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P U N T  CLOSED

Earle Hallies State Agen­
cies to Fight Outbreak 

at York Factory.
By JESSE U T E H T H O l 

Bacorfe Harrietwff Buna* 
HARRISBURG, I in . 2L—Affile- 

Uos of mor* than lflO employ** 
with a  mywterioo* akta dlaaaaa, ho­
llared canard by chemical* a a g y «  
th* Goaaral Ifisetri« pluA .aliSfil**» 
today prompted Governor B i b  to  
oak of th* company to
close tba plant. -

A few hour* later B- A Obor- 
naalr, tba manager, Informed tba 
Goveroor'i eecratary, Hobart L. 
kfytra, by talapbeoa of hU coaplt* 
aaca with tba request. Ha laid 
operation* wara suspended tempo­
rarily Friday to maka ehaacaa aug- 
gee ted by State Investigator« and 
tba plant will raaain  eloaad until 

‘lee camplata tbalr inquiry 
far with company official*

. Baahora Baporta.
Tba Covaraer aetad after Soero- 

tary of Labor and Induitry 
Baahore raportad that lnraatlration 
ahowad tba daath of-ona employ* 11 
daya ago may hart raaultad from 
tba poisoning.

Within tha paat tlx month! thrta 
workara at tba plast bara died, but 
no poat-mortam examination* wara 
raada In tha two aarllar daath* and 
thcra la no Indication whetbtr tba 
akin malady wai a eauaa.

Covornor Earlt’e appoal to tho 
management waa made by taUfTana 
aftar a conference with Baahore, 
Raymond J. NlcaJaa, chief of the 
Bureau of Induatrlal Standard!, and 
Dr. William B. Fulton, in chart* of tha Induatrlal hygiene labora­tory.

Earle's Telegram.
It fallow*:‘ Ralph M. Baahora, Baeratary of Labor and laduatry, lnforma

me that 101 of 124 amployta 
examined In your Tork plant 
are suffering in rarylny dayraa* 
from a akin condition raiult- 

from tha uae of chloro- — -any! aad chlorinated D.pb* tlana in your manufacturing
"T “° n* man dlad January ; from yellow atrophy of th  ouepoetod ta have raaulti from tha acme ehomleato. Uni true aaapldoa la confirmed < I appeal ta your mm PuhUt oplrlt aad your r

r u r A  e e .v t . t l .  . . . .

far« to ahut down thli plant "I hare inatructod th* De- partmaot of Health and th* De­partment of Labor and Indus­try  to uaa Immediately every medical raaourca of tho Com­monwealth, or of th* nation. If naoaoaary, to analyx* and cor­rect this condition. Pltac* tele­graph your daelslun aa quick­ly aa poaalbla."
Offloe Workara Hit.

Th* ehomleato named by the Gov­ernor ara contained In a  was com­pound tiaod to lnpraynata on* of barioua type* of lnaulatad wit* manufactured a t the-Tork plant In malUny the waa compound vapor* and fumea aria*, etreulatlny through tba p lan t Evan ofllea worker* la tba building aay they bar* haaa affected.Th* vapor* aattla on clothing, cool aad harden. Famttlai of work- are to aa unknown number ara be- liarad to have acquire^ th* akin ail­m ent which la tranamlifibl* by contact
Child AflllaCad.

One ipaelfle Inatane* which haa coma to tha attention of Dr. Ful­ton In tho eourao of tho lnrciti* gation, atilt under way, la that of 2-yaar-oId Joaaph Dlfferan- dorfar, J r .  aon of a  former worker a t  th* p lan t Both tho boys' parent* and tbalr llmonth-old daughter alao ahow aymptoma of th* Infection.Tha Department of lab o r and 
.laduatry had no authority to go 
Into tho plant aad evimlna tha employ*/ physical condition. They wart ahl* to  do so only aftar ob­taining permlaaion of th* Central Electric Company aftar a delay of mor* thaa a month fallowing the request, Baahora aald.Governor Earl* pointed out h* haa so authority to fere* th* clos­ing of tha plant.
*• Law Nood Strasaed.

Baihora’a report to tho Gov- ornor otraaaod tho currant caaa, aomowhat almllar ta tha plight of ailleeaU victim* of tha -Death Tun­nel," at Gaulty, W. V*. aa evident* of the need for atrangthonlng Penn- sylvanla’e eompanaatlon law* to apply to Induatrlal dlaooao«.Th* man whoa* daath la believed attributable to chemical poleoning waa John J. Fallon, 22, a  former Philadelphian. Tha «uaplelon that hla daath waa from yellow atrophy of tha ilvtr eeemlngly I* supported by a report to th* American Pub­lic Health Aaaoclatlon at Milwaukee on October A I t  wee mad* by Dr. Louie Sehwartx, of the U. B. Public Health Service.Dr. Schwarts aald: -"Caeca of death duo to yellow atrophy of tho liver hav* beta re­ported amonr worker* txpoaod to tha fume* a t chloro-naphthalen«*"
Coflnalona Draws.

Thai* conelueloni ware reported to Go vomer Earl*:L Th* material uaad at tha plant hare la a  compound whleh contain* chlorinated-naphtha- len* and ehloro-dlphenyL 2. Any contact with thee* two aubataseoa will produce aa aeao- Uk* raeh.A That out of 124 employ** la th* General Electric plant at Tork oxo ml nod, 102 are definite­ly affected with thlc akin trou­ble. There ara 1W employee The o thers have not been exam­

ined yet
A Th* afi!lotion U transm it ilbl* to famllla* by contact with tolled clothing,A I t  re«ult* even though th* employ* la not engaged' directly la th* work. '

Charge* Had*.
A Th* trouble appeared on tha average of approximately AT month« aftar employment ia tha group examined.T. At leaet -on* employ* of tha plant dlad tram yellow atrophy of . tho Uvar. Dr. Schwarta, of th e  V. 8. Depart- htant of Health, Indicate! that Fallow atrophy of tha Uvar may *«*uJt from aon tact withChloro-dlphanyl or chlorinated naphthalene. . . .
ATh* manufactured wire U nted to varloue Individual*, mnnleipalltiaa aad tha United State« OcvammenA It U faarad 

that oontact with tba man it- 
faetorad articla may produce 
the darmaUUa found in thla 
p lantA Tba General Electric plant already ha* adopted tha aug* gaetlone of tbla. dapartmant by inetalUng a nrw ozbauet aya- tem for tho eolloetloa of the fumea at their oourco which would (top dlaaamlaatlou throughout tha workroom. Thay aim have aagragated th* manufartura of wire Impreg­nated with tba (Uepocted product from tba manufartura • f  other wire by partitioning a  ooporafa room lu  whleh tbla wtra atone la mad*.

f k p l d i a  BatalnaA 
10. Tha company at He awn •uggaatlon haa Inoraaaad east- tary faeUltiaa wharaby addi­tional thewar hatha have haaa ■ Detailed and tha workara ara compelled under ouparvteion ta taka a bath before leaving th* plant and to  change clothing. Tho company alao purchased saw leekara asd gave tha work­men overall* whleh era laun­dered by tha company twice a wejk. The company haa em­ployed a plant pbyakdan.U. Tha dapartmant la con­tinuing Its Intanaiv* atudlee of this problem with a  hop* of Its solution.12. It la avidant that addi­tional authority by meant of legislation abould b* given th* deportment for th* lnvaatlga- Uon and th* correction of In­dustrial hazard* aueh as thli.11 It is avidant by the oc­cupational dleaasee resulting 

to the worker* In thli plant that a workmen'! eompouaa- tion ant applicable to occupa­tional dlaaaaaa, such aa this , aad others, abould Immediately b* enacted la  Pennsylvania.
Informed by Letter.

Th* casi earn* to th* attention of tha Commonwealth October IS through a letter signed by a “Mrs Green," of Tork, who subsequently could not be Idantlflad or located. Th* letter said:"Dear Sira:Tha General Electric Company ia  Tork. Pa* are unlog a compound which la Injuring tha health and akin of tha employ**. You wara Informed about thta before. Kind­ly do mmathlng about it*Dr. Fulton, who la In charge of

t&e State'! laboratory engaged in itudy at occupational dlasaao has- trda, vtsitad the plant thrao daya latir."Hi obtained t  promle* from th* plant official* that a t  a later data wo could iavaatlgatn the condition* echearnlng tho akin disease,* Bi- ibora wrote tha Governor.. "Ha 
made a  parannal inspection of tho I 
plant and oboorvad tha various op- 
• ration* thsra also, noting sanitary 
fadliUss, etc. *

Ptrmissioa Glvaa.
"Promise was h a t given Immedi­

ately because tba official* desired 
ta contact tbalr home officials and 
Anally on November 23 w* were 
given definite permission to make 
further studies w ith particular ref- 
artneo to th* physical eondltlon of 
tha workmen.

"The compound baa bean used 
la the manufacture of win la thli 
plant for a number of yean In small quantities. In  tha last two yaart It ha* been need (a greater quantltlee by reason of the fact that they are Impregnating more wire. Sine* It* greater use In the last two ye are, tho dennitltle haa brakes out among tbo amployta" Fallon, who died January 10, was employed at tha Tork plant In Kerch. 1UA Hie widow told probers about thrao mo nth a after hie tm> ploymant h* noticed tba dermaUtli. He began to feel 111 In July. He wee admitted to the Tork hospital the week of January A
.  In Donbt a t  F ln t

"Tho attending phyelelan In th* first two «***," aald Dr. Fulton, "waa in doubt about hie final diagnosis, hut stated b* felt that the second man may have died of a similar condition to the third man.Dr. Hugh S. Cummings, U. S. surgeon general, in a telephone con­versation with Secretary Baehorc tonight aald be will have repre­sentatives of th* U. S. Public Healt h Sendee In Harrleburg tomorrow to confer with Pennsylvania authori­ties.Dr. J. Moore Campbell. Director of th* Bureau of Health Conserva­tion. has bean assigned to go to Tork tomorrow. He will Interview famlllei of vtettma. check up on the number of wives and children who bav* been Infected and Instruct them In sanitation measures Officials will chock a report lhat a procaia similar to  that employed at tha Tork plant la uaad by the General Electric a t  another plant In Bridgeport, Cornu whert work- art alao ara aald to have been effected. Dr. Edith MacBride-Dex- ter. Secretary of Health. Ii com- nucleating with Connecticut health 1 official* to learn methods success- 1  ful there.
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