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Slegfried Catm, Direwior
Asscciated Lead Manufacturers Lbd,

Pirst of 211 I would liks t0 tell you how glad I am t& be with you and how very
much I appreciste your kind invitation to sttend your ixzpressive ga

It has been saggested to me that you or some of you, sicht be interested in the
laad situation in Great Eritain and [ ca only too plesased to give & Lrisf swrvey,

To understand the British situstion & short Ristorical replica
In 1938, when the darx war clouds oane wpof the horison, the
Y mmwmm-wmsmmum
sTpency,

in
Sartaesber 1919 proved the wisdom of thess preparstions and bdefore the year ws
out, we had & full-blocded oontrol, vested in a specisl Xinistry of BUDRLY agenay
which went under the name of Augky. By the way, this i3 the very Rughy where as
you know aos of our cld fmous schools is situsted, the school whare Rughy footbell
wss first plared, All the tetal trought 0 England was under Pugty's juriedictiom,
The importance of the orders of the cowpeting military sections were deqided at a
nateria)l corfsrence whare all tzanches of Rie Najesty's Foross wers represented,
ehzir was taken by & Cadbinet or Senior Kinister and 8o an saay ruling for pri-

This i3 the history and explansticn of the reasca why there is only one bupes
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Toe lsad conzuaption in 1950 was 130,70 tens, This was supplied by the impard
of about 170,000 tons; the procduction of English refined lead of 75,000 tons (Eng=
14sh refined i3 lecd clriaed froa secondarics and lead rocduced fron domestic ores),
The balance was mads up cut of serap lead and renelted lead axcuniing to about
95,00C tons, Te sxw just now thit the montly average consumption was squal to
27,500 tons in 1550, In January =nd February of this year the uoward trend of the
last quarter of 1950 aocelerated and the consum ticn wus about 32,000 tonsy i.e,,
this aditional deaand nlus the ahipping difficulties frem Aust and the lowere
ing of the Qovermment stocks to & dangerous level were the reasons that on Fedruary
16, 1951 the Miristry introduced a raticning schems retrosctive to the first of Febe
Tuary, This eches cut all suppliss of virgin lead down to $0f of the aonthly sver=

ags intaks for 1950,
u»thonrymﬁum.\xpphofnmmww Secone

ocnsidersbly,
daries &nd English refined acoounted in 1950 for roughly 50% of the supply, 80 you
will see that the situstion for the British manufacturers was not & too sasy one,

Bd use control is not yet established in England, Kilitary demands bave first
olaia and the further sharing out is laft to the judgment of the manufacturer which
1s oot partioularly helpful to maintain or widen bis good will with his customers,

In the beginning of 1951 & sargin price order for scrip lesd, remelted and
oabls sheathing was established and this crder had several amendments, It is too
oarly to give final judgnent bxh 1t A pears $0 me that the order is, ia respect of
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In respect of prices a short word. The Mintatry of Swply prices were through
thoe whole of 1950 the USA pricss converted into sterling, (mly in Marc
yoar the principle was changed and this happened aftar a purohass of
a% the Qulf prioce,

lsad wos
I mentioned sarlier, lsad produced out of English xined ore is bulked with thig
fipire for English refined, To avold a wrong impression I should say that this mine
production 1s very small and I have hers, as well as with all the figures glven, to
&y meoory, but I would call the produstion about 6,500 to 7,000
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T a= afraid, ¥r, Chaiman, this took more of your time than I intend>d, but 4n
falrness I should smy in respact of the Ministry of Supply that the officials have
tried to undcrstand tha protlacs of the industry and were helpful in meeting the
buziness mants point of view, You might have heard that at thse begiming of this
ponth the nonferrous metals contrel was transferred from the Xinistry of Supply
& pew departaent presided over by the Lord Privy Sed , Mr, Stckes. Mr, Stokss him-
uummuwmnumwmmlp £ all these who wers Hitherto coonected
with setals and I hope that taings will mt.gn

Inoonclmian.lr.t:baimnmd , I 23 sure my Erglish oolleagues wild
most heartily endarse xy wishes for a sucocssful oonclusion of your ecnvention,
unm-iwmbopsmmm-mmulszmspunl.muam
disturbed world, that you all will enjoy the best of psrsonal health and xy persomal
wish is that in 1752 you wdll have no othar protles but to couxider what to do to

incregss the lsad oensusptica,
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