
Sep t em b e r  24, 1958

D r . H ar o ld  J,  M agn u son
Ch ief, O ccu pat ion al H ealth  P r o gr am  ’
D iv isio n  of Sp e c ia l H ealth  Se r v ic e s .
U. 8. P u b lic H ealth  Se r v ice  
''W ashington 25, D. C .

D e ar  D octor  M agn u son :

I am  w r it in g to you  in  a  p e r so n a l, r a t h e r  th an  an  offic ia l m an n er , 
b e c au se  I do n ot w ish  to d ir e c t  a  fo r m a l r e q u e st  to you in  you r  
o ffic ia l  cap ac it y . Yet  I am  not d esign at in g m y  le t te r  a s  "p e r so n a l , " 
sin ce , if you  a r e  n ot "a t  h om e" when  th is le t t e r  a rr i v e s ,  I would lik e  
fo r  on e o f y ou r  a sso c ia t e s ,  3uch  a s  D r . Coop er  o r  Mr . D oy le ,to  take 
su ch  st e p s a s  a r e  ap p r o p r ia t e  to give  m e, o r  ob tain fo r  m e, so m e  p  
in fo r m at ion , i f it  is fe a sib le  o r  d e sir a b le  to do so . I do n ot  want to 
st im u la t e  a h ast y  r e sp o n se  to m y q u e r y , n or  to u p set  th e p r o ced u r e  
th at  m ay  be n e c e ssa r y .

Th e po in t  is th at  th e m a t t e r  w h ich  1 la id  b e fo r e  th e grou p  asse m b le d  
by  M r . Doy le on  Ju n e 26 i s  giv in g m e so m e  con cer n . Th e m an agem en t  
o f Eth y l C o r p o r at io n  i3 on  som eth in g o f a  sp o t  in  dealin g w ith  i t s 
c u st o m e r s, in  view  o f c e r t a in  tech n o logic ' d eve lop men ts of th e p ast  
y e a r  o r  tw o, an d  a lso  in  ce r t a in  m a t t e r s in  w h ich  com p et it ive  ad van tage 
is a t  st ak e . In ce r t a in  o f t h e se  m a t t e r s, t im in g is of co n sid e r ab le  
im p o r t an ce , an d h y gien ic co n sid e r a t io n s, w ith  p a r t ic u la r  r e fe r e n c e  to 
the at t it u d e  o f th e P u b lic  H ealth  Se r v ic e , a r e  d e c isiv e  fa c t o r s in  the 
t im in g. Th e o f f ic e r s of th e C o r p o r a t io n  do n ot  w ish to p r e ju d ice , in  
an y  w ay,th e d e c isio n  o r  the fo r m u la t io n  o f p o licy , an d t h e r e fo r e  th ey 
h ave en t r u st ed  m e w ith  th e p r e se n t a t io n  o f t h is m a tt e r  a s  I se e  it , an d  w ith  
the so lic it a t io n  o f th e v iew s an d w ish es of th e Se rv ic e , I sh ou ld  lik e  
to  r e p o r t  to th em , a s  soon  a s I can , th e ou tcom e o f o u r  co n fe r en ce .

A s you a r e  p r o b ab ly  aw ar e , I d id  n ot h e sit a t e  to p re se n t  m y own op in ion s 
to th e gr o u p . It w ou ld n ot b e  b ecom in g in  m e to a r gu e  th e c a se  fu r t h e r , 
n or  do I h ave an y  in ten t ion  o f say in g m or e  u n le ss I am  ask e d  to do so . On 
th e o th er  h an d, I h ave n eed  of ad v isin g m y a sso c ia te s  in  Eth yl C o r p o r at io n , 
an d e sp e c ia l ly  M r . B. 3 .  T u r n e r , th e P r e sid e n t , w ith  whom I t a lk ed  , 
y e st e r d a y  aft e r n oon , on  th e te lep h on e. I le av e  t h is e n t ir e ly  in  you r  h an d s, 
bu t  I w ould a p p r e c ia t e , v e r y  m u ch , an y  m ove you  m ay fe e l it  w ise  an d
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p r o p e r  to m ak e , to r e so lv e  an y p a r t  o f th e m a t t e r  at  i ssu e  in  th e n e a r  
fu t u r e .

D r . H ar o ld  J.  Ma gn us on  - (2) - Sep t em b e r  24, ; 958

Sin ce r e ly  y o u r s,

R ob er t  A . Keh oa, M .D .
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