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OMC won’t fund PCB cleamng of lake

B T vETERSON Y2

cml-rl Marine Corp. will not contribute any funding to,
brut will cobperate with, 2 project aimed a1 easing the threat
to Lake Michigan of contamination from PCB

with the aWeged PCB accumulation In 3 drainage ditch on
bht morth side of our p
“"Alter careful m*u tien we have concluded that the
PA ls best-suited to proceed with the proposed actions.
ndicated (o themn ihat we will cooperate !uliyvuh thelr

poilution in the North Ditch, offi gan-bes:
firmm decided Wednesday aieragon.
ne decision drew harsh criticism from the US.
Protection Ageacy and the Lake Michigan

lht EPA has the authmy, nmln’m very llhly the
responsibility to resoive dentified a5 an
environmental probiem 'Mch originated bclme the
tawg

- Mrﬁh. & Chicago-based 8

John McGuire, regional director for the u S. EPA said

urgewt = necessary \o prevemt a of “great
qn-mun" of PCBs iato the lake next spnu. The ditch and

Harboe have been identified as the worst site in
u. U.S. for PCBs (polycholorinaced biphenyls), a highly
‘oxic chemical that kas been provew (o cause cancer and

ive failures im lsboralory animats. Humans hav'
bwanulu—d 10 eat 20 more (han one meal weekly of large
Tish trom the iake,

McGuire last Friday. in 3 move separale from ihe ongoing
lwsuits over the PCB pollution, propesed a North Ditch
project be started immedisiely and asked OMC to acoept
mp-sibimy for the work. He indicated that if OMC would

ot ScoMpt respomsibikty (he LS. EPA, working with the
US. Costt Guard,

he PCB
$itualion seems uhﬁdlmmmmmun'
Asked how OMC intended to cooperats. Hugh Thomas,
OMC semior counsel, said, “We will give the EPA Tl sccess
0 the diich at reasonadle lunu and muke availadle 1he
wudies we have conducted.

"Allkkpo(mth('uldhlhum totat of our
<cooperation,” be added, saying no lwoding wouid De
provided. *We are willing (0 tatk further’, for some type of
solution to the harbor and the ditch. mehrtarlu-pannl
the EPA’s custent considerations.”

lnwr‘mnimmumanymn
rupmsuhus, including Monsanto =
wnd boek the Winces nd UL, EPhs. v‘w"humas
“Monsanio invenied. manufactured amd was the sofe
swpmv of the hydvaulic fuid thal contained the Pcln my
on severst sccasions (0 identdy what ig in K. OMC
ns ™ot p-rchleﬂ 1he fluid since 1971.
The OMC decision drew immediaie sad harsh criticism

from the Lake Michigan Federation. Brad Marion, assistant
federation director, said, “'It is certainly disappowting that
OMC officials 4o hot fevi Ibey are in 3 position to exhibit the
enyironments) consciousness that they have been ing
lor 3o long. nu indicales their resl environmental

Mdalul-umudm.lhﬂunulh;mmy
wiy out."” Marion sal
Recent siudies hm ‘shown that gver 49 pounds of PCBS
muu-uuouummuw:lm::'em:‘pnu
unless prevestive measures are quickly aken, Marl
The dited is estimated (0 contain two cillion poueds of the
mlkmhl

had indicated 1hat the U.S. EPA cowid secure

lumvulmcnneurllhw:um-dm:cm

Act which

discharged te mavigable waters ihal could
present a substantial denger 1o public hashh.
Several .mnuum are idu mluw‘ »y EPA

most nkdy would iavoive the hn-lhnn I a system of
culveris and coffer dams. aleng wi !rwu-mer

ve already pu
pounds of PCBs into Lake Michigan and here hed the
wpuunuy to, with minimum effort, remove & few hundred

pounds.
“His enpecully iromic vhay OMC, which mukes lits profits
selling mnlmm OMOTS 10 sportsmen, contineet a Calisus

sufficient w enviornmental needs.” said McGuire.
'T\eclua"aurmomiumlmyumm
potlution, But there is no authority o clesn up mm;
contaminanis. We are hopeful thal HB 4568 mow before
Congress. will allow us 0 prwna with 3 cleanup and assess
charges to those responsi

rooe,
an npecl further ﬂ:lmﬂhﬂst efforts from OMC, despite

10 prevent
which are high in PCBs, the lake water.

Cuiverts would carry the surface water rusoft 1o &
reiention powd, while the coifer dams would hmit the
contaminated PCB-iaden sediments within the ditch.

The 'mm is estimated to cost $480.008 3nd is projected
for completion by March 1, 1988

IRG-M said the U.S. EPA will proceed with the North
Ditch project. Final engincering reports sre expected back
7 he added. "with consiructon

Vemummmutryuuwmmllmwk"
MoGuire concluded.




