March 23, 193%6

Dr, W, A, Ruth

Chief in Pomologlcal Physlology
University of Iilinoils

College of Agrilculture

Urbana, Illinoils

Dear Dr. Buth:

My Buropean brip kept me out of
the country longer than I expocted and I only rsturned
e few days ego. I have now had time to go over all cof
the correspondence which accunmleted in my sbsance end
I have noted gour various letters, particularly the one
of February luth to lMr. L. S. Hitshner,

In view of the situetion which has
been reached in the discussion of this metter, I have noi
considered 1t advisable at this time to wrlte to Wr, Hitchner
alnce a letter to him on the subject would slmost certainly
be interpreted as & ples for contributions, I do nect wish to
assume a stand-offish position with regerd to the financial
errengements for carrying on the work which we contemplated
in our outline of the proposed program for experimentotiom,
aend I should be very glad to reply to any questions concerning
this matter which Er. Hltchner might wish to ralse. I should
also be quite willing to dilscuss the gquestion with him on
any of my visits to Hew York, but I should want thisz to
be definitely at hisz invitation.

The situation of the laboratory is such
at the moment that to embark on an experimental program of the
magnitude considered in our original discussicn would require
& groat deal of rewarrangement of our present work., I am still
yory much interested in doing the job in the manner outlined
but I could not at the moment, or even for some months, divert
the work of the laboratory in such a way as to tackls this
questlion on the scale proposed. On the other hand we should
be setting up a program fod ths balance of our yeards worl.
at a reasonably early date. From our point of view it would
be wlse to bring this matter to a head as soon as possible
anéd to determine not so much what funds are needed to work
as we intended, but what funds are avdilable to extend our
experimentation into this fleld at an early date. By late
summar or early fall we shall have to know definitely whether
or not we are to undertake the Job which we have had 1in mind
and on what scale we are to work, To & very conslderable
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extent we can adapt ourselves to the funds ave iniie wio .
the understanding that the work will havo to oxtond cve.
considerable period of time. From the gencral 4rewn: ce
correspondence I am inclined to belleve that 1t wouic we

wise to obtain lumpesum contributions to a fund to be devotsa
to thls type of experimentation. If such funds werc olnege
in our hands, we would plan our experimentation on thg ;fg?-

of the amount avallable, and on the basis of our faciliiics.
The worl to be done not within a definite periocd of time b:%
to.the extont that the funds and our own organization permie
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I feel guite confident that if you can obtaln certeln contrie
butions for this purpose, I can obtaln certain additional funds,
However, it would be necsessary that such funds be suni;lied without
any strings or without any conditions other than that 1t be
devoted to the general type of experimentation which T hive
previcuely dlscussed with you and your assoclates. I6 would

be my suggesbtlon that the request be made for singic lunpesum
contrivutions, with the understanding that the coutribubor
would be entirely frees to exercise his owh judgment as to
whother or nct he wished later to mske additional contributlons
to carry the work further. This would put upon us the burden
of carrying on in such a manner as %o Justify further supnort,
but wounld obligate NO one to mainbtalin such furbther suppord,
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I fecel gulte sure that you undersband
that the actual planning of the work will have to be done in
this leboratory, Obviocusly we should be prepared to listen Bo
eriticism and zdvice from any and all sources, but the decislion
as to how our work is to be planned end carried out will have
to reside in my hands, I should be pleased to heve the acbive
interect of all of the group and persons that you have montiued,
put T shell not be in position to spend much btime 1n prolonged
end detalled discusslons and in pumerous and frequent progress

reporta.
Very btruly yours,
RAK:is Robert A. Xohove, l.el,
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