panies in instituting a dust and radistion control program. To supple-
ment on-thespot consultation where dangerous lmmrdl were encoun:
icred, an interim report, describing the rrogres of the study and
presenting metheds for correcting harmfu conditions, was issued to
_ the operators in June, 1952,

You may be interested in knowing that onc of the most imvamm
procedures develo was a relatively simple method for collectin
and measuring radon decay products, which prescnt the most signi
cant health batard in the mines. This procedure cnables the mine
aperators to conduct their own tests and check the effectiveness of
onntrol measures for themselves. Several of the larger operators have
alrcady oltained the necessary equipment and have been instructed
in its usc by Division stalf mem

An area of study with Smt ublic health intcrest is that of air
pollution. Evidences of health eflects have taken the problem of air
pollution out of the nuisance class and have aroused both the public
and health suthorities to a new realization of its potential danger.
The Meuse Valley, Belgium, the Donora, Pennsylvania, and the Poza
Rica, Mexico, episodes have proved condlusively that, under certain
metcorological and topographical conditions, unusually hea Ity
tion of hrict duration can cause acute attacks of illness, an eath.
Attention is now being focused on the chronic, or long-range, contia-
\ons exposures to small concentrations of air pollutants w determine
their eflects upon the health of man.

Some ol these answers we liope to obtain [rom a study under way

_ since 1950 in the Detroit, Michigan-Windsor, Ontario, arca. This air
pollution study was requested by the International Joint Commission,
which considers Loundary problems between the nited Stawes and
its immediate neighbors. Both the Canadian and the United Statcs
Governments are participating. The Amcrican phase of the study is
heing conducted by the Division of Occupational Health of the Public
Haalth Scrvice, in cooperation with the local and State governments

and other groups.
During the past year, thousands of samples of contaminants
ciitted from industrial, domestic, and transportation sources were
_enliected by tie mobile laboratory and at stationary sampling sites
thrunghout the area. Various analyscs were made of these samples
to identify the contaminanu. Considerable progress was also made
in the development of stack mmpli.ngi programs 13 industry. Plans
were fursher gcvclopcd for the Liological aspeets of the study, which
represent the next phase.
Some of the requests that we have reccived for service have been
of an urgent nature—industrial emergencies—as was the case when a
radium Gapsule was ruptured in a Cincinnati plant last year, with
resulting exposures of workers and contamination of the plant itself.
Other prohlems, while perhaps not so dramatic, point to the gradual
unfoldment of the vccupational health pragram, and the need for
service in relatively new arcas. The ficld of mental health and human
relations in industry is illustrative of this evolution.
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