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NEWARK PLANT REVIEW

A wmeeting was held on July 14, 1876, for the purpose of
reviewing the recently completed Epldemlologlcal Study Report and
a need for further study of the Newark Plant. 2ll addressees were
in attendance. (See attachment for information on participants.}

R. M. Salemi reviewed background information on employee
dust exposure, paxticularly from lead chromate pigments; the Plant
as a participant in the Dry Color Manufa-turers' Association (DCMA)
Epidemiclogical Study: the results from that study tcgﬁther with
the contractors conclusions (albeit somewhat inconclusive); and
lastly the urgent need for an in-depth employee study to determine,
if possible, the cause of excess employeé mortality due to stomach
cancer, as well as a need to review the. full Epldemlologlcal Study
Report. .

In the discussion which followe& a number of suggestions
were proposed, some of which follow:

® Where possible, death certlflcates as the)source of
"cause of death" should be verlﬁled by aﬁwﬂklng medical
records of the deceased‘ :

e With regard to the lung capcexdﬁsmdking
be developed and used to adjusﬁ‘the SMR

"\, i .
by fial e

e For stomach cancer, should che k el

‘istgriES should

ana medlcal
£ cance

L Newark Cancer Registry should be revxew

iﬁq§¢cnanges in
mortality data. “
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a need to review as thoroughly as possible
:stories of the emplayees who died from

ds need for a recheck of the non-exposed popu~

&
for lack of incidence of stomach cancer.

:he r;lated dlSCuSSlOn, a proposal was solicited
from Drs, and’ Clemente on' a ‘thorough epidemiological type
study of wark Plant. Dr. Laurxa indicated an interest in

ga a study and 1ndlcated a, prellmlnary contact would
be made in several days, and if such a study was engagea
in that a sal might be develbped within several weeks.

ied to Drs. Louria's and Clemente's copy of this letter
is the B ologlcal Report as submltted to OSHA.
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PRODUCT RISK (TOXICITY)

At present, "there exists modérate but inconclusive
evidence that zine chromate is a human and experimental carcino-
gen; therg is less evidence linking lead chromate to human s
cancer and slight evidence expe;imentally“ (1) . There is no
evidence that either chemical will pose a cércinogenic hazard
from.isolated acute exposures By the oral, inhalant, or percutan-
eous routes. Both chroﬁa;es have been classified as Suspect
carcinogens by Du Pont.

Specific environmental data on these two chemicals are
lacking. The most suitable general guide available (2) states"....
it appears that the following concentrations of chromium, triva-
lent or hexavalent, will not interfere with the specified
.beneficial uses:

a. Domestic water supply ;.....uj...i.,,. 0.05 mg/1

b. Stock and wildlife watering .......... 5.0 mg/l

c. Fish life ,.,.....,,..,...........;_.. 1.0 mg/1

Other aquatic life ..c.covivsas.. 0.5 mg/1

REFERENCES

1. J. F. Mcrgan, "Background of consideration of carcinogenicity
of lead chromate and zinc chromate pigments,” memorandum
dated April 14 1975" (HL File C-01522).

2. J. E. McKee and H. W. Wolf, eds., Water Quality Criteria,
2nd ed., The Resources Agency of California, State wWater
Quality Control Board, Sacramento, California 1963, pp. 163-166.
(A later edition, Water Quallty Criteria 1972 (EPA) supports
the recommended drinking water level of 0.05 mg/l with '
additional llterature references - see p. 62)
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