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My 26, 1965
Lead in Afr

Ve have nov had an opportunity %0 reviev in more detail
the Public Eealth Service Pudlicaticn Xo. 999-AP-12 entitled
"Survey of Lead in the Atmosphere of Three Urban Cozzunities®. As
zentiooed in our previocus announceaent to you, dated April 28, this
report covers one of the nost intensive air pollutica studies ever
conducted anywhere. Data froa this study effectively corroborate
esrlier findings that the amcunt of leed in the atmosphere is very
lov, and as such Coes pot constitute a public health provlea in
air pollutica. The findings confira and add to those of the
Rational Alr Saxpling Netvork, revealing no increase in the cooceae
tration of lead in the atmosphere in these three cities in the last
five years. In fact, data indicate that in Cincianati the trend
bas been dovovard since 1946,

Recognizing that envirormental data alone have limited
validity as far as pudlic health is concerned, the investigators
included a husan sa=pling prograa in the study. The results of
these biological sazplings show that there has bVeen no significant
sccumulation of lead in the hunan dody. Blood snd urine specimens
snalyzed for lead were collected frum groups of the population Vo
have high, dut poo-occupational, exposure to lead. These groups
included traffic control police, letter carriers and long distasce
comriters vis frecvays, all of vaom had been involved in these
activities st the same locaticn at leeast five years. Mean dlood
lead values for these groups, expressed in meg. $, (nicrograms
of lead per 100 graas of vhole dlood) renged from a lov of 13 1n
Philadelphis to & high of 31 in Cincinnati. Accepted dlood lesd
ﬁ;mlﬁ;ﬂun for occupatiooally exposed individuals are froa

to 60. *

In & 1tafted stuly of persons vith chronic diseases, 0o .-
effect of these dioeases on the Dlood lead level could be denone
strated. “he rangs of mean dlood lead values for the chronically
111 suffering from reapiratory, liver, dlood and done conditions
was from A high of 28 to a lov of 1b meg. $.
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@ . A sumcary of the study vas presented dy J. M. lLudvig
of the U. 8. Public Health Service in Houston, May 7, at the
Annual Meeting of the American Industrial Hygiene Association,
and vill be reprinted i{n an early issue of the Journal of the
Apericen Industrial Hygiene Associatioa.

Because of the importance and timeliness of this
report, we Are taking this mcans to presect to you sose of the
factual data coutained therein. No pudlic distridution of the

Don G. Povler
Director of Health and Safety
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