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Editorials
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Our Opinions

Public Welfare Must Come First

‘THE TANDEM team of DDY
snd I'CB could comstitule #s
much & harard fo humen health
as the Four Horsemen of the
Apocalypse, il the sudden
scienuifle accumulation of in-
tormation about their combincd
elfects it nceurste.

DDT is the abbreviation for
4 ¢ h1orociphenylirichioreotha.
ne, o coloriess, contact insce.
ficlde, VPCB  stands Lot
mlrblur!uultd blpienyls, =n

usteial chemical that closely
rerembles DDT. PCB 1§ tsed

mainly in  heat exchange
syslems, non cai m)lng
papers, paints and pesiicides.

PCB reairls i

In recent months a3 many as
08,000 chickens, 50,000 (urkeys,
tens of thousands of eggs and
fons of fish mesl hwve been
destroyed because of PCB con-
tamination.

The only American manufec.

from the cbemhll and refuses
to divalge the amount of the
chemical belng made, 1t aho
has denied to congrossmen i
formation on I'CH.

A six - agency Inte
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mrnl wide
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can withstand lampunlum up
10 1,600 degrees Farenheit, is in
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animal fat and, therefore, culiy
transierable mmn: the human
food chain.

Al the clfects of PCB are
unknown, inchuding the eritical
Jevel st which R becomes a
humsn health hazard, However,
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causing  environmenist  con-
llmhuhn PCB alone has beco
mowa lo cause human death,
llver ond skin disease lnd ll
nupncl of csusing

It sppears the governmemt
will follow the same policy
regarding PCB a3 N hes with
DDT; thal no “imminent hazard

to the public” exists
We can respect the govern.
ment, and . tederal

Environmentat Protection
Agency, (EPA), for not rushing
1o ban every omooke
thinks is harmful 1o the em.
virenment or humans,

However, we belicve l m [l
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PCB and the FDA

Last June, the Food and Drug Ad-
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!
chemical polychlorinated ditheny) in a
variety of dried food products, including
s0me baby cereals. No public announce-
ment of the discovery was made until
this month, when iU was revealed by
Representative Willlam P. Ryan,

Ryan coupled his revelation with a
Castigation of the FDA for showing
“more concern about the Image of
American Industry, rather than the
public.” The Congrossman has & point,

In defense of the FDA. it should be
noted that the problem was not simply
overlooked. The probable source Iden-
#iticd aa the printing ink m re-
eyoled paper in which the foods were
packaged; since June, PCB hay been re-
moved trom printing ink, The FDA then

had solved the prodiem for the future,
80 why risk @ public siap and ihe posa-
bility of lasting damuge to consumer
confidence in the swspect food stuffs?

80 there was some loglc In the ¥DA's
allence, but not enough (0 Justify It. The
FDA did find PCB In amounta thas it has
labeled unacceptable in other foods,
PCH. & chemical cousin of DDT, haa besn
Implicated In human death and disawil.
ty. The only valid ection under the ctr-
cumsiances was & full public disclosure
of the facts tn its possersion without
consideration for the reputation or the
financist health of the packagers.

The FDA ls mistaken I Its evident
bellel that the public ls prepared to
panic at the mention of tainted food.
And the public should be able to sxpeet

. the unadulterated truth from ageneies

establishe? #nr nuhiie wrotection.
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