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1 P0 NOT KNOW if it is entirely appropriate to con-
rider our current problems with asbestos an “un. :
anficipaled environmental hazard.” As 1 look back,
it would seem thnt we should have had some premo- '
nition. . .° .
For example, 70 years ago H Montague Murray,_
then Senior Physician at the Charing Cross, Hospi- -
.t in‘Londoh, examined & man of 83 sufferlng with
“pulmonary fibrosis. He had been working “in the
cardmg xoom of an a.sbesws textile factory, Of the . ..
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\ater't at ‘post mortem it was found “that -
aeveuly scarred lungs containing *numermﬁ;
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P . The ‘disease which ‘was’ referred to then had n
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and 1827 and gave the lness its current'namo-—
asbestosia, We can*now accurately record, for ex- -
ample, that ten percent of the deaths among asbes-
tos insulation workers in New York in the past 25
yeurs were due to asbestosis.
The new ralegory was soon rep\ele wlth cases,
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However, comfort was provided, this time in the
: . Home Office Report put before the English Parlia-
.. ment. in. 1930. While pulmonary disease among "
"asbestos ‘workers in'the past was acknowledged, it .-
was simultaneously concluded that the outlook was :
B the space of a decade, .or thereabouts, the
of - energet:c npplicntjon of . preventxve.ma

“incidence of fibrosis.” ;
Such ogtxmnsm perststed lor the next 30 years' -
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ally oecumnz among a sman group’ of ; 3&‘
'orkmen employed in an isclated, “ésoteric industry. .
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wever t}:eae reporta were categonzed a.s
cal cunosxtm. Even the careful studies”

3 'g‘rs"?oﬁ repoﬂed In, 1955 fdlod to dtsturb
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(ex’ﬁ?e h : ﬂfn 1906, no¥, did ‘Tt when ﬁ_ ghtée

fou a3 X-ra g of the chest in 19 9 lve!
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"spectrum. <A - single neophsxﬁ" (lung cancer) was
(past tense) a specific industrial hazard (no hint .

" that it could be more than this) of certain asbestos

workers (the heavﬂy e).posed individuals in thns
.'factory) -
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