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Dr. Donald H. O'Rourke,
824 Lenublic Building,
TDenver, Coloraco.

Tear Dr. O curie:

N : oc*ved your lcites sné inasmuch as I shall be
gvay 1 time I haoten to ansver 1t at once. I should be
o

ver . : vere you, in erriving st any ccnclusion

that ' oplic atroxhy or any other nerve lesicon Lo any
tyre crponure Tto lended pusoliline. Lhe ract uf thc matter

o Than © & 1 never Lecen ng\MQPO?ted cagses of lead poli-
jage) T amony, the ilhousands of ,GW;QHU ¥wiio heve
Lean # leaded prasolipe ¢y commerclal methoeds cver the
pesi e vast wenly years. Ve have been TOok_ng for

cases of lead LSbOLPLLOF &nd/o: lead intorication durling the
SGniive period»o¢ che comercilal use of leaded b&sol*ne.‘ ¥e
have never seen a case of Lead intexication of any tind in

this conneciilcn, and uoreover we hwve uuvaer Tound svidence

that lead is absorbed in appreclable gquantity by persons who
nendle such gasoline, g parage mechanics or f;;Llr” station
attendants. ilte lead concentratlon in commercial gasollne is
3¢ Low .nac there iv no absorpiion of the lead compounds by

hie skin. Moreover, the vapors arising from oven contain:ru cf
ilgaded pasoOline contain oply the aost n“7ﬂﬂlf*P’ t traces of
ilead compounds In fact, 1 have never seen lead T~cﬁ5(3n~“g in
mwszaociatlion Wluﬂ any ol the varieties ol leaded gasoline until
In recent years under vwar condltions, certain extremely unusual
and severe cond;uions oi ¢xpogure have given rise to symptoms
and illness. The condiltions that have Leen reqguired to preoduce

tiiese symptcms have heen so severe and so totally unrelated to
commercial handling of gasocline that I sm quite convinced that
they could never be repeated under the normal conditions of
commercial handling.

As to optlc atrophy no case has arisen as yet in connection with
“asoling handlers that has even glven rise to this question.
Acuually the absorption of tetraethyl lead even In the manufacture
of the product has never given rise to peripheral neuritis. Ve
have never seen a case of paralysis, nor have we ever seen
retinitis, retrobulber “eu“”tiu, nor optic atrophy. From pre-
sent clinical indications the behavior of tetraethyl lead is
sufflciently different {rom that of the inorganic lead compounds
that neuritis 1s not & lesion to be expected. Do not ask me why
this is true, for I do not know. However, it 1s a fact.

- For the above reasons i I vere you, I would look for some other
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cause for the optic atrophy. It 1ls of course conceivable that

1t could come about &s the result of undue and prolonged exposure
to gasoline vapors. However, I have never seen 1t 1in this
connection, and I belleve that there are nc recorded cases In
medical literature. Accordingly, I belleve you will have to look

for scme other factor than leaded gascline for the explanation of
the lcsion in this men.

Cordially yours,

Tobert A. Kehoes M« D .
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