June 17, 1941

. Mr, Eugh Fossett
~¢/o British Ethyl Corporation

"’c*tkwich

Chagsnirs, ungland
- #7 dJdesr Tossett:

Thanks for your various
comnmunicaticons: which have gone largsly unanswered
bscause they seemed to regulrs very little In the way
of reply, and also becauss, a3 you may expect, I Aavav
bssn very ousy alth ouher things.

S Ih'v'= approved the

arrangement made through Mr. Batchelor for engaging
Dr. Freeman tsmporarily in accordance with ths sne
Cland copTe  Tuhnere Ls little point, L velisva, in

sy writiag in any detail to any of fthese man. Dr.,
H&i“ly gan be trusted to provide complste information
to men who are engsged with his knowledge and conaent,
and I bslieve that under present condltions we may Jjust
as well contsnt ourselves to allow things to be handled
in this fashion. Chsnges are likely to be made fairly
fraquently and since I have written to Dr. Fairley
telling him of nmy pcint of view in this “egard, I velleve

there is little I need do other than to iceep awars of
what transpires. All im all it seems a rather difficult
" situation but I shell do the best I can with 1t.

With reference to yowr

correﬁpondence with N. V. de Batasafachs Petrolsesum
Haatschappij concerning the contamination of water
ahite gasoline with leaded gasoline, I think you have
taken the right position. We could, of cowyrse, arrange
to have smome analyses done for them and will be glad to
- do so 1f for any reason you consider it advisable. On

the other hand I would feel that such analyses were made
purely for the purpose of satisfylng them add not for the
purpcse of obtaining any needed information. ‘It is quite
clear that there will be no dangers involved in the
procedure they wish to carry on, Apparently they are not
‘cloear in their mihds as to the purely theoretical character
of the dangers involved 1ln handling leaded gasoline. It
13, in fact, absurd to considdr the toxliclty of gasoline
from the point of wview of its lead content, 1f the lead
- wag derived only from such a source &8 they have in mind.

In this connection, you might report to him, if you wish
to do so. that if the lead content of zasoline 1a less than



gquestion of lead polsoning as the result of any type of
normal handling of gasoline., This, I belleve, is covered
‘Ln the“mamorandum which you called to their attention, but
1f you care to mention it specifically in addition to what
is said there, it will do no harm.

Obviously you are quite right
1n telling them that there 1s no short cut reaction by
me&ns of which they can determine the lead content of
gasoline. Generally speaking it would be possible for
them to tell whether lead was p sent in terms of the
dclar of the gasoline. Thia,'h ver, ls not always safe
since gasoline may be discolorized to some degree. However
in the cass of fresh gasoline, might be well %o point
out to. them 1f the. dye can not be geen, then the lead
content must indeed ve minor.

I was particularly interested
to find that you have woved your office. I think this
should ve highly advanta5aous from the point of view of
manntaianﬁ contact with all of your activities. I am
glad to know that your femily is out of London, and I
hore Lorna and ths children, as well as yourself, are
not having too difficult a time, I would appreciate 1t
ii you would glve Lorna my very kindest regards when you
sae her, and for yourself, as always ny very best wishes.

Sincersly yours,

RAK:1s : Robert A. Kehos, M.D.
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