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URGENT . .
Memorandum For: MEMBERS
Subject: Proposed. Revision to OSEA Asbestos Standard

(29 CFR 1910.1000)

On September 30, the Secretary of Labor signed a document
proposing a revision to the Occupaticonal Safety and ‘Health
Aéministration standard for exposure -to.asbestos. " A co of
this document is rushed to vyour. attention. ' The document ‘is
scheduled for official publication in the Federal Register
on Thursday, October 9.

. OSEA Proposed Standard Would: . .

... Reduce the perm;ss;ble exposure limit €0 a TWA of 0.5 fibers
per cubic centimeter (500,000 fibers per cubic meter) and
reduce the ceiling limit to 5 Zibers per cubic centimeter
(5 million £ibers per cubic meter).

... Add 2 15 minute sampling period for determinztion of the
ceiling limit,

... Establish additional requirements for regulating areas,
‘emplovee rosters, hygiene facilities, employee information
.and training, signs and labels, monitoring and medical
surveillance.

... Zxtend the period for retention of monitoring and medical
recorés to 40 years or for the duraticn of the emplovees!
employment plus 20 years, whichever is longexr.

:de censtruction activisties Zrom revised standard buz
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© m=-—=-ould continue coverage oI these aciivities under the
ls

ting standard. It is intended that a separate re-
ion would be proposed for the construction industry.
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“ajcr issues raised by this orovosal and for which oublic

oy
coTment is invi

ise
ted:

... Wnether the permissible limit for an f-hour time weight ed
average exposure (TWA) should be lowered to 500,000 fibers
per cubic meter (0.5 fiber per cubic cen;;meterL,.and if
so, would such an exposure provide an adeqguate margin of
Sc;&uy to protect employees agzinst known and suspected

orkplace hazards of asbestos.

... Wnether the permissible ceiling limit should be reduced
to S million fibers per cubic meter (5 fibers per cubic
centimeter) and, if so, would such an exposure provide
an adequate margin of safety to protect employees against
known and suspected workplace hazards.

... Wneiher tile p.oposed ratanition pericd fer mﬁd;-al 2né roni-
toring records of former enployees would be apurop:za.e and
adecuate. ..

... Whether the information gathering regquirements cf the pro-
pesal would create any administrative and economic burdens
on employers, particularly those employing small numbers
of employees or having workforces which are highly transient. -

" ... Whether the provision for job reassignment on account of
mecdiczl unsuitability adequately and sffectively furthers
the puzposes of the. Act.

... Wnether compliance with the pr ooosal would be technologzcal’v
zné econoﬂ;cally feasible for all affected industries.

... Wnat zre the projected environmental and inflationary izpacts
oZ'the proposal.

InZlzzionary Impact Assessmant, —_— -

accordance with Executive Crder 11221 and OME Circular
C7, CSER intends to prepare a sbatement which will assess

-1

the inflationary impacts oh the proposed standard. This
szetezent will be made avai ble to the puklic at leazst 30
cdzvs zrior to a public near;nc on the cro:osa’ Written
commants and oral testimony on the anticipated economic im-
zect will e welcome.

1 does no= contain an anticipact

... T~he ozcsosa 2é effecti cate
2z this time. TFollowing raview of the environmental and
inflacionery impact assessments and th2 receord ol cthe
oudlic heazring, 1% one is helé, OSHA will propose a date Y
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