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White-Lead ar
Plastic Finis

HERE is being displayed today

an increasing interest in the pos-
sibilities that plastic paints hold for
producing textural finishes.

While new to this day and gener-
ation, the idea of working texture
into wall finishes is by no means of
itself new. It is simply a revival of
an old method of decoration. A
study of the history of architecture
reveals many references to textured
wall effects of the past such as rough-
troweled plaster or hand-plastered
walls.

The art of wall decoration, in com-
mon with other lines of human en-
deavor, has a habit of duplicating
itself in this way. It may be said
to follow an ever-changing cycle in
which may be seen constant repe-
tition of certain tendencies and
recurrences of certain modes.

A Locical. DEVELOPMENT

The reversion to textural finishes
is due unquestionably to a desire
for something different in wall
decoration. At the same time the
revival of this type of treatment
may be traced as a logical develop-
ment. Not so many years ago the
prevailing style in interior decora-
tion was very plain, one-tone walls
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paste. Because of the greater lin-
seed oil content, it will be found
that plastic paint prepared with the
soft paste takes about two days

longer to dry sufficiently hard to
permit glazing than does plastic
paint made with the regular or
heavy paste form of white-lead.

Producing Various Textures

A number of the interesting
textures that can be worked up with
white-lead and oil plastic paint are
shown on the center pages of this
booklet.

The colors used are, of course, not
necessarily the only suitable ones.
Many other harmonious combina-
tions are possible with each textural
effect. It should be seen, however,
that the color scheme selected is in
harmony with the dominating color
of the furnishings of the room to be
decorated.

Similarly the tools used in execut-
ing the different designs are purely
arbitrary. Other tools will produce

Showing how an interesting texture is worked
by means of wad of cloth

equally distinctive and intriguing
results. In fact the same tools
manipulated differently will give
other effects. It is this ease with
which white-lead and oil plastic
paint yields new designs that makes
its use fascinating.

FIGURE 1

This finish calls for plastic paint
tinted a light blue-green. The col-
ors-in-oil used are medium chrome
green and Chinese or Prussian blue.

After applying the tinted plastic
paint to the wall, draw the brush
over it with vertical strokes. The
brush marks thus made will stand
out in relief. Now wad up a piece of
lintless cloth in the hand. Starting
from the top, press the wad of cloth
against the paint and drag it down-
ward in a figure S or snaky motion.
Repeat this operation again and
again until the entire painted sur-
face is covered with zigzag trails.
In between these trails will show the
vertical lines of the brush.

FiGURE 2

To produce this effect, first put
on a ground of plastic paint tinted a
cream with medium chrome yellow.

Continued on page 7

Ficure 1
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