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Latest News

Environmentalists Say Texas Facility Fire Backs Need For Oba n* Puhi

Environmentalists say the fire at a Texas chemical facility caused by Hurricane 
Harvey backs the need for the Obama-era rule strengthening EPA's facility accident 
prevention program with new requirements for hazard analysis and streamlined 
release of facility data, though an industry source says the existing rule is adequate.

EPA May Face Bigger Hurricane Burden From Smaller, Unregulated Facilities

EPA has mobilized emergency response program personnel to coordinate with other 
government agencies to respond to damage from Hurricane Harvey across southeast 
Texas, including shoring up Superfund sites and assessing industrial facilities, but 
one industry source believes the larger burden for the agency will be managing toxic 
releases from smaller, unregulated facilities.

Harry's Toll May Complicate Administration's P»» I ^'or L FA Bmbr r Cute

Hurricane Harvey's environmental and human toll could complicate efforts by the 
Trump administration and Republican lawmakers to cut EPA's budget just as the 
House nears floor consideration of legislation that would trim the agency's budget and 
likely hundreds of senior agency staffers are poised for imminent exit under planned 
early departure programs, Hill aides and former EPA officials say.

SAB Faces Bias Concerns Over Biomass Panel Chair's Work For Industry

A member of EPA's Science Advisory Board (SAB) is raising concerns that EPA 
allowed University of Illinois professor Madhu Khanna to chair the board's panel 
seeking to advise the agency on how to estimate carbon emissions from biomass, 
despite her paid work for an industry group that promotes the fuel as a carbon-neutral 
energy source.

b lu tn ‘/Met Or From H^Cilrinrr to'< np decisions

Groups representing major industry sectors are urging a federal appeals court to 
scrap an Obama-era rule that allows EPA to opt against applying one federal
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appellate court's ruling on Clean Air Act (CAA) issues in another circuit, with industry 
warning that the rule creates a legal “wild, wild west” spurring major uncertainty for 
companies.

Judge Scraps Stay Of Royalty Boosting Suits Over EPA, DOI

A federal judge has backed states' and environmentalists' claim that the Trump 
administration cannot use the Administrative Procedure Act (APA) to delay an 
Obama-era rule boosting royalty rates for fossil fuel extraction on federal land that 
has already taken effect, potentially boosting other suits targeting similar delays of 
methane emissions from some oil and gas sites and EPA limits on power plant 
effluent.
Daily Feed

Waxman favors vehicle rules over ethanol for curbing GHGs

A better mechanism to reduce GHGs than corn ethanol would be to force automakers 
“to meet their commitments to rapidly increase fuel efficiency” as agreed under a 
sweeping deal between auto companies and the Obama administration, the former 
Democratic lawmaker says.

Bodine's interim EPA post prompts criticism

The enforcement nominee will begin work before the Senate votes on her 
nomination, a common practice in past administrations but one which 
environmentalists say violates the “spirit” of a recent Supreme Court ruling.

Five states press ATSDR for national health study on PFCs

Five state health departments are urging the federal government to launch a national 
study on the health effects of exposure to perfluorinated chemicals in drinking water.

Ewire: EPA downplays possible toxic risks from Arkema fire

EPA says “there are no concentrations of concern for toxic materials reported at this 
time.”

Environmentalists say the district court ruling imposing a massive penalty for Exxon's 
alleged Clean Air Act violations is an important test of Clean Air Act citizen suits.
Read a// the latest EPA news, analysis and documents
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Site Licenses Available

Want to share access to lnsideEPA.com with your colleagues? We have economical site license packages 
available to fit any size organization, from a few people at one location to company-wide access. For more 
information on how you can get greater access to lnsideEPA.com for your office, contact our Online Customer 
Service department at 703-416-8505 or iepa@iwpnews.com.

Please do not respond to this e-mail, as it was sent from an unmonitored mailbox. If you have a customer service 
inquiry, please contact us at iepa@iwpnews.com . If you no longer wish to receive these messages, you can 
change your e-mail settings on lnsideEPA.com (you may need to log in).
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