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July 7, 1970

0. M. Favorito

W. R. Grace § Co.

62 Whittemore Avenue
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02140

Dear Mr. Favorito:

As requested by Mr. C. H. Wendel, we are giving you background
information on the asbestos story in Southern Califormia.

The problem started with issuance of the June 8, 1970 directive from
the Division of Industrial Safety, copy enclosed. Three jobs in
Southern California have been officially stopped, copies of the stop
orders and corrective requirements are enclosed. The job locations
are:

1. Veterans Administration Hospital, La Jolla
2. Treasury Store, long Beach
3. Brookshire Medical Center, Downey

In the case of the Veterans Administration Hospital job and the Treasury
Store, work has resumed and the only exception to the required corrective
measures is that a fresh air supply is not required. The applicator is
wearing a Bureau of Mines type respirator.

In recent conversation with Mr. Pickthall, who.is our Northern California
District Manager, he indicates that Mr. Farmer is not making any
apparent distinction between the sprayed asbestos type of fireproofing
and the cementitious type of fireproofing (Mono-Xote). In Northern
California verbal corrective measures were given on the P.G. § E. Office
building. Apparently, a fiber job at Hayward State College was stopped
until some corrective measures were made.

In Southern California the only fiber -ob that we are aware of that
required additional protecticn is the Bank of America-Richfield project
in which additional protective tarpaulins were required.

Enclosed is a copy of my June 19th progress report which might also give
you some background as to the requzrements of ACGIH. The letter is
reasonably self-explanatory.




Since your conversation with Mr. Wendel, the following events have occurred
Mr. Pickthall yesterday had conversation with Mr. Farmer. Mr. Farmer
indicated no change in the June 8th standards were contemplated and he
turned down Mr. Pickthall's request for a joint meeting between Mr.
Pickthall, Mr. Farmer and Mr. Cooper (who is running another test on Mono-
Xote Fireproofing). X

A Mr. Clay Johnston, the executive secretary of the California Plastering
Contractors Association, is pursuing the question of additional require-
ments for safety with the local Southern California office of the State
Division of Industrial Safety.

Enclosed also is a report from the July 2nd issue of Engineering News
Record indicating the California State's stand on asbestos fiber. Regard-
less of the article's wording as concerning asbestos, we are considered an
equal product,

Mr. Farmer's address is Division of Industrial Safety, 455 Golden Gate
Avenue, San Francisco. The Los Angeles office is located at 3460 Wilshire
Boulevard, Los Angeles. There is also a San Diego office, address unknown.

In lieu of the rapidly changing events, may we suggest that prior to
mailing your letter to Mr. Farmer you have one more phone contact with
Mr. Wendel. If we can provide any further information please let us know.

Yours very

A. W. Dambros
District Manager
Southern California

AWD:1lp -

cc: C. H. Wendel, Los Angeles
R. W. Sterrett, Cambridge
T. F. Eqan, Cambridge
T. W. Pickthall, Newark

P.S. We are enclosing the existing Construction Safety Orders.Book.
Please return to this office.

Since dictating the letter, we have been informed that the Brook-
shire Medical job is also back in operation with a nozzle man wearing
a respirator. We still feel the restrictive measures of tarping in
open field areas are unnecessarily severewee Mono-Xote is concerned
and we still feel the lack of distinction between the two products
isunreasonable. .|
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