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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

. ..+ .. SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF WEST VIRGINIA

CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA

JAMES M, ADKINS, Administrator
of the Estate of Ralph E. Adkins,
Deceased, et al,

Plaintiffs,

MONSANTO COMPANY, a Delaware
Corporation,

)
)
)
)
;
vs, ) No., 81-2098
)
)
)
)
Defendant. )

APPEARANCES ;

Megsrs, Calwell, McCormick &

Peyton,
by W. Stuart Calwell, Jr,, Esq. For Plaintiffs,

Messrs. Bowles, McDavid, Graff &

Love,
by Deborah A, Sink, Esq., For-Defendant,

IT IS STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between
counsel for the plaintiffs and counsel for the defendant
that the deposition of GIRARD INGENTHR™ amy be taken
pursuant to Rule 26 (a) of the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure, on July !l: 1983, at the Radisson Hotel, Room
215, 9th Street and Convention Plaza, St. Louils, Missour{,
before M, JOY SPRINGER, a Notary Public within and for

the County of Madison, State of Illinois; that the
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1ssuance of notice and dedimus is waived, and that this
choai‘t:ioti'-my be taken with the same force and effect
as 1f all Federal rules and statutory requirements had

been complied with.

IT IS FURTHER STIPULATED AND AGREED th;‘t any
and all objections to all or any part of this depositionm,
except objections as to form of the questions asked or
answers given, are hereby reserved and may be raised
on the trial of this cause; and that the signature of
the deponent is not waived. i

k Kk Kk k ok k Kk %k *

GIRARD INGENTHRQN

produced, sworn and examined on behalf of the plaintiffs,
daposes and says as follows:
EXAMINATION
BY MR, CALWELL:
(Whereupon the reporter marked Plain-
tiffs Deposition Exﬁibit: #296 (Monsanto
#8326062) consisting of 1 page; Exhibit
#297 (ionsanto #232335 and 232336) consist-
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C LI ing of 2 pages; Exhibit #298 (Monsanto #232333)
2 ' ‘ | congisting of: 1 page; Exhibit #299 (Monsanto
3 c #8326240 and #8326241) conaisting of 2 pages;
4 Exhibit #300 (Monsanto #8326242 and #8326243)
5 consisting of 2 pages; Exhibit #301 (’b;!;santo
s #8322873 and #8322874)conalsting of 2 pages;
7 Exhibit #302 (Monsanto #236182 through
8 #236186) consisting of 5 pages; Exhibit #303
¢ (Monsanto #233610 through #233612) consisting -

10 of 3 pages, for the purposes of identifieation.)

n . Q (By Mr. Calwell) Would you state your

12 " name, please,

13 Girard Ingenthron,

4 And where do you live, Mr. Inganthron?

15 In Creve Coeur, St, Louils County,

16 And you're employed by Monsanto Company?

17 Monsanto Company,

18 What do you do for Monsanto?

> O > O > o >

19 Public Relations., I'm Directo:.; of

20 the News Bureau,

2 Q Could you briefly tell me what your
22 education 1is.

23 A I have a Degree in Journalism from

24 Marquette University, 4 ’

25 Q Is that like a B.S. or an A.B.?
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A A.B,
Q Did yoﬁ have any post-graduate studies?
A I went to law school for about 25 hours,

night school, while I was working,

Q When did you graduate from college?
A '62.
Q Upon graduation from college where

did you go to work?

A Couple of small newspapers for about
three months each, One in Kansas, one in Milwaukee
area and then to the Kansas City Star as a reporter.

I spent a couple of years there,

Q when did you first go to work for
Monsanto?

A '67. September, '67, '

Q Is that the first {ndustrial chemical

company you went to work for?

A Yes,

Q Prior to that you had éorked for news~
papers?

A No. T worked for a P.R. agency for

three years before that,

Q where was that?
A Kansas City,
Q I presume when you went to work for
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Monsanto in 1967, you went directly into the P.R. end

of the buéiness?

A Right.

Q You're presently Director of the
News Bureau? B

A Right,

Q As I vaguely understood, Monsanto's
divided up into a number of operating companies or
units., Where does the news bureau fit?

A It's a corporate staff.

Q So your services, then, serve the
needs of various operating units, then, I suppose, across
the board?

A More the corporate level needs, and
I also serve as backup for the operating unit people,

Q In the organizational scheme of things
what is your relationship to Dan Bishop?

A Dan is my peer. I handle most outside
contacts with the news media except in the area of
environmental comminications, and Dan handles that, I
serve as a backup to him, also.

Q Now, how long have you been Diractor
of the News Bureau?

A About four years.

Q Prior to that what did you do for the
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company?

A

D:Lrectbr of Editorial Services

immediately prior, which means writing printed pieces,

speeches, annual report copy.

staff?

Company.

Q
A

A

Q
A

Q .

Annual report copy?

(Nods head affirmatively.)

Was that also a corporate staff level?
Yes.

Have you always been at the corporate -

. i.:’é";% .

No. Two jobs prior to that I served

~ for four to five years in the Polymers and Petroc&eﬁicé;ﬁ-}.

And that's an operating «-
Operating unit at Monsanto,

Did you work for any other operating

unit of Monsanto?

in St. Louis?

A
Q

A

Q
A

No,

Hayve you always been stationedﬂhere

No. I spent two years in Brussels,
Is that the Polymers and P2iro .-

No, That was corporate -- It was

international division, but it's a corporate job,

Q

Except for that two-year period have
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you alwvays been here in St, Louis?

A Yes, |

Q 0.K. I want to hand you what's been
marked Plaintiffs' Exhibit #296 (Monsanto #8326062),
Mr, Ingenthron, and ask you to take a look at that

A 0.K.

Q All right, Exhibit 296 is a letter
on Monsanto letterhead dated June 3, 1982, over Sarah
Collins' signgture, and you're shown as a copyee on

LS

that document, are you not?

A That's correct,
Q Do you recall receiving that doeument?
A I don't recall it. I dom't recall

receiving it,

Q Now, lMr. Ingenthror, would you please
read Exhibit #296 to the jury.

A YAs yéu may <now, in the past two
weeks, Monsanto has become the primary fccus for the
plaintiffs' attorney in th2 Agent Orange class ac-tion
sult relating to discovery and deposition processes.
According to the attorney, he is doing #is because
Monsanto was one of the two leading suppliers (second
behind Dow), its product was apparently one of the most

contaminated with dioxin, and the company has an anti-
environmental bias., He bases this on a 1962 Monsanto
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.pany, 1is that right?

Magazine article on pesticides apparetly written in
r.sponséééh Rachel Carsoﬁ's Silent Spring,.

Though Dow seems to have taken the brunt of
Agent Orange backlash, the lategt develooment in the
litigation could raise Monsanto's visibility in ﬁﬁé
minds of news reporters relating to Agent Orange sﬁories.
Another possible 'look for' in this, over and above
general media inquiries, comes from an item mentioned
in Peter Rahn's colum of 5/27/82. He reported é@ét;ylglgii
Mike Wallace was in Vietnam preparing a 60 Minutes Begs - |
ment on the effects of Agent Crange,

We obviously don't know if Wallace's pfqduc;rs
are plamning to request interviews from A,0. manufac-
turers. If they are, they might have tried to talk with
us regardless of lawsuit. However, with ghé latest de;
velopment in the plaintiffs' strategy, it makes the com-
pany an even more important subject,™

Q Now, Mr., Ingenthron, hefore we go on
to the next document, yocu testified earlier that‘you
vere regponsible for pra2naring annual reports or, at

least, prcviding drafts of annual reports for the com-

A In the past.
Q when did you fixrst begin doing that?
A Oh, perhaps, seven years ago.
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Q And do you still have that responsi-
bility? ©
A No.

Q I£f you could, briefly tell me how
it's decidedshat goes into an gnnual report, -

A It's a complex process, The various
portions of the book involve decisiors and distributions
of informetion of a variety of people in the company.

1 can go through each section of the book and explain
that, The first major section istha Chairman's letter,
and the msjor input to that comes from the Chairman.

Q Is there a section in your reports
having to do with toxicology or hazardous material
that the company may be handling?

A Yes, there often is.

Q And does that have a specific section
that it comes under?

A Environmental. It mav have a different

‘Q And would the information for that
particular section of the report, should it be in there,
then come from either the Medical Department or tha
Department of Medical and Environmental Health, something
like that? \

A Right, that's correct.
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Q And would those requests come to you

. by way of written mewo, or sowething like that?

A Requests or you mean the information?
Q Yes .
A Yeah, I guess that's correct. I would

solicit it from the department and I would respond --

Q How would you know to solicit that
kind of information?

A I waa then responsible for assembling -
the Information for the book, so it was part of the :
routine there,

| Q Would somecne tell pu what information
you needed to solicit?

A I'm not sure 1 understand what you mean,

Q Well, for instance, if you were going
to includa something in the annual report about a health
program or health monitoring program ‘:anolving, for .
example, para-amino-biphenyl that was used at one time |

at the Nitro Plant and for some reasen that infoi:mation
was relevant or was to be included in the annual report,
how would you know to ask, for example, the Medical
Department about that? I don't know anything about PAB ‘
was ever put in there, but you see by way of example

what I'm talking about?

A One of two ways. Either I would,
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perhaps, suggest specific information be provided or
the. d-i:nri:n-nt would simply provide informmtion and
suggest that that be included.

qQ 0.K. So there are instances where
you had the authority to make a suggestion as t:o“‘v.hat:
should be included?

A Sure,

Q Do you recall if you ever made a
suggestion regarding toxicity of any substance being
Included in the annual report?

A I don't recall ever doing that,

Q Do you recall if any annual report
during these seven years that you were working with it
included some information about toxiecity?

A I only worked with the book for
approximgtely three or four years, and I don't recall
if any of those contained -- You said information about

specific toxicity of a chemical?

Q Right,
A 1 don't recall that any did.
Q Do you recall anything being published

in the annual report regarding 2,3,7,8 tetrachloro-

dibenzo-para=-dioxin?
A No.
Q Do you ever recall anything appearing

JAMES MAY REPORTING SERVICE
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in an annual report regarding a chloracne problam at
‘the Nitre Plant? |
| A No.

Q Do you prepare press releases as

Director of the News Bureau? -
| A Yes, some,

qQ And in terms of preparing news re-

leases, how does that come about? How do you know what

’,

to write on?

A Again, it depends on the subjeet,

Financial news releases are guided by S.E.C. regulations,

- so those are clear, I don't generally prepare news

relegses on environmental questions because that comes
under Dan Bishop.

Q Sven though that may concern the
press, the fact is the subject matter would dictate that
Dan Bishop would take care of that?

A That's right.

Q Have you ever prepared any news re-
leases pertaining to the chloracne problem at the Nitro
Plant?

A I don't believe sgo,
N Q Did you ever prepare a news release
that links chloracne with 2,3,7,8«TCDD?

A I don't think so.
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qQ Have you ever prapared any news re-

lease p.et'ta.ining to Raymond Suskind or any studies he

may have doua on the Nitro work force?

A No.
Q Would that all come under Dan B~i:z.;.h0p?
A Yes.
Q Who in Monsanto has the authority to

put the f£inazl approval on the annual report? Is there
some person or department that does that?

A Chairman,.

Q The Chairman. Now, I realize that
that is ultimately his responsibility, but as a practical
matter who really does the review for accuracy and makes
the recommendation for the Chairran that the report is
in order and therefora should be approved?

A That would include several people,
It would include an attorney that worked in the financial
area. It would include the Comptroller of the company,
Vice Prcs.idnnt of Public Affairs. Each of those -pe0p1e
would make recommendations to their own asuperiors, so
their superiors would also be involved. But those three
people, I guess.

Q And on a particular item that may
appear in the annual report, would I be correct in

assuming that one of these three people that you have
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identified would go to the appropriate department or

n

1o§ez'at!;ﬁg:’ imit for clarification or correction?

- A No. That would generally be done
by whoe;n;'s doing the writing or production of the
annual report, so that person in the public Re]aé-i;:ns
Department who writes a section on, say, the plastics
company would get clearance from the Managing Director

of the Plastics operating unit,

Q From the Managing Director?
A Right,
Q So this checking of the work oeccurs

really before it gets to the three peopls that you have
identifiad for accuracy --

A Oh, they see it at various stages,

Q And that wouid be true, .too, for
any question about the technical aspects or the correct-
ness of something that aight affect the i‘edical Depart-
ment or DMEH, so you would go directly to that source?

A That's right, directly fo the DMEH,

‘Q Has this informatlon that you briefly
described been the same since you went to work for
Monsanto?

A I can only speak for the last seven
years, I think it's been the same during that period.

Q Generally. Thers probably have been
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som8 minor --
- ‘-A Probably the sams,
- Q Now, in connaction with Exhibit 296
which yo;: have before you, why would you be receiving
a copy of that? -

A For a period of six or eight months
during 1982 Dan Bishop was assigned to the Brussels
office and 1 took over his administrative duties,

Two people working in Environmental Communicatioqa.;lf~”
reported to me during his absence, One of them u;s”
Sarah Collins, so she carboned me routinely on corres-
pondence, |

Q In connection with the subject matter
of Zxhibit 296, did you receive any briefing in your
company or were you orientecd tos those matters as you
filled in for Dan Bishop?

A No particular briefing. I was familiar
with the general issue here,

Q And would that familiarity have nor-
mally or naturally arisen in the courserof your regular
duties?

A Yes,

Q What is your mission as Director of
News Service?

A To make sure that Monsanto is represented
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in the prass in the greas of sclence, finance, personnel

‘and othet ‘aspects accurately,

Q Does that charge of duties except out
en;:ironmntal me tters?

A Yes.,

Q Does it except out health in the work-
place mtters?

A Generally speaking,

Q Since you have been Director of News
Service, has that been true?

A Yes.

Q Those matters would be fairly exelu-

- slvely assigned to your peer, Dan Bishop, {s that correct?

A Yes,

Q Did you take any action with regsrd
to the information transmitted to you by Sxhibit 2967

A I don't recall anv,

Q Your copy of 296 wauld have just been
filed in the normel course of events in your office?

A That!s correct,

Q Lot me hand you what's been marked
Plaint{ffg' Exhibit #297 (Monsanto #232335).

All right, Mr. Ingenthron, that Ex-

hibit 297 is a letterAdated November 17, 1981, apparently,
over Dan R. Bishop's signature, is that correct?
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document?

O P o >

A
Q

A
Q

A

Q.

A

Correct,.
And 1it's on Monsanto letterhead?
Right,

You were shown as a copyee on that

Right.

As far as you know, you received a

copy, ls that correct?

That's correct.

Now, I see according to this Dan

Bishop 1s in the country, so, apparentlv, that's bafore

" he left for Brussels?

‘Right,

Why would you be receiving a copy

of this particular nemno?

Because 1'm in charge of the news,

I try to stay abreast of all Ilssues facing the company,

so he carbons me routineiy Ior informzional nurposes,

Q And you, likewice, I guess, would
carbon him 1f you felt it appropriate?

A Right,

Q For the same reason?

A Right,

Q In paragraph two of the cover letter,

which, apparently, encloses a copy of an article appearing

[T — - -
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in the Charleston Sunday Gazette-Mail as page 2 of
that exhiﬁit, the letter reads, "It's unfortunately
very easy to lose sight of real benefits when everyone
becomes so hungz up on potential risks, This story needs
to be told more often, but we obviously aren't tbe ones
to tell 4£.," Do you see whare that 1s?

A Yes,

Q Do you know what potential risks

Dan Bishep 1s referring to?

& T can only speculate.

) What did {t mean to you when you read
this?

A Chloracne, 1 didn't really think about
it

Q In jour position as Director of the

Monsants Yews Seryice, have ycu received any briefing

about the naotential risks of Agent TJrange exposure or

A To 2 zertain degree T have become

familiar with risks assoclated with exnocsures,

2 And has that been in connection with
your job?

A Yes.

Q And what have you been mde aware of?

A That there is a potential for chloracne,

H
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that three health studies at Nitro have showm that there

. ‘are no oﬁﬁir long-term health effects associated with

exposure,
Q Do you recall what three health studies
you're referring to?
A No. I recall one as Dr, Suskind
from the University of Cincinnati,
q Do you recall when that study my
have been done?

A T'm not certain, T think it was com=

pleted in '92,

2 And as far as you mow, 1t was coml;leted
in '82?

A I should say reoorted in '82,

qQ Do you know 1if that was a morbidity
study? |

A I'm not certain,

Q And do you 'mow how you found out

that this study was renorted? Was it something you
read in the pevers or did you have some connection
with the yelease?

A No, 1It's something I read about,

n Your company c'lid not provide you with
any kind of a briefing on 1it?

A No,
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Q And was this something that came
under Dan Bishop's authority?

A Yes,

Q Did you receive any other information
from your company about dioxin or Agent Orange o;~£he
Nitro work force?

& Not that I recall,

Q 1'd like to hand yu what's been
marked Plaine{ffe' Txhibit 7298 (Monsanto #232333),

A 0K,

n A1l rizht, Mr, Ingenthron, Zxhibit
298 13 on Jonsanto letterhead owv2r Dan Bishop's signﬁ-
ture, dataed fertanber 24, 1921, 1= 1% nat?

: Nirht,

3 And, azaln; you were qhqwn as raceiving

a2 cony 7€ that lettesx,

A Yes,

Q As for =28 vou Wnw, 717 you receive
a copy?

A I don't recall,

2 You have no reason to cdoubt that you

didn't, however?
A Yo,
Q And were you providecd a copy of this

letter by wvay of‘just Information from Mr, Bishop's

JAMES MAY REPORTING SERVICE




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

2]

22

23

24

25

office, as far as you know?
| "A That would be the reason, yes,

.'.Q That would be thes same reason as Ex-

“hibit 297, then, I presume?

A Right,

Q If you would, please, read to the
jury the body of that exhibit,

A "For your information, the following
news jitems appeared on the front page of today's The
Wall Street Journal: ‘'Agent Orange affected more GI's
in Vietnam than previously thought., Secretary of
Health and Human Services Schweiker said 41 Spray‘i;ig
mirssiorm of the defoliant, which 18 now linked té a
variety of ailments, were dumped on areas where U, S,
troops were, He substantiated claims by veterans'
groups of high levels of exposure but coul;ln't give
firm figures.'

It {s very uncharacteristic of the WSJ to
engage in such biased, sloppy reporting, e.g., tha use
of phrases 1like 'Agent Orange affected' and 'the de-
foliant 18 now linked to, .'

I realize that this 'now linked' language

probably came from Schweicker's press conference but

it's not clear from this report and no less alarming, in

any event,
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One could conclude that this signals a new
administpgtion position on Agent Orange, We are try-
ing to obtain a copy of the entire transcript of the
p;:ess conference, By copy of this memo, I'm asking
Mr, Pickard to give us a reading from his perch in
Washington."

Q I'd 1ike to thank you, Mr. Ingenthron,.

I'd 1ike to ask you, Mr. Bishop makes

reference to some uncharacteristically bilased raporting,

in his opinion, by the Wall Street Journal., In the.

course of performing your job did you have any infor-

~ mation at your disposal to allow you to make a judgmant

about the truth or accuracy of the quote in the Wall
Street Journal that appears there in paragraph 1 of
Exhibit 2987

A I'm not sure I understaﬂd what you're
asking for.

Q Well, apparently, just f£rom reading
Mr. Bishop's memo, he's concerned that, apparently,
the quoted materials in the Wall Street Journal are
biased and, perbaps, sloppily reported. So I'm asking
you if from your job if you had any knowledge yourself
as to whether the quoted materials appeared to be biased
or slopplly reported to you?

A Yeah, I would say they make unfair
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implications.

“Q 0.K. And does it appear to be sloppily
report:aq fo you also?
- A I guess it depends on one's definition
of sbppy reporting. o

Q Yes. Using your definition doas 1it?
A I guess you could call it sloppy.
Q Now, again, from your perspective,

what do you base your conclusion that the quoted materials
are sloppily reported or biased unfairly? .- B

A As I said, they meke implications

" that a variety of allments are linked cto the defoliant,

and that's not proven.

Q And Ia 1581 what would you have based
that conclusion on? .

A Well, my general knowledge of the
issue from readiﬁg press reports, from information such
as this, informatiomn coples on the issue,

Q So your conclusions or opinions are
drawn from press reports and coples of memos that you
receive from the Public Relations Department?

A Well, as well ss other data that I
dealt with at the company, that's right.

Q What other data would that be?

A let's gee, I would have dealt with
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some of this information in preparation for executives
for.thé ghnual report,

qQ And what information was provided
for you to do that?

A Information from DMEH, dealing with
the general issue.

Q And did that informmtion, was it
like a memoranda and so forth?

A Yes,

Q Mr. Ingenthron, I'm going to hand

you what'a been marked Plaintiffs' Deposition Exhibit

"~ #303 (Monsanto 233610).

A 0.K.

3 Mr. Ingenthron, Exhibit 303 is on
tonsanto letterhead, is it not?

A It is,

Q And it appears to be a Chlorinated
Dibenzo Dioxins Discussion Paper from G. E. Paget to

George Roush, datad June 5, 1979, is that correct?

A Right.

Q Have you ever seen this document before?
A .I don't believe so,

Q Is this the type of briefing document

you would have received?

A No. The type of document I'm talking
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about 13 a very simple, general, perhaps, one paragraph

cn the usua The greategt detaill I received was from
reading.priss reports, technical literature from such
books as C, and E. News, Science magazine and such,

Q If you would look on page 1 of that
document under paragraph denominated "Causes of Concern,"

A Right,

Q And 1f you would read paragraph nume
bered 1 there to the jury.

J "1. 'Dioxins, the Most Polsonous

Substances Xnowm to Man' is now a media cliche and

- elicite shudders of horror almost equal to 'A Sea of

Carcinogens' or 'Love Canal,' We must be sensitive to

this publle awareness and be prepared with data and a

asponse if 'Monsanto dicxins' reach the public eye
as they did in the notorious Sturgeon spill (no matter
what the actual facts were in that case)."

Q Is the subject matter of paragraph
numbered 1 something you would have contended with in

your job as Director of News Service?

A You mean this subject matter specifically
Yes,
A No. Many people in the company have

opinions on media treatment and express them this way,

There's no reason for me to treat thig particular

-5
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paragraph.

' Q Did you receive any specific charge
or diraqtidn with reference with how to handle the
dioxin {ssue fdentified in here as "dioxins, the most
polsonous subgtances knowvm to man''?

A No.

Q All right, WNow, let me hand you
what's been marked Plaintiffs' Exhibit #2299 (Monsanto
£8326249),

A C.X.

A All right, Mr, Ingenthron, Exhibit

299, llixewise, is on Monsanto letterhead, is it not?

A Right,

3 Is it a Yay 1, 1979, wmemorandum over

the signature of James &, McKee?

A That's righet.

n And you're shown as a copyee of that
memo?

‘A Right,

Q And 1s there any reason to belleve

you didn't receilve a copy of 1it?

A No reasocn,

Q And, again, let me ask you why you
would have received this particular memo?

A An informational copy. I was in the
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same job at that time, I guess,

Q In numbered paragraph 3 on page 1 of
the exhibit, reference is made to the establishment
of a Task Force, Do you know what Task Force is re=
ferred there?

A Just as 1it's described. I don't
know that it was ever formed, |

Q Do you know 1f you ever received
coples of any materials that such a Task Force might
have generaved? ’

A I don't recall any.

3 Do you know what the purpose of that
Task rorce was to lave been?

A just as it's described liere,
3 If you'll look at, I guess, the second
unnumbered paragraph, part e, there is some reference

made fo pnreparation of positlve storlas,

A Right,

Q " Do you know what that hzs reference to?
A I sure don't.

Q Have you ever been asked to prepare

positive stories on this issue involving dioxin or Agent
Crange?
A Yo,

Q Is that something that you in Public

JAMES MAY REPORTING SERVICE
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Relations or News Service business at Monsanto, {s that

| SRR

~a.charge that you get with some frequency, to prepare

ébsitiv{ stories?

A In conﬁection with protection of
worker heslth or environment, yes, B

Q To prepare positive stories in con-
nection with those two issues?

A That would be an occcasional issue,
sure. Not stories so much as company literature, such
as a Public Affairs Bulletin, |

Q All right, I want to hand you what's
been marked -lainciffs' Ixhibit #300 (Monsanto {#8326242),
and ask you o take a minute to look that over,

L] ~~ vy
LA AR N

All right, Mr, Ingenthron, Exhibit

#3C7 1s a Mconsanto memorandumr, is 1t not?

A That's right.
Q And 1t's dated Tune 4, 1979, over

Joseph Nolan's signature?
A Right.
Q And, again, you're shown as a copyee

of that document, right?

Q Who 1is Joseph Nolan, 1f you know?
A Vice President of Public Affairs,Monsanto
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Q Is that a corporate staff position?
A Yes,
Q And what 1s your relatlonship in

an organizational sense to Joseph Nolan?

A I report to the Director of Public

Relations who reports to Joseph Nolan,

3 He's a superior of yours?
A Right,
3 You're once removed from Mr. Nolan?

.,
e

vh huh (yes).

“ Is Mr, Nolan's office In St. Louils?
A Yag,
Y Aanc, in fact, you all occcupy the ame

office arex ur Zocation!

EA No, He's in ancther building,

3 And, again, why would jycu be gecting
a copy 9f thls zemorandum} .

A Informtional,

Q Do you know why this ir-.:;.’of:natic-)n was
being put out =y Mr., Nolan?

A Mot specifically, no,

3 If you would, please read that
document to che jury.

A "Reflecting on our visit to Nitro,

I think there is a decisive difference between the
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agitation against the chemical companies in the Ranawha
Vglley ;na,aemonstrations elsewhere, That critical
differer%ce:.lies in the fact that the Xanawha situation
has a lively potential for national exposure.

You have an energetic, prowotion-savv&ﬁ-
self-interest outfit in the West Virginia Citizens
Action Grou:, You have an equally aggressive labor
representative from the Uﬁit&d Steelﬁorkers of Armerica.

These two have aiready succeeded in flagging the atten-’

tion of sed’a-conscious Dr, Trving Seiikoff in New York, .=

as well as che Associated Press feature ::aff, and we
cal expect a 004 Jeai more in the noach:s z2head,

tle vame 'bypass-the-local-establish-
menteancego-natima’! strategy that 3zul Alinsky, the

13 ]

tn

42'. in the equail

-
AX® )

Rodakx to it. knees in the late 1
opportunity case in Rochester, Ney Yor':,

From Monsanto's standpoinc, there arz some
strongly negative aspects %o the story, 2ur Mitro
plant is fifty years oid and, degpite the commendable
improvements made racently, it-is scarcely an advertise-
ment for the modern chemical compiex.

The Agent Crange furor provides just the kind

of 'news peg' that media people look for,

The PAB experience, with its documented death

€ 1lE-stylec (hlcagy radica?l, #sllowed in bringing Eastman
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count f;gm bladder cancer, has an evergreen quality
tﬁat'gu;rantees continued press attention,

" The Appalachia setting,rich in tawdry tales
of business insensitivity, furnishes a natural backdrop
for allegations of corporate indifference to the human
condition,

The Selikoff-Suskind face-off provides gn
added £1111, for the nedig. One man skilied in the
slashing ar: of 'talking in headlines'; the other stand-
2£fishly Insisring that when he has anything to say :

he'll do sc in the professional journals {presumdly

long after :ihe oedia have lost interast in the matter).

it i3 ioportant to distinguish between the
two studies, Jr, ouskiad's will be rigorously coniined
o5 dioxin ancd the deiayed effacts (if any) of worker
exposure, Lr, Seliloif'y wiil addr2ss lfzelf to dioxinm,
hut 7111 e nuch wider ranging, examining any 111 effects
workers may have from their 2xgerisnce at Nitro, It
1s entirely possible we =might fare very w21l in éhe
dioxin study, aad not g3 well in the other one which
will be releasec £irst,

Our counter-thrust has got to be 'Monsanto

is concerned. We care,' And we have to prove this in

words and deeds,

In view of the urgency of the situation, I
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[



10

n

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

think it is important for you to allocate virtually all

1, your time ﬁnd effort to this project during June and

July. Then we can take a second look and see where we
gb from there."
Q All right, Thank you, Mr. Ingenthron.
Did you receive any briefings from
your department regarding the issues ralsed in Exhibit
3067

I con't beliesve so.

HE

BEVES

1id yu 2yer discuss this documzﬁé
with anyone in your department with raference to
sreparacion oI hews releases or any other action that
you night na ta.ean in the course of your business?
- & caat I recalil,
< -2 yoo hzve any ideg why it's obe
served in pacagraph aumber one fhat the critical

c¢ifference iles In the Jacc che Zarmawha situation has

r

a lively potentia: for uacionai exposure!?

A nlr us ne describes it in the zemo,
Q Tocu tave not recceilved any additional

{nstructicn as tc wh, the Kanawha situation has a

lively potential for national exposure?

A No.
Q Do you know of any reason why 1t doas?
A No,
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Q In the last paragraph on page 2 of

" that doeﬁmlht, Mr. Nolan observes, "In view of tha

urgency of tha situwmtion, I think {t &5 important for
you to ailocate virtuaily all your time and effort
to this project during June and July." Were you”in-
cluded in that directive?

A No.

Q Do you have any ide; what the urgency
is that's referred to there?

A Just as he describes {it.

Q What relationship does yocur departmant
have with Mr., Plerre Wilkins, if any?

A He's a former employee of Monsanto

who was In the New York office on the Public Relations

staff,
Q And was he a peer of yours?
A Yes.
Q Again, a corporate staff?
A Right.
Q And how did his job differ from yours?
A He dealt with New York media directly,

He was a liason for St. Louis with the New York news
media.
Q Egsentially he had the same job that

you had except that it was primarily concentrated on the

JAMES MAY REPORTING SERVICE
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New York media?

. A No., He served more extensively the
operating units in that he was limson for those units
with tha trade press in New York City.

Q Did Mr., Wilkins answer to the same

superior that you answered to?

A As I recall, he did,
Q Do you know why he left the company?
A My understanding of the situatiom

was that he was offered g transfer to St., Louis and-
chose to leave the company rather than leave New York,

Q Let me hand you what's been marked
Plaintiffs' Exhibit #301 (Monsanto #8322873), and ask
you to take a look at that, if you would, please,

A 0.K.

Q All right, Mr, Ingenthron, again,
Exhibit 301 is on Monsanto letterhead, is it not?

A Right.

Q And it appears to be a memoran&um

prepared by Pierre Wilking, who at that time was an

employee of Monsanto, dated May 9, 1979, is that correct?

(A Right. . .

Q And you were shown as a copyee for
this memo?

A Right,
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' Q And, again, there's no reason to
-'}.\btl-ieﬁ yuu didn't get a copy of it at the time?
- A That's corract.
’Q If you would read paragraphs 1 and
2, please, to the Jury.
Q "The interview of Royce Scott and
Owen Dolin by AP reporter Jane White covered the history
of the 2,4,5-T incident in 1949, resultant health
effects, the Suskind and the Selikoff studies and &
review of current environmental, health and safety
programs at Nitro,
| Prior to the reporter's arrival, the three
of us had the opportunity to go through anticipated
questions and responses, an exercise that proved par-
ticularly valuable." '
Q Thank you, Mr. Ingenthron,

In paragraph 2 reference is made to
an opportunity to go through snticipated questions and
responses, Is & part of your job to prepare questions
and answers and the like in similar circumstances?

A Not so much the gnswers., To prepare
executives for the style of questioning, yes.

Q So a part of your job is to be aw;re
of, perhaps, an inquiring reporter's technique or style?

A Right. '
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Q And do you maintain files on various
reportarit’
T
Q How do you become familar with their --
A I was a reporter, )

Q All right, So what you're saying is
this is general observations rather than personal ob-
servations about any reporter?

A Right.

Q So part of vour job Is simply to
prepare executives to question and ansgwer format?

A Right,

Q who prepares the aaswers to the questions

that are prepared?

A Whoever's being interviewed,

Q And are those written o::7

A Wot generally, no,

Q Have you presared writtea questions

with prepared responses for people to review in the past?

A Written responses?

Q Yes, sir.

A Not for an interview, not that I can
recall.

Q 0.K, In yar job as News Director

and the seven years you have been with Monsanto dealing

JAMES MAY REPORTING SERVICE
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been there have you had occasion forany reason to pub-

et .

L e
-1ish worke¥s' complaints about what they think's wrong

" with them?
- ) A No.
Q It's always been pretty much Mogéanto's
side?
A I haven't really dealt with the issue
much,
Q 0.K, I want to hand you what'g beqh .

, e

marked ixhiblt #302 (Monsanto #236182), and ask you to

Just take a glance at it. 1 suspect from your earlier

" testimony that this was something that was probably

under Dan R. Bishop's job?

A 0.K.

< All right., r. Ingenthron, Exhibit
302 is a memorandum from Dan X. 3ishog, l: It not?

A Right.

Q Dated february 15, 1Y77, and it appears
to enclose g couple of drafts of news reiEases af pro-
posed news releases, does it not?

A Right,

Q You were shown as a copyee or carbonee,
Again, is this just another informational distribution
to you?

A Correct,

- . Y,
.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my

hand and affixed my notarial seal on this

day of July, 1983.

Notary Public within and for the
County of Madison, State of Illinois.
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Q If you'll look at: the first news
release on page 1 of the first release, there is some
underlined material there.

A Right.

s Lid your department have any respon-
sibility for reporting the issues raised there?

A My section, no.

Q In other words, the long-term health
effects relating to s toxic impurity in the chemical
trichlorophenol was something that was under I'an Bishop

not you, is *-hac correct?

A «s

Ann on page 1 of tI~t first news re-
r- fere.ice is ..ace U. the uumoereb paragraph 1
tnere abou*. a program wnich, apparently, is a health

program of sorts?

A Uh huh (ye.,,.
Q to you have an/ knowledge about that?
A Ho, | Jon'h
Q bo you know what's being referred to

there?
A Only as | r”ad it.
Ar.d, again, that's something your
department would not have had responsibility for, is

that correct?
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1 statt of lllinois )
. ) SS.

2 COUNTY Or MADISQM )

3

4 I, M JOY SPRINGER, a Notary Public, duly
5 commissioned and qualified in and for the County of
6 Madison, dtate of Illinois, do hereby certify that
7 pursuant to notice came before me on the 8th day of
8 July, 1982, at the Radisson Hotel, Room 215, 9th

9 street anc Convention Plaza, St. Louis, l\/Iissouri,,_._,1 .
10 CIRALD INC .NfHRJN, who was by me duly sworn to tea-
n tify to th- truth and nothing but the truth of his
12

.uiowi.cugc touching and concerning the matters in

13 controvery m tnis case; tbiat he was thereupon

14 i- -.mainme upon oa-*m ane —w e-"amitiati.on

5 reduced cr writing ur.cer ciy supervision; that the

16 reposition is a true recoil od the testimony given
7 ay the witness; and signature oi the witness was

18 not waived.

B I FURTKLR CdRTIFY that | am neither attorney
20 nor counsel for nor related to nor employed by and

2 of the parties to the action in which this deposition
22 is taken; and further, that | am not a relative or
2 employee of any attorney or counsel employed by the
% parties hereto, or financially interested in the

25

action.
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IN WITNESS "HEREOF, | have hereunto set my

hand and affixed my notarial seal on this

day of July,

1983.

Notary Public within and for
County of Madison, State of
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PATRICK C. DOWD
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*ILLINOIS AND MISSOURI

Mr. Rex Carr
Cohn, Carr,
Schlichter

Coburn, Croft s Putzell
Attorneys at Law
One Mercantile Center-Suite 2900
St. Louis. Missouri 63101-1606
(314) 621-0575

ILLINOIS OFFICE
312 SOUTH ILLINOIS STREET
BELLEVILLE. ILLINOIS 62220
(61B) 277- 1020

December 22, 1983

Korein, Kunin,

& Brennan

412 Missouri Avenue

E. St. Louis,

Re:

Dear Rex:

Illinois 62201

Kemner, et al. vs. Monsanto Company,

RUTH ZIMMERMAN BEEG*
PAUL M. BROWN*
ELLEN E. BONACORSI
BRUCE D. RYDER"'
CHRISTOPHER F. JONES”
DANIEL X. ENGLE-
KUHTIS B. HEEG®
LARRY A. REED™*
WALTER O. THEISS*
RONALD L. HACK*
DAVID S. o : LUGAS*
BRADLEY A. WINTERS
MICHAEL H. OUBERMAN™*
SUZANNE M. HORN*
M. JANE RUDOLPH
ROBERT J. GRYZMALA*
PETER M. HAMILTON*
edwin G. Harvey™
MARK A. BAYLES*
JAMES W. HOWARDS
DIANA J. HARTER
DEAN L. FRANKLIN
KETHINA O. BAKEWELL

et al.

Enclosed please find, per your request to Mr. Heineman,
copies of the depositions of Monsanto executives which were

taken iIn the Adkins vs.

BDR/sm
enclosure

Monsanto litigation.



