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INT CLOSED]
~ MYSTERIDUS

MacADY HIT3 10

Earle Rallies State Agen-
cies to Fight QOutbreak
at York Factory.

By JESSE LAVENTHOL
Record’s Harrisburg Bureax

HARRISBURG, Jan. 2l.—Afflie-
tion of mors than 100 employes
with s mystericas skin dlssase, be-
llaved cansed dy chamicals uaed ia |

the General Dlectris plant |
today prompted Goversor t»
ask officixis of the ‘company to
closs the plant. .
A few hours later B 8 Ober
malr, the manager, informed the
‘Governor's secretary, Robert L.
Mysrs, by telephone of his compli-
ance with the request. He sald
operations wsre suspended tempo-
rarily Friday to maks changes sug.
gusted by State [nvaestigators sod
the plant will remaln closed until
“‘laq complets thelr inquiry
Zer with company officlals

Bashors Reporta.

The Governor acted aftar Secre-
tary of labor and Industry
Bashors reported that investigation
showed the dsath of-one smploys 11
days ago may have resulted from
the polsoning.

Within the past six months thres
workers st the plant have died, but
no post-mort¢em examinations wers
made {8 the two eariier deaths and
there i3 no indlestion whetber the
akin maiady was a cause.

Governor Earie’s appeal to the
management was made by telegram
aftsr a conference with Basbors,
Raymond J. Nlcaiss, cbief of the
Bureau of Industrisl Standards, and

Dr. Willlam B. Fulton, in charge
of the industrial hygiens labora.

tory.
Zarie's Tolegram.
1t follows:
“Ralph M. Bashors, Secretary

{ars to shut down this plant.

“T have instructed the De-
partment of Health and the De-
partzuent of Lador and Indus
Uy to use !mmedlately every
medical resocurce of the Come
monwealth, or of the zation, if
necessary, (o analyze and core
rect this condition. Please tele-
graph “‘your decisivn as quicke
Iy sa possidle.”

Offios Workers HIt

The chamicals named by the Gov-
sroor are contained in a waz come
pound used to inpreguate ome of
various types of Inmiated wire
manufactured et the*Tork plant.

In melting the wax compound
vapors and fumes arise, circulating
through the plant KEven ofics
workers In the dullding say they
have been affected.

cool snd harden. Families of work-
ers to an unknowan number are be-
leved to have acquired the skin alle
ment, which 15 transmissidle by
contact

Child Afflioted.

One apecific instancs which has
come to the attention of Dr. Ful-
ton in the courss of the investi.
gation, still undar way, is that
0f 2ysar-old Joseph Differen.
dortsr, Jr, son of & former worker
&t the plant. Both the bdoys
parents and their limonth-old
daughtsr also show symptoms of
the infgction.

The Depertment of Ledor and|
.Industry had no autherity to go
into the plant and examine tbe
employss’ physical condition. They
wers able to do so only after ob-
tasining permission of the Gansral
Electric Company aftar a delay of
mors than s month following the
request, Bashore said,

Govarnor Earle pointed out he
has no suthority te force the clos

ing of the plant,

- Law Need Stressed.

Bashore's raport to the Gow
ernor stressed the eurrent ecase,
somawhat similar to the plight of
silicosis victims of the "Death Tun-
nsl,” at Gauley, W. Va, as evidence
of the need Zor stresgthaning Pean-
isylvania’s compensation laws to
apply to industrial diseases

The man whose death is believed
attributadble to chemical polsonisg
was John J. Fallon, 22, a former
Philadelphlan, The suspicion that
his death was from yellow atrophy
of the iiver seemingly is supportsd
by & report to the American Pub.
ic Haalth Assoclation at Milwaukes
on October 8, It was made by
Dr, Louls Schwarts, of the U, &
Public Health Sarviee,

Dr. Schwarts sald: ‘

“Cases of death dus to yellow
atrophy of the liver have Desa re-

of Labor and Industry, informs

me that 102 of 124 employes
examined in your York plant
Lre suffering in varying degrees
from a skin condition result.’
from the use of chlaro-
«any! and chlorinsted naph-
tene in your manufacturing

- *On

8 maa dled January 10
from yellow atrophy of tha
Uver, suspectad to have resulted
:u.nn the same chemicals. Until

rard dpa ...-?-t”g .‘?“\ rou.r“rg-

portsd among workers exposed to
the fumes of chloro-naphthalenes”

Coaclusions Drawn,

These conclusiona wers reported
to Governor Earle:

1 The material used at the
plant here is a compound whica
containg echlorinated-naphtha-
lena and chloro-diphenyl,

2. Any contact with these two
substances will produce an scnes
lks rash,

3 That out of 12¢ smployes in
the Genersl Klectric plant at
York axamined, 102 are definite-
Jy affscted with this skim trous
bl Thers are 1& employes.

The vapors settle on clothing,|.

The others have not deen exam.

ined yet,

4. The affiiction ls transmis
sible to families by contact with
solled clothing,

& It results even though the
smploye {s not engaged directly
in the work,

Charges Made.

& The troubls appesrsd on
the sverage of approximately
47 months after employment
in the group examined.

% At least .one employe of
the plant died from yellow
strophy of . the liver. Dr,
Schwarts, of tbe U. 8. Depart-
ment of Health, !ndicates that
Ydlow atrophy of the liver may
Tesult from ocontact with
<hloro-dipheny! or chlorinated
fsphthalese, A :
4 The manufactured wire is
mid to various indlviduals,

munleipalities and the United
Btates Governmant. It is fsared
that eontact with the manue
factured article raay produce
the dermatitis fousd in thls
plant,

§. The Genaral Klectric plant
alresdy has adopted the sug-
gestions of this department by
jastalling & new exhsust sys-
tem for the eollection of the
fumes at their msource which
would stop  dissemination
throughout the werkroom.
They also have segregated the

suspectad
product from the manufacture
of other wire by partitioning
& separsts room in which this
wire alone is made.

Physician Retained.

10, The company at s own
suggestion bas incressed sanl-
tary facilities wharedy addi-
tional shower baths have been
installed and the workers ars
compelled under supervision to
take a bath before leaving the
plant and to changs clothing.
The compsny also purchased
new loekers and gave the work-
men overslls which are laun-
dared by ths company twice &
wegk. The company bas em-
playsd a plant physician.

11. Ths departmoent is con-
tinuing its Intensive studies of
this problem with a hope of its
solution.

12. It s evident that addl-
tional authority by means of
legislation should dbe given the
department for the invastiga-
tion and the correction of in-
dustrial haszards such as this.

13 It is evident by the oc-
cupational disesses rerulting
to the workers In this plant
that a workmen's compensa-
tion ast spplicadle to occupa-
tional diseases, such as thia

. and others, should immediately

be ezactsd In Psansylvania

Iaformed by Latier.

The cass came to the attentlon of
the Commonwealth Oectober 13
through a letter sigmed by & “Mra
Green,” of York, who subssquently
could not be identified or located.

said:

"Dear Sirs:

Tha Gensral Klectrio Company
in York, Py, ars using & compound
which fs injuring the health and
skin of the employss
informed about this befors. Kind-
iy do something about .

Dr. Fuiton, who s in charge of

the State's ladoratary engagwd I
ntudy of oceupational disesss has-
hu:.; visited the plant three daye
12
"He obtained I promise from the
plast officials that at a latsr dats
we could investigate the condificns

shore wrols tha Geverner.

made a parscoal {nspecticn of the
plant and chearved the vuricus op-
srations there also, moting sanitary
facilities, ote. -

Peormbsaion Given.

“Promise was not given immedi.
atsly bDecause the officlals desired
lo contsct their bome officials and
fizally on November 25 we were
givea definits permissioc tc make
further studies with particular ref-
arepce to the physical condition of
the workmen,

*The compound bas bdesn used
in the manufacture of wirs in this

plaant for a number of ysr: in
small quantitiss. In the last twe
years it has bean used (n grsater
quantitise by reason of the fact
that they sre {mpregnating more
wire, Sincs its greater use in the
last two yearw, the dermatitis bas
brokes out among tbe employes”
Fallon, who died Junuary 10, was
amployed at the York plant in
Mareh, 1935 His widow told probers
about three months aftar his em.
loymant he noticed the dermatitis.
&- began ts feel I 1n July. Hs
was ljﬂlth‘ to the York hospital
the week of Junuary &

- In Doubt mt First

“The sttending physician in the
frst two " gald Dr. Fullon,
“was in doudt mbout bhis Anal
diagnosis, but stated bhe feit that
the second man may have died of
s similar condition to the txird

man.

Dr. Hugh 8. Cummings, U. S.
surgeon genersl, in a telephone con-
versation with Secretary Bashore
tonight sald be will bave repre-
sentatives of the U. S. Public Health
Servics in Harrisburg tomorrow to
confer with Pannsylvaain author:.
tes.

Dr. J. Moors Campbell, Director
of the Bureau of Health Conserva-
tion. has been assigned to go to
York tomorrow. FHe will interview
familiss of victima, check up on the
sumbaer of wives and children who
bave been Infected and Instruct
them in sanitation msasures.

Officlals will check a report that
& process similar to that employed
at the York plant is used by the
General Electric at snother plant
in Bridgepert, Conn. where work-
srs also are sald ta Dave been
affected. Dr. Edith MaeBride-Dex-
ter, Secretary of Health, is com.
municating with Connectieut heaith
officlals to learz methods cucceu-l

tul there.
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