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CITY ACTS0 CURB
ASBESTOS SPRAY

Begins Hearings on Cancer.
Peril in Industrial Use

By DAVID BIRD

The city opened hearin, -
teransed mgugtma
that control the spray-
ing of asbestos to insulate and
fireproof buildings.

The . regulations concerning
asbestos, which has been
su'on% !mpliea:.‘ed ausldabe“tl?;
cer-cauging agent, wo
first of their kind in the coun-

éut because expert testimo
y indicated that S
tutes.might be just as harmful,
officials said the regulations
would ‘ba es.ended to the

spraying of all such material.
Qe o e e ot of
{hewég'vironmen&l Sciences
Laboratory at Mount Sinal
Medical: Center and 2 leading
mspedqll:t on the dangers of as-
1 Ho- said that It had  taken
that -asbestos Caused | Cancer
and Chat he e et with o
of New York™ to wait
~find out if the new sub-
stitute. materials would cause

cances;
Dr.:-Selikoff said that such
substitutes as rock wool and
fiberglass had long-lasting qual-
jties : similar to asbestos and
couldtherefors Temely &' dam
hunge for lon -
agog't‘he tiuuzepas asbestos did.

‘A Long-Time Suspect

Asbestos has long been con-
sidered a da to‘those who

The Now Yok Ticaes (1851 -

2002)

Spea has -grown rap
becapssaymlf upug: the m
costllef method of enclosing
zup&ozting members in con-
cre

In the spraying pmcess. how-
ever, g3 much as 50 per cent
:ii' the asbestos escapes into the

To cotitrol this, the regula-
tions pfoposed b¥ the city wauld
require- the enclosing.of spray
areas &And ¢leanup and dispoaal
procedures. - .

Dr. Selikoff.said that as !ons
:go a3+1924 ‘it was discov

at people who worked with
ashestos  developed scarred
jungs. It took almost 30 more

rs of study to link the as-
g:to- with cancer,

A study of 632 members of

‘the asbestos workers’ union

here was begun in-1948 by Dr.
Selikqff. By Iast April 4, he said,

403 : of* the 632 had dled, 72

of lung cancer, He termed that
number of lung cancer deaths
a “disaster” because in a nor-
mal group of that size only
abonut 10 such deaths would be

ex ed.
hysician said the con-
ta't‘ggnhagspreadmﬂ’\e
nt where ‘“‘every person in
mew York City has some as-
bestos in his lungs.”

The: firoposals to enclose as-
bestos-spraying areas to protect,
the phblic drew concern from
the State Labor Department
that concentrations of the dust
mighs then be even greater for|
those doinﬁ the spraying.

- Jack Baliff, chief engineer of|
the-. ktite ';f‘“"" dustriel
hygiene -division, said the high-
er concentrations of ashestos
dust would requirs breathin
apparatus with an in den

air supply instead of pres-
ent filter masks. Dr, Robert N.
ll;icldei. w:m“he:{lrs l:h‘ city’s

en - Resources,
sam new regulations in.
clude that protection.

The hea resume today at
10 AM, at Cooper Unlon,
51 Astor Place, which is also
the headquarters of the Depart-
ment. of Air Resources.
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