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BML.OOD LEAD RESTLTS August 23, 1971

William L. Mann, Environmental Mealth Dgpt. - Mew Yerk

R. C. Glats, Region Supt. Productien and Saginesring - Central Regien

sy,

Attached mewspaper ¢lipping was seat to me by Paml Bowma
of our Pittsburgh Plant. As you can see, blood lesads of
.«mwmwummummmuutm-
itien. I am aware that this is ast ficw docunent
and that it primarily is referring te lead peiscaing

of children caused by eating eld paint chips, dut it {s
an indicatica of pessible changes in industrial reporting.

I would appreciate anmy comments that yeou may have ina report-
ing bleod levels of .04 if such directives are forthcoaming.

ROG:hr

ec: L. N. Rerthaeck
K. J. Nichols
R, W, Merritt
J. T. Rich
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Lewd poisoning

ronoriable

Secretary of Heaith Dr. J. Finton
Speller. announced this week that lead
poisoning is now a reportable disease in
Pennsylvania, following action taken by
the Advisory Health Board at its Julv
meeting.

The board made the disease
reportable by defining what constitutes
the presence of lead poisoning and
possible lead poisoning. and by
amending the regulations governing
communicable and noncommunicable
diseases to include them.

According to the new amendment.
lead poisoning is evidenced by a blood
lead level of 80 micrograms (.08 per
cent) or higher and must be reported to
the local health authorities. Possible
Lead Poisoning is indicated by a blood
lead level of 40 to 79 micrograms (.04
per cent to .079 per cent) and must also
be reported.

dlilslelalsle

Dr. Speller said the Surgeon
General, United States Public Health
Service, has recommended lead
poisoning be made a reportable
disease, and said that the
classifications adopted in Pennsvlvania
follow the Surgeon General's suggested
standards.

Lead poisoning is an environmental
disease found in old, poorly maintained
houses. Children. usually between the
ages of 1 and 6. contract it by eating the
pleasant-tasting chips of peeling
tenement walls. painted a generation
ago with leaded paint.

Nationally, an estimated 400.000
children suffer lead-paint poisoning
each year. Some 200 children die. Manv
others are left with permanent brain

.damage and retardation.
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