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EPA PROPOSED RULE MAKING ON LSE OF ASBESTOS FiBERS

1 attended the special meeting called by the American Paper Institute to parti-
cipate in their review of what action should be taken by this organization in
rasponse to the EPA proposed rules on asbestos and glass fiber use. aAttached
is a 1ist of those attending.

The meeting was split into two sessions, glass fiber and asbestos, with some
attending both. There appeared to be considerable concern about the statement
that very low diameter fiber glass was an unacceptable alternate for asbestos
(see proposed rule 60065, "Kealth Effects of Substitutes™). Johns-Manville and
Ovens Corning, as well as TIMA, were very upset about this and TIMA's consultant,
Clifford Scheckler, and OCF's John Vyverberg read us a rough draft that had been
prepared for the TIMA response. The gist of their position is that studies of
workers occupationally exposed to fibrous glass dust for up to 35 years have
shown no evidence of pulmonary disease attributable to the glass fiber. Their
second point was that the EPA does not have any legal authority to include a
regulation against the use of any glass fiber as a part of a specific rule
governing the use of asbestos. The two studies mentioned by EPA as their reason
for questioning low diameter fiber were performed by a method that could not be
relaged to occupational exposure, and the author specifically cautions ag2inst
directly extrapolating his results to man.

We were provided with a pamphlet, "Current Status of Health Aspects of Fibrous
Glass and Other Man-Made Mineral Fiber,” Medical Series Bulletin 20-79, Third
Revision, Industrial Health Foundation, 5231 Centre Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15232.
A copy of the abstract is attached. We also received copies of a pamphlet issuved
by TIMA, “Bealth Aspects of Fibrous Glass."” TIMA currently has underway a 54 MM
research program which is sponsoring studies at U. of Pittsburgh (statistics on
workers), los Alamos (animal studies) and Brookhaven National lLabs (mechanism for
glass fiber dissipation from the lung). .

OCF claims that glass fiber, unlike asbestos fiber, is dissipated from the lung
regardless of size. At the present time, only J-M manufactures "microfiber,”
which is less than 1.5 microns in diameter. 1 was surprised to learn that three
or four of the paper companies represented were using this type fiber with
cellulose to produce high quality filter papers. It was acknowledged that all
gas attenuated glass or wool refractory fibers contain a small proportion of
sub-micron diameter filaments. An epidemiological study of 15,000 eoplovees

GAF 113¢4




1
.

‘noTiteral wocl,

ln .regTess. 1o Zate, Vsl feal tietice
t ¢ SaT¢ 85 the zenerail N
The Consumer Produc:zs Saicty Commission did nct inviee. any refwrence to iavs
fider in their comparatle »repesed rogvliation. L wex reprrred that ITA was
avare of a letter sent to URHA by NIOSHE rhat stétes t.ore is no evidenice of a
health hazard from glass or refractory fibers. 7T.is is one reason wny the ple-rs
industry is so disturbed by the EPA's tactics t¢ i~velve them in 2n asbostos
reculation.  As now writien, the burden {2ils on tme Iiler producer te prove
ris product is a "safe'” a'ternate, eved ticuzh Thir ITA (un produce nd evidence
it is hazardous to man, 1T vas Tel: ~.wnded 1REY tLC coTranizs le€sve c€enirate
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The mezeting oo asbestos paner was Jur less vrounired.  The APL docs not Cave
memders that produce narers for the conidtructien fndustry.  AnT group respones,
therefore, will be lirited to 'enter-ndd zosketing paper ané specialty paners.
It was peinted out that two lzige gasxet raper s.onufacturers, Wicolet znd
Armstrong, were not rupri-znied. The APl s2id thev would coentact them.

API's main concern was '.ow they should respond to 3 letter received from the
Research Triangle Instirute which asks for considerable information concerning

the production and use ~f asbestos (s2e attached). API questions that they

conld furnish the infor~ation, even if it were submitted to them by the individual
companies for compilation, because of the highly proprietary nature of the data.
Tne number of producers nparticipating is relatively small and competitors might

be able to gain confidential informationewen from the consolidated figures. It
was decided to reconven: on January 17 to establish whether any group response

via API should be made. 1n the meantime, they will ask EPA how they will prexerve

confidenciality.

It is apparent to all tiacr the companies should first be assured by EPA that the
information submitted vcluntarily will be treated as proprietary. It is believed,
however, that this may n.t be entirely effctive hecause other government agencics
car acquire the data i: - tne EPA and their case could be upen for inspectium.
Would you please advitv -« if GAF would be willing to divulge to API any of the
information requested h» tie Research Triangle Tnstitute.

G A Gtz

P. S. Bettoli

PSB/ce -
Attachments
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Cavid Carleton

American Paper Institute
260 Madison Avenue

New York, New York 10016

Wina Plaia

roerican Paper Institute
260 Madison Avenuve

zw York, New York 10016

Joan Festa
2rerican Paper Institute

1619 Massachusetts Avenue, NW

Washington, D. C. 20036

L T ~ ,
BenJarfiin, Sukliyam (Fr:_‘ Crine
Crane & Corpany, Inc. O A

South and Main Strests™
Dalton, MA 01226

Roland Bernier

Dexter Corporation

C. H. Dexter Division

1 Elm Street

winésor Locks, Ct. 06096

Comnsel to AFT

Dumington, Bartholow & Miller

161 East 42nd Street
New York, New York 10017 °

M. G. Thomas

Fiber Process

P. 0. Box 1713 .
Chestnut Hill Road
Rochester, N. H. 03867

Philip Bettdli
GAF
114 Canal Road

South Bound Brock, N. J. 0BB8C

Timothy C. Saylor
Rammermill Papers Group
P. O. Box 1440

Erie, Pa. 16533

Paul Waliar
Kollir

>

112 Washington Street
Zast Walzole, 7 02032

1025 Commzzicet Aventz, I

Suite 214
Wishington, D. C. 20C26

Larry E. Carlson
Tatex Fiber Incustries

Seaver Falls, New York 13305

Robert F. Dressler C;r‘
Manning Paper Corpany

P. O. Box 328

Troy, N. Y. 12181

Sy Gellman

NCAST

260 Madison Avenue

New York, New York 10016

Ray Pfleger

NCASI

260 Madison hvenue

New York, New York 10016

John Vyverberg
Owens~Corning Fibarglas
717 Sth Avenue

New York, New York 10022

Frank L. Wardley
Quin-T Corporation
P. O. Box 308
Tilton, N. H. 03276

Douglas Meaker

Riegel Products Corporation

Delaware Avenue
Milford, N. J. 08848

Clifford L. Sheckler
TIMA Consultant
838 S. Drive

Metedeconk .
Brick Town, N. J. 08723

sorth & Vose Corpany
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Humen studies of fitrcus gizss worhers. occupstionally exposed to fidrous gluss
c¢ust for up 10 35 »cars. Rave shown KO pattern of chronie pumonary disexse
cugnocable by x-ray cr imgaired nulmensry functicn. no incrensed incicence of Zl:ural
reactions. &nd no evidence of pleurel malignarcies attridutadle to fibrous less
expasure. The only Crironsirsted diologic effects in man are these of t-w-sitory
mechanical irritétion of the skin and, infrequently, of upper respiretory tract

irritation.

All of the red.ca! research reporied to dete, has indicated no significant cteonic
heslth effects in mer a5 a result of exposure to fibrous glass.

Environmertal s1u2ies of worker exposures have shewn that sirborne fibrous glass
concentrations in ¢rCirary fidrous glass manufacturing and fabrication operations are
minimal.

Environmentel si.dies carried out in fabrication operations, utilizing the highly
specialized, eatreire!y ine fitrous glass which constitutes Jess than 1% of all fibrous
glass production, Fave c¢videnced higher airborne concentrstions of glass fibers than
found in ordirary fibrous glass operations descrided above.
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