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lung smear. The large majority (29 of 31) of male mesothelioma cases had fibre
concentrations equsl ts or greater than those of a2 grouvp of routine autopsies

‘with numerous bodies in the lung; . the occupationa) data for routine necropsies -
jndicqted that a large m{?9g§§onf the patients with numerous costed fibres had

previous definite or probable exposure to asbestos, in contrast to those with

occasiona) fibres. The author therefore concluded that persons with occasional
{fibres on analysis have a very small change of developing plevral mesothelioma )
compared with people having numerous coated fibres in the lung. This study '
once again pointed to (para-)occupational exposure to asbestos as an important -
cause for mesothelioma, Pooley (1973) cxamined 120 cases of pleural mesothe-
lioma; only in 9 cases could he not find asbestos fibres in the lungs, These

datea strongly suggest that exemination of lung tissue for indications of past

exposure (sece V1I) may provide a more sensitive method of detecting past expo- 5i

sure than history taking; the given prrcentage of 10-15% may be an overestimate,

‘There is a gcenersl agrecment that the risk of -.unthelicma is fibre related

in the order crocidolite>zmosite>chrysciilerant ;hyllitse, but the magnjtude of

of the diffcrcnéc between the various types of arbestos is not well established.

Some avthors tried to evaluate the prevolence of mescthelicrma anong the
gencra) population. According to Bohlig et al (1973) mezothelioma is found in
0.18 to 0.7% of »2]) autopsies. Nurminen (1975) guotes the follcwing Qata:
0.27% of putopsy csses in Malmb-Sweden; 34 cases in 6 years in a populstion of

¢ midlion in Peunsylvenis, i.e. ahout ) per million per year; in England,

Scotland and Wales 2.3 ca2ses per million per year; the cuthor czlculated the

jncidence for pleure) mesothclioma in Finlend as 1.1 per million per year;
there was no clustering related to possible ashestos cxposure; the nale/female
ratfo was 1.3; the urban/rural ratio 4.4. Sturm (1875) quctes the following
cata: nesotheliomas in 0.5V of avtepsies in Bescl-Switzerlend; 1.3% in

arich=-Switzerland; 4.4V in ¥a)le-JDR; 1.5% in Vienna-dustria; 1.25% §n

presden- DHR, (Scuo data enly rofer 1o plivral uascorheliona, others Lo hesd-
thelicne as such). In tort ceuniries Lhere Lis been an incivese dn tha oo
decades; awakgi.d Jnicrest onong CJSﬁ5C$33>, putholoyists, epideniolezinty

certainly has aleo contridbuted to this 5n’;¢fF;>*\\

enuivocally crntabliched tiat in cutoprivs eof :";-gt:s vorkers the prevale: o

crtheless §t has L. Lo
reen remarkably higher. Bain et a) (iuV4) reporteld = prevelence of 3,24 «f -l
autopsies in the Hamburg orca, jprobelly relited to the incresse in varjous j.o-

eibidities of exposure in this city with harbours, chipyards, hcavy indusiry,
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