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b4 A fatal eimee? ot the ch.Jl‘
;nd abdominsi ca\'i“.zs.:‘.x
tropping up amozgz the Ny
tloa’s asbettos workers -
v So rare that 20 yezrs scotit
wisn's even {n the medizal
fextbooks, the cazcer is called
Tesothelora, 3ad seams o
Joost pecullar to people e;
posed 10 ashestns.’ -
¢, But oddly, & c.e 'm‘!csen
ith the desdly dizeaze io-
c'nde a2 Dpurse t—hosa fataer
‘worked in ap 20 =sios ‘ziaat
‘g2d x man wko -::..‘.'ed as-
Yestas for 2o ootz than A
meoath wmle ke raulated the
letndiss in bis o bowse. ¢
& A:z-'a::.::t::: the disczse

jeety might ecome noze 190
jscon. Mors than  -2iltion tons
tol asbestos is ¢, -1:ed anzu-

‘2lly theze-davs . U2 L’"'ted
States, with more t2an 32
sparate ©iIes bv" naorvd
v the SGeer - are 3t
<2382 100,000 nbes.n.. workers

the Uaitsd Siates, mole
~An-hil? of whem &d aal
bezin rcr‘.:‘:.; =ity asvesica)
watil 10 ety Iv.. - .
In ter==3s of "z :.'r-‘cr ol
;persons inetlysd, the apparent!

‘asbestos peri. =27 be ev:nl
!zrcncr than it pesed by!
uranivm | me f.ast May,
Labor Seore’ L Wiltsrd:
Wirtz estah the Orst
Federal gadu.:. indls tot!
underarouac tuwTinud minedy
Jetlusring dis i,y that an.
cst!mated 113 wmoa had died!

Irom lung cances 0 a ining!
pooulatioa gever algher r.."uno
20, R

\Teaathc‘llr" e :nol~
Mzhied in V 4 3 Samlll
Adnesn dne .3 T ocares
;tionn WMe ;o Uving and;
wizking in . me ad Gond)
WJizre  aster T e
same dictee 3oy 3
rore ¢axces i iie nex {wd,
years, . . o
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But n three separate stud-
*ies ta the oSt Wiree rears, deo
tory S3ve nrmed up T1 cases.
Ot‘.'.‘.'.','. 11 of LSom appeared %0
Bave had no resl egpose to
;ashesies, 2ut the other €0
‘eitkes wurhed with sshestos,
.hsed with people whe did or

Sived in peighborhoocds whare
t.‘\e air was heavilyasdea with
“asbestes duse, -

- “The first American stwdr
“was one Tun in 195¢ by Dr.
Iredng J. Selikoff of New
York's Mount Sinat Hospital
Tracing the lives of &2 New
YoTk srea members of the;
ks'.es*.cs -\'ome-: Cxion w‘»o-

tvarz ¢n the udlon -ol‘ before’
JZa. 1. 1923, B, Selixold {ound
cthat 235 ¢! hem kad died by, ¢
Jan 1, i953.

Scme cf what he found did
not surprice him For examole,
12 of ke 233 dled of astes
teels, a lonasknown but de-

reasingly fata) (duz %o zad-
tiotiosy dizcare Treught oo &7
years ¢f brearling o asbesios
dust. .

But Dr, Setiko# ziso fowmd
thit 43 of the men nad dlad
ol laog caneer. 3 Tate 6.5 Umer
higher than that (n the zor
-mal  adull male populatizs

at

Even mors wprisiny, bhe
devad five deaths due 20

‘mesotbetioma,

Dr. Selikoi! then isunched

2 follem-on study ol 207 coc-
secu:w: deaths among 22
tos {nsulation <woriem
s throunkous the whsie Noarthe
ceast, Again, o his rurprice, he
tarzed up 10 dczt"" dua 2

E'Otheﬂoﬂ'a [L Y :
o Abeut the samma tims, thel
Peansyivznia Sixte Depatii !
=23t of leaith began 3 bt.’:d'
study 15 find how mesoida
liomma mizht be affesting thal
more

.

tan £000 achesies werkl
emy reaitered shous Lie s1ata,
Th2 Teopamment sent quas:
anzalirzrs <0 162 hosnitals :n
shuthcasiern part of 2
e asi:inz the hespitals ‘.o
t a3} mesotheliomas diag.,
'i vetween 1338 and 193.
3¢z came 12 documented’
c2ses of \he discase, only 11 off
hizh cnuld pot be riczd lo
AShrSiOs exXpOSLTY, !
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Ten vietlms of the disease®
durned out o be men who.
worked in  ashestos :s‘lar':.
Eight wers penple who lived]
cca‘ 2chestos pianiy most oti
Sheir lves. Thres wers mem-
tess of famities ahe had ena’
or mote andettos.wocker mem:;
bers—a 2vearoid gicl w'wse,
*fahe War 13 asbesion e'\n
ginges, 2 ourte whige farke
had workrd o7 33 yeams m m.
asbestes ..u‘...md a..woman'

'y - PRI e I

‘vr:.:a 1¥0 sens wWho “wotied as
;as..cs.os imrulators n a "b
.yard. .

! Of 10 dearhs tha. scemed,
ito have odly 2 “guestionatic”;
‘earmectinn with 2sbestos ex-:
;sosu:‘s. *xo Tatned out W be'

3l=net bizarse, One was z.
Seatits che-seraze.-. who wori.!
led 3imost Ddis entire life
;s.rcu.d a lasze bci}er cov.
ered with asbestos msulation
jthat Naked off a: the tpuch,:
‘Anotmer was 2 worker i aq
sbremery, whees bees s
'xc-cd throueh  puip  fiters;
~mzr‘e nssensially ol cotlon!

£her and asbhesics,

The most eravincing study.
is the “mocs TaCen: ane—cgn.
ducted by a team of docters?
working out eof MNiddiesex
:Gazeral Yosplital o New:
.an-.vic‘c. NJI., 2 few -n!lcs'
itts;m the catioc's largest “’;
pesios -‘a:zt. one i2at cn*plo\'s,
18600 wo'\:‘-r:.

I2 the past three seats, nol
f{fawer than 19 cases of meso-)
[thelioma passed thmugh Mid!
idlerex Ccnc'al. Oniy two of)
ithe 17 =re smot wackers at:
r:ca.':v astextos olant.!
2e a worman wha anpareatiy!
naled asbestos dust in jaun.:
d rrz Zev bushand'ys  wwork
cisthes, ths second a2 xpine
s'e:. whe Mved onre Mock
i-& the plaat

: .‘. selatively "nea™ discase,
‘mesothelioma !s alse one of
jile mest diffisult disexses 0
con{.:n. moderz medicine.

It Is alimost !mpossible
itreat Midllesex Gemermal's
Maxwell 2arow says
‘the "most poleat
‘dress have B
About all that radiation treat.
ments do, he say3, s remove)
sorcs of the fluid that duilds,
up ia the ‘un s {ram the d..»,
£ase,
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-.*"The. dlscase 15 100 nper cent
{atal " Dr. Borow states, “and
casually takes less than a year
afier diagnosis .to - rua its
course.”

. Nobedy k'nows why it attacks
$0Ie 25bestos workers and nat
tothers, or why some victims nf
.the disezxse gel it after an 2-
parenily mild exposure %0 3s-
bestos. The University of Mich.
igan School of Medicine cites
:one case of & man who was ex-
-poscd to ashasias for about a
month while he {nsulated his
house. Six yours later, he was
dead of mesothelioma,

Even the nature of (he
discaze i3 litde undertstend.
While it s generally known
that the discase attacks the,
lining o the chest and ahda-?
mea, notody kxnows how 2
ge1s (here, :

When ashestes dust ix in-d
Yaied, thefibers. get wappes|
]m ihe .nugs. wherc t.‘zey farm™
taummy Ceposits, This explaing
ihow asbestosts gets started,
and perhaps even Jung cancer.
One theory is that the zummy
sydstanes  that bullds wp,
around “the | asbestos  {ibe:
iov}ggd in the lung can cause
caaces zisewhere in the body.
RBut how does it do 11?2 Nobedy
xnows.

Becaute it {s such 3 new and
Ifttle understood disease,
ciesolhelioma {3 elso ereating
some  serlous  soclal  and
ecchomic prodbiems.

No siate lists the dlseasa in
Jts  workmen  eompensatian
Aaws, 0 nodody afflicted with
1t can he pald dammages for hix’
alflietton. Even now, the fiost’
teet cases ars in the courss,
where ey may concelvably
sy for the next 8 to 10 yeare.

The f2ct that noboedy li-ows
Bow r=uch exposure to astes-
3 €30 dring on the disease
has created controversy. too.

. ost taws supulate that ase
bestcs workers be in an en-
vitonment where there is Qo
mors tthan (lve mittion par-
ticles of ashestos dust per one
“eubic foot of alr—a regulation

. that many in the abestos in.

.dustTy fought years to get ap
.pm\nd_
s Bur with mesothelioma, the
~d.1.:a>e mizht be brausht »a
lby vt:mst..c 10 a5 iittle =3 ane-
‘tenth one-hundredth  that
limed,

Desnite ohstacles like theee,
researcn 2ss begun in 2 h“.f".i
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A wotker epesates 2 braldsr 1o 2 Canadlaz zsbestos insgistion plant

2bout the gilmensn Maunt

members of the Aczbesics
Vorkers Union in metrepoli.
tan New York Ths Phliadels
pkia Jocal of the same unien
has staried 2 similiar poogram
with Hahreman Hosplial {o

LMiddlesex Generals Dr.
Borow saxs that he {3 !n tha
process af scilinz up a trovel.

ful of "placcs to {ind cus more’

Sinai's Dr. Sclike? is now cone
santly monitoring the 1500

gncover mere infarmocen ’

.

+o the discsse, He's doing {t-rriate

wity g $3300 granmt ftom cthe
Papermakerss Unlon, which
sepf2sents the ashestos work-
ers Ia the Neww Jessey plaat
Dr. Barewr sturdled,

It wasa’t easr getiing the
moncy. Dr. Borow wen) ¢
araanisatiocs tolore by ot it
—ingiuding the American Can.
cer Sacizly and the Publiz
Hleaith Senfee,

Sorce
merothatioma prablam ix lust
hezinning, “Since .the maliz-

inz exhihiz to bring attention mansies mow deingy reenznised

A et

dceiers  think  the

i an carlier time
peciad,” siates Do W, D. Nore
woad, of Richland, Wash.,

“the hoalth prodblem in the

{utusy may be very exteasive
and senisus.” .
acend, it may be irye. ‘as
many daciars think. that it
1skes £ years of exposture to
axheztos (0 Briaz en most
cases ol tha dizease. If this
is £9, savs Dr. Narmwvoed, “larze

eumbers of malignazeiss are

bezinnize 6 occur and will
suhetaniistlv Inesease in the

avar fuiure,”

| 344605

- e

0Z08GC78

..
.

.
7

..,.
KT
Y

ST

e s NN

:
o,
2
ey




