on catching fish in the river just
o eat.”

The suit asks $300.000 In damages to
be distributed among as many as 1.000
people who may have been adversely
affected by the pollution.

Lanham sald he would attempt to
prove Monsanto did not fully inform GE
of the effects of PCBs.
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Suit Charges
River Polluted
By Utility

ATLANTA  (AP) -
Businessmen, property

owners and fishermen have
filed o $500 million lawsuit

:sd the A
n

charging (hal thédy polfuted
the Coosa River

The class lcuon suilt, filed
in U.S. District Court here
Mondey, ' charges General
Elevi'lrlc with pof |l:ﬂl; fish

umping chilorinated

’ henyls gﬂ’ inte a

tary of the river.

Monnnto Co: sold - the
chemical to General Elec.
tric, the suit says.

Two weeks sgo state of-
ficisls ordered a halt lo
commercial fishing In the
river becouse the (ish con-
taified tevets of PCBs above
the limit recommended for
human consumption. by the
federal Food¥, spd ,Drug
Administration’

EA ll dullun for General
lectric deyi rm
was responsil :)’:r ‘&l(‘
contamination.
Buchanan,: vunl
employe and
relnllom vald lhl cluse
(‘ea:% Electrie still . um
is a. "najyral ta
for unypnl" who \umno Ile

sult

The llo of PCBs has been
restricted in recent years,
but - -ma. there were
any humber of uses of PCB."

Bu n said, "It was used

in 1 \(n: ol} that might

have isposed of and

:A,I,!eimut‘ (qvnd ila way into
system

‘f ” y . Lanham, an

Atlaals, quof represen:
ﬂna ntiffs who are
from bo Gtor[lu and

_Alabampp, snid he will at.

tempt tg pl‘ovl that Monsanto
did not‘lyll"y Inform General
El-clrk\ the dangers of

CB. 1

PCRa, are used. in the
many/adture of, egironic
conppnepls nnd.mn ‘cause
skin eruptions, o eye
duch-ru.,.m elling M
eyelids.
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