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Monsanto careful Wlth chemicals

Mailbag

To tha editor,

A recent article by
W ashington carTespondenis,
Martha Angle and Raobert

Waltlers, took excepllon to the
Monganlo communications
program designed to create a
more balanced perspective of
chemicals among the
American _ publjc.

Ac a Monslnto emplovee
tamiliar with this program, 1
am concerned al the article’s
‘lack of objectivity and
misrepresentation of the pro-
: gram’s objeclives,
;. Called the ‘‘Chemlca]l Facts
sof Life,'" Monsanto's diverse
ccommunications progrem was
- net conceived o vestriet com
munications or loss over
chemical problem. What it is
In'ended fo do is instill a beller
understanding of bath the risks
gnd benefits of chemical use

M

and fo facllitate. discussions
betiween cltlzens and Monsan-

o,

Monsanto’s program does
invoive the use of advertising
to tell part of our message.
Another element of the pre-
gram is e speakers® bureau
composed o company
employees throughout the
United States. These speakers,
appearing before various local
groups, have discussed a wide
range of topics relating to the
role of chemicals in our socie-
ty. Other elements of the pro-

~N

gram Include a series of
chemnical facts bulletins and a
“Chemical Facts of Lire”
bookiet exploring in detail
publle concerns  oOver.
chemicals,

Mentioned in the articie were
pdlychiorinated biphenyls
(PCBs) and Monsanto’s alleg-

hesflancy to discuss this
subject In its CFOL program.
Cornirary the article’s
allegations, Monsanto is and
has been very concerned about
the environmental problems

posed by PCBs.

The ~entire \ history of
Monsanto involvernent with
PCBs and, T submit, the com-
pany’s concerned posture In
trying to deal responsibly with
this wvery difflcult risk-benefit
problenr is a matter of public
record.

Monsanto s totally com-
mitled to operating In a
socially responsible manner.
We also care about the public’s
perception of our operatioms.
As such, we believe strongly
that we have a right and, in-
deed, an obligation to preeent
the risk-benefit discussion of
chemicals in & clear and
reasoned manner.

Gary ¥. Barton

Public Relations Manager
Mansanto Industrial
Chemicals Co,

S1. Louis, Mo.
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