Fr, Hunfred Dowdiieh,
Director of Health and fafety,
Lead Industrsles Assoclatlion,
429 Lexington Avenue,

New York City 1T.

Dear Maniredt

In recponse O your Letter of Lpril 23 and its question L am glad

to woint oubt that the stavement made ¢ the aubtherity ol Doctor
Bailey wn the May lssue ol che PFuem Jdournal Ls substantlally
incorrect. LU Lo quite true that Tie cranit-case CLl Irom engines ugw
Iz leaded gascline has lecad in ite In general; novever, the lead

-

derdived from the fuel o teen decomposed and exiois in ‘norganic
Torm, with the cxcepiion of minutc traces i tetraethyl lead. A very
considerable unumber of observations have teon made on ¢rank-cése oll,
and 1o the Lest of my moviedge no instance bas Deen Jound of signie
ficant cencentratlons of telraetlyl lead. 2t would e reccegnized,

of course, that to the extent that the fuel lz unburned and mized
ViTh cranimecase oid, snall quanctliies of telrazethyl lcad mipht ccecur
therein, along witi: the gascline, as & contaminant. Actually, hovever,
the concentrations tave been tco smell to e cof signiflcance. Analyses
have shown, moreover, that new oll before belng introduced into the
crank~case contains small quantities of lecad compounds, and thereiore
et all of the lead in such oil 1g derived from the fuel. I do not
suggest that cranlecase oll ils the best of all possible 1aterials

Lo use as the vehlcle for inseciicidal sprays for animals. For this
reagon I am not much disturbed by any allegatlions that would render
suchh & solvent unpopular. On the cother hand, I think the Logs can

e regarded as guilte safe frowm the viewpeint of percutancous
avaorption of tetraethyl lead from any source.

Cordlally yours,
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