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Asbestos risk mﬂated
latest study concludes
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WASHINGTON -~ Asbestos’ found
in schools and other publi¢ bmldmgs
poses little risk for lung diséasé and

“asbestos panic” may be leading-to
costly and unnecessary removal
efforts, scientists'said Thursday-

In a study published in the journal
Science, a:team of medical experts
concluded,. “Chrysotile ‘asbéstos,*the -
type of fiber found predommantly in _
U.S. schools and bmldmgs, is not a’
health riék in fhe non«occupanonal
environment.”. ; SoE

‘Clearly. tbe asbestos pamc in. the
United States-‘must "be- curtajled,

especxally becduse unwarranted

poorly coutrolled _asbestos abate-
ment ‘results in’ uxmec&esary risks to
young ‘removal workers who may

develop asbestos related cancerS*m»-’
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and otﬁerr&anatory diseases.
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Dr. RT Mossman of the Unxvem~, .
» ty 'of Vermont’ Medi¢al*School ‘and-
- his’ colleaguessaxd they based their. -

assessiment bl a'téview of the latest
scientific dat& on'ashéstos: The study

did*not réceivé’ fanditig from the -
asbatosmdustry,theysald X 'vr- ’

Asb%tos, a ﬁbrous mmeral used
for* tnsulatiot and* ﬁreprooﬁng “be-+
.-comes hazardous: when it crumbles -
Andtits ﬁbers are mhaled. Exposure
to “asbestos~can cause Tung" cancer

Th Envu'on ental Protecuou
Agency estxmat&‘up {612,000 Amer-
sicans’dié of ‘asbéstos-relatéd cancer
annuany"‘ ith‘most cases’ related to

on-the-job exposure.

Leqy
uspectéd” for mmbhng or’ “frxable
asbestos.*lasf summer-xt xmposed a.
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ConbnuedfromA-L. St e e
will be phased in over séven years. -
Mossman’s' team argues EPAac-
tions have failed to take intoaccount:.
studies’that’ indicate differeat forms-
of - asbestos may’ have “differing:
power to cause disease’The scien-.
tists said most lung diseases appear -
linked to a type-of. asbestos called
amphibole, which’ flakes off .in rod-
like fibers, rather than a type called
cﬁrysoule, ‘Which producs “curly

sgid:” ‘Nme ‘times “out “of 710, 7the
asbestosyouﬁndlnAmmis»d:e
bemgn(harml&)form. :
a’rbestudynotedthechanceachﬂd
eXposed -to. asbestos for™ five years
will eventually die of _asbestos-
rélateddxseasexsat}eastsoomnes
‘less than” his” risk " of druwmnghr
b%mghxtbyamrbeforeagl .

>Charles. Elkins, director of - the,
EI?A's Office.-of Taxic Snbstances,
saxd. “We agree people sbou}d not

““ing’it ranges from $50 billion to$150 :

panic if ‘asbestos is found : :: :but-on -

‘ the other hand to write it off as’an-

insignificant ‘risk"is misleading, be-
causethensksarethem. e

Elkms said “some’ rwearch has
hlnted at - dxfferenca in - cancers:

causmg ‘potential among: various®:,
types -of :asbestos. ‘But . the “EPA™

- official said nd study bas peoven ady .-

type to be totally harmless, so “we-
consxder them all hazardous,” S
"Gee. and his colle3gues contendj_r‘
asb%tos should not be ripped out or -
covered up simply because it is
“crumbling; but tests should be’con= -

The

' ~remaving .
from" the “estimated 730,000 pubfic

and commnrcxal buildings . contain-

bﬂlicn, the scientists sadl v

';\Some pédple - have, argue& _that
" basing asbestos actions on air, tests

.= ia -rathér than visual checks would take

"too much work.. But _Gee said. be
thinks it is more foolish to spend
‘time and money containing a.sb&stos

ductedtoseewhattypextxsandxht_
ABSES L 9 the air. Presently, the ",
the EPA relies mamlyonvxsualmsPec-‘
o _tzonsofasb@tostodeﬁe:mmeafx is .

that does not threaten health” -

- Robert Percival, a pm{mor of
enviroamental law at the University
of Maryland, said the Science article
“contains “the same old-arguments

"that baye been made by -a lot of the

csbestcsmdusmzsf‘ }ungume.
‘When" the EPA™ “drew * “up, . its
asbwospohcy government experta

" concluded; scientific evidence was

not strong ehough to back up claims
that.ope. form of asbestm is safer
than anqgther, hesazd.“‘,_v,';; T
Pemval also said “air -tests- for’
asbstosare unrehable. S
#7The | problem with air; momtormg
xs;tﬁatyoucancomeap with, a

.,readmg that makes ‘you think the

amaxsaaie,andtwommut&slater
prthe~same place, ymcan get.a

- wildly ‘different reading,” be

Permvalconcededtberehave
beenmstancesinwmchnskof

"asbsms exposure has been _over-
ob] 4&‘-&9

But be added mbatos ;emams a
sertous threat becagse bo one has
found a safe éxposure level, and “all
asbestos becomes a bealth hazard at
some point because it all eventually
deteriorates.” |
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meeting between the mayor and an
unidentified mend in_a downtown
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on his schedule at the botel Thursday A
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