
C O P Y

E T H Y L  C O R P O R A T IO N  
100 P a r k  A v e n u e  B u i ld in g  a t  4 1 s t  S t r e e t  

N e w  Y o rk  17, N. Y.

A u g u s t  29 , I960

D r .  K. V. K i t  zm  id le r  
T h e  K e t t e r i n g  L a b o r a t o r y  
E d e n  a n d  B e th e s d a  A v e n u e s  
C in c in n a t i  19, Ohio

D e a r  K a r l :

S u b je c t :  A l le g e d  W a te r  W el l  C o n ta m in a t io n  
H u m b le  O i l  & R e f in in g  C o m p a n y

W e a r e  a t ta c h in g ,  f o r  y o u r  r e c o r d s ,  c o p ie s  o f  c o r r es p o n d e n c e  
c o v e r i n g  th e  a b o v e  s u b je c t .

Y o u rs  v e r y  t r u l y ,

/ s /  H. K. B a l l  
H . K. B a l l

H K B :vb  
A t ta  e h m  e n t

K0 0020198

N20192



C O P Y

M r .  H. K. B a l l  N ew  Y o rk

J .  M . R o l l in s  T u ls a

A l le g e d  W a te r  W e l l  C o n ta m in a t io n  A u g u s t  23 , I960 
H u m b le  O i l  & R e f in in g  C o m p a n y

On A u g u s t  9 K en  J o s t  r e p o r t e d  b y  te le p h o n e  s o m e  o f  th e  d e t a i l s  in  
t h i s  m a t t e r  to  D oug K ing  in d ic a t in g  t h a t  i t  w as  h o pe d  we cou ld  
h a n d le  th e  m a t t e r  l o c a l l y  w i th  th e  c u s t o m e r ,  a n d  tha t  no a c t io n  
w ou ld  b e  r e q u i r e d  b y  a n y o n e  e l s e  in  o u r  C o m p a n y .

In  o r d e r  to  c o m p le te  y o u r  f i l e  in  th e  m a t t e r ,  w e a re  a t ta c h in g  a  
co p y  o f  M r .  J .  E .  H e n d r i c k 's  l e t t e r  o f  A u g u s t  18 w hich  in d i c a te s  
H u m b le  th in k s  th e y  c a n  s e t t l e  th e  m a t t e r  w i th o u t  f ur t h e r  r e f e r e n c e  
to  u s .  H o w e v e r ,  th e y  h a v e  a s k e d  t h a t  w e k e e p  in  o u r f i l e s  th e  
l a b o r a t o r y  r e p o r t s  on  tw o  g a s o l in e  s a m p l e s  s u b m i t ted  to  o u r  H o u s to n  
L a b o r a t o r y .  I t  m a y  b e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e s e  to  b e  p rod u c e d  in  e v i ­
d e n c e  i f  th e  m a t t e r  g o e s  to  c o u r t .

We a r e  a t ta c h in g  a  co p y  of th e  r e p o r t  by  th e  G a s o l in e  T e s t in g  
D iv is io n  on L a b o r a t o r y  N o. OH 3371, a n d  c o p ie s  o f  th e  fo l lo w in g  
l e t t e r s  w h ich  w i l l  s u p p le m e n t  th e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r e v io u s l y  g iv e n :

T. E .  D a w s o n 's  l e t t e r  of J u ly  7 to  J .  E .  H e n d r i c k  
D r .  J .  C . B u r d i c k 's  l e t t e r  o f  J u ly  22 to  H o w a rd  G e rb e r  
J .  H . L a u b a c h 's  l e t t e r  of A u g u s t  3 to W. S. E s k r i d g e 
W. S. E s k r i d g e 's  l e t t e r  o f  A u g u s t  3 to  J .  O . B a l z e r

/ s /  J .  M . R o l l in s  
J .  M . R o l l in s

JM R  :jw 

A t ta c h m e n t s

KE 0020199
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M r .  J .  O. B aT zer  T u ls a

J .  E .  H e n d r i c k  H o u s to n

A l le g e d  W a te r  W el l  C o n ta m in a t io n  A u g u s t  18, I960
H u m b le  O i l  & R e f in in g  C o m p a n y

D e a r  J a k e :

B i l l  S te e n  o f  H u m b le  v i s i t e d  m e  to d a y  a n d  a g r e e d  to le t  u s  o f f  th e  
hoo k  on h is  r e q t i e s t  f o r  a  l e t t e r  g iv in g  E t h y l 's  o ff i c i a l  o p in io n  on 
w h a t c h a n g e s  o c c u r  in  g a s o l i n e  a f t e r  i t  h a s  b e e n  thro u g h  s e v e r a l  
f e e t  o f  s o i l .

T h e  m a t t e r  h a s  b e e n  t u r n e d  o v e r  to  H u m b le 's  L e g a l  de p a r t m e n t  
who p r o p o s e  to  o f f e r  th e  N a c o g d o c h e s  d e a l e r  th e  o p po r tu n i ty  of 
go ing  to  c o u r t  to s e t t l e  M s c l a im .  H u m b le  h a s  ta k e n 6 ' c o r e  s a m p le s  
o f  s o i l  b e tw e e n  th e  s e r v i c e  s ta t io n  a n d  w e l l  a n d  f in d  th a t  w h en  f i l t e r e d  
th r o u g h  2 1 "  o f  th i s  s o i l  g a s o l i n e  l o s s e s  a l l  c o l o r , a l l  u p p e r  c y l i n d e r  
l u b r i c a n t ,  a n d  a l l  T E L ,  qecoord ing to  M r .  S te e n ,

H u m b le  f e e l s  th e y  h a v e  a m p le  e v id e n c e  to  s u p p o r t  t he i r  c l a im .

M r .  S te e n  d id  a s k  t h a t  we k e e p  in  o u r  f i l e s  th e  l a bo r a t o r y  r e p o r t s  on  
th e  tw o  g a s o l in e  s a m p l e s  r e c e i v e d  by  o u r  H o u s to n  l ab o r a t o r y  on  J u ly  
19.

S in c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

/ s /  J .  E .  H e n d r i c k  
J .  E .  H e n d r i c k

J E H :k a

K£  0020200
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M r .  J .  O. B a l z e r T u ls a

rrcrFT

J .  E .  H e n d r i c k  - W. S. E s k r i d g e  H o u s to n

A l le g e d  W a te r  W e l l  C o n ta m in a t io n  A u g u s t  3, 1.960 
H u m b le  O i l  & R e f in in g  C o m p a n y

D e a r  J a k e :

l  a m  n o t  s u r e  j u s t  how  m u c h  b a c k g ro u n d  in f o r m a t io n  you  h a v e  on  th e  
a t t a c h e d  so  h e r e  i s  th e  s to r y .  S e v e r a l  w e e k s  ago  B il l  S te e n  c o n ta c te d  
o u r  o f f i c e  w i th  th e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  we r u n  a  s a m p le  o f g a s o l i n e  t h a t  h a d  
b e e n  s k im m e d  f r o m  a  w a te r  w e l l  a t  N a c o g d o c h e s ,  T e x as .  F o r  r e a s o n s  
b e s t  kn o w n  b y  t h e m s e l v e s ,  H u m b le  w is h e d  to  no  l o n g er  h a v e  th i s  m a n  
h a n d le  t h e i r  p r o d u c ts .  I t  i s  o u r  u n d e r s ta n d i n g  t h a t v e r y  so o n  a f t e r  
h a y in g  b e e n  n o t i f ie d  o f  t h a t  f a c t  th e  d e a l e r  d i s c o ve r e d  g a s o l i n e  in  h is  
w a t e r  w e l l .  T h is  m a n  h a s  c o m p la in e d  to  H u m b le  r e p r es e n t a t i v e s  and  
h a s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h r e a t e n e d  s u i t .

T h e  w a te r  w e l l  m e n t io n e d  is  l o c a te d  a p p r o x im a te l y  fo r t y  f e e t  f r o m  th e  
g a s o l i n e  p u m p s  a n d  th e  d e a l e r  c l a im s  t h a t  le a k a g e  fr o m  th e  g a s o l in e  
ta n k s  o r  p u m p s  h a s  c o n ta m in a te d  h i s  w e l l .

B i l l  S te e n  p e r s o n a l l y  s e c u r e d  th e  f i r s t  s a m p le  of ga s o l in e  an d  b ro u g h t  i t  
tp  o u r  l a b o r a t o r y .  You w i l l  f in d  a  copy  o f  th e  r e p or t  a t t a c h e d  d a te d  
J u ly  7, A b o u t  J u ly  6 M r .  S te e n  b ro u g h t  a n o t h e r  s a m ple  to  u s  and  
r e q u e s t e d  a n a l y s i s .  T h is  s e c o n d  s a m p le  in c lu d e d  b o th  w a te r  a n d  g a s o l in e  
In  th e  s a m e  b o t t l e .  T h e  w a t e r  p o r t i o n  of th e  s a m p le w a s  s u b m i t te d  to 
o u r  M e d ic a l  d e p a r t m e n t  -  D r .  J .  G . B u r d ic k .  A t ta c h ed  a l s o  i s  a n  
a n a l y s i s  o f  t h a t  w a te r .

T h is  w ho le  p r o b le m  h a s  b e e n  h a n d le d  in  a  n o t  v e r y  wo d cm an l ik e  m a n n e r .  
T h e  w a te r  s a m p le  t h a t  w e h a d  a n a l y s e d  i s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
o f  w a t e r  t h a t  i s  d ra w n  f r o m  th e  w e l l  f o r  d r in k in g  pu r p o s e s  s in c e  i t  w as  
e x p o s e d  f o r  a n  u n k n o w n  le n g th  o f  t i m e  d i r e c t l y  to  th e  g a s o l in e  u n d e r  
c o n d i t io n s  of h ig h  h e a t  a n d  a g i ta t i o n .  T h e  r e q u e s t  w h ic h  p r o m p te d  J a c k  
D a u b a c h 's  l e t t e r  a t t a c h e d  c a m e  a l s o  f r o m  M r .  S te e n  a b o u t  A u g u s t  2. To 
p u t  th e  s t o r y  in  a  n u ts h e l l ,  M r .  S te e n  s t r o n g l y  s u sp e c t s  t h a t  th e  d e a l e r  
h a s  s a b o ta g e d  th e  w e l l  an d  th a t  th e  g a s o l i n e  a p p e a rin g  in  th e  w a te r  d id  
n o t  c o m e  th r o u g h  f o r t y  f e e t  o f  e a r t h  to  g e t  t h e r e .

I  do n o t  know  j u s t  w h a t  we c a n  do a b o u t  th i s  p r o b lem  b u t  s in c e  a  d i r e c t  
r e q u e s t  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  w e w ou ld  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  h a n dl in g .  I know  t h e r e  
w i l l  b e  s o m e  q u e s t io n s  y o u  w i l l  w is h  to  h a v e  a n s w e re d  b e f o r e  p u r s u in g  th e
m a t t e r  f u r t h e r . P l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  to  a s k  th e m .

Y o u rs  v e r y  t r u l y

J .  E .  H e n d r i c k

W SE :ka
By W. S, E s k r i d g e
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C O P Y

M r .  J .  E .  H e n d r i c k  -  W. S. E s k r i d g e  H o u s to n

J a c k  L a u b a c h  H o u s to n

H u m b le  R e q u e s t  f o r  E th y l '  s O p in io n  A u g u s t  3* I 960

D e a r  M r .  A s k r i d g e :

H u m b le  h a s  c o n c e r n  r e g a r d i n g  th e  a l l e g e d  c o n ta m in a tio n  o f  a  w a te r  w e l l  
b y  g a o l in e  th o u g h t  by  a n  E a s t  T e x a s  d e a l e r  to  h a v e  c o m e  f r o m  th e  s e r v i c e  
s ta t i o n  t a n k s  a n d / o r  p u m p s  o p e r a t e d  b y  h im .

M r .  W„ C. S te e n  of H u m b le  h a s  s u b m i t t e d  s a m p l e s  o f  g a s o l in e  found  in  th e  
w e l l  to  o u r  H o u s to n  l a b o r a t o r y  on tw o  o c c a s i o n s .  S in ce  th e  d i s a g r e e m e n t  
b e tw e e n  th e  d e a l e r  a n d  H u m b le ,  a s  to  how  th e  g a s o l in e  go t in  th e  w e l l ,  m a y  
r e s u l t  in  l e g a l  a c t io n ,  M r ,  S te e n  h a s  a s k e d  f o r  f u rt h e r  h e lp  f r o m  E th y l  
C o r p o r a t i o n .

H e w ou ld  l i k e  o u r  C o r p o r a te  o p in io n  a s  to  w h a t  c h a ng e s  w i l l  o c c u r  in  
g a s o l i n e  a f t e r  i t  h a s  p a s s e d  th ro u g h  s e v e r a l  f e e t  of  s o i l .  W i l l  th e  c o lo r  
c h a n g e ?  W i l l  the  le a d  be r e m o v e d  ? e t c .  T h is  c o n s ide r a t i o n  i s  im p o r ta n t  
in  t h a t  th e  s e r v i c e  s ta t io n  g a s o l i n e  s y s t e m  i s  a p p ro x im a te l y  f o r t y  f e e t  f r o m  
th e  w a te r  w e l l ;  th e  d e a l e r  a p p a r e n t l y  c l a im s  t h a t  ga s o l in e  found  in  th e  w e l l  
s o m e h o w  c a m e  th ro u g h  th e  g ro u n d  f r o m  le a k s  in  th e  se r v i c e  s ta t i o n  g a s o ­
l i n e  s y s t e m ,  w h i le  H u m b le  p e r s o n n e l  f e e l  th a t  t e s t s o f  g a s o l i n e  ta k e n  
f r o m  th e  w e l l  in d ic a te  t h a t  th i s  co u ld  n o t  b e .

We r e q u e s t  t h a t  a  l e t t e r  b e  p r e p a r e d  w h ich  s t a t e s  wh a t E th y l  C o r p o r a t i o n  
b e l i e v e s  w i l l  h a p p e n  w hen  g a s o l in e  f lo w s  th r o u g h  s oi l .  M r .  S te e n  a s k s  
th a t  o u r  l e t t e r  a l s o  m e n t io n  th a t  a c t u a l l y  f lo w in g  s o m e  g a s o l i n e  th ro u g h  
s o i l  m ig h t  be  a  h e lp fu l  e x p e r im e n t .

T h is  l e t t e r  sh o u ld  b e  d i r e c t e d  to  M r .  A .  R . M a l le y , H u m b le  O i l  & R e f in in g  
C o m p a n y ,  P . O . B o x  2025 , T y l e r ,  T e x a s ,  b u t  s e n t  to  o ur  H o u s to n  o f f ic e  f o r  
t r a n s m i t t a l  to  M r .  M a l lo y .  M r .  M a l lo y  i s  a  l a w y e r  with  th e  H u m b le  
o r g a n iz a t i o n .  (

V e ry  t r u l y  y o u r s ,

/ a /  J a c k  
J a c k  L a u b a c h

J L r f ld

Ktr 0020202
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Mr .  Howard G erber H ouston

J ,  G. B u r d ic k ,  M .D . H o u s to n

Su b jec t  W ater  Sam p le J u ly  22 , I9 6 0

T h e  s a m p le  of w a te r  y o u  s u b m i t t e d  to  u s  tw o  o r  t h r ee  d a y s  ag o  h a s  
b e e n  r e p o r t e d  by  th e  l a b o r a t o r y  to  h a v e  2 .5  m g m  of l e a d  p e r  l i t e r .  
T h is  is  25 t im e s  th e  m a x im u m  a l lo w a b le  le v e l  s e t  b y th e  U .S .  P u b l i c  
H e a l t h  S e r v i c e .  T he  co n t in u o u s  u s e  o f  w a t e r  c o n ta inin g  q u a n t i t i e s  a s  
s m a l t  a s  0. 5 o f  a  p a r t  p e r  m i l l i o n  (0. 5 m g m  p e r  li t e r )  h a s  c a u s e d  
s e r i o u s  i n j u r y  to  h e a l th .

/ & /  J .  G. B ru d ic k ,  M .D  
J .  G. B u r d ic k ,  M .D .

JG B :W

0020203 N20192.05
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C O P Y

E T H Y L  C O R P O R A T IO N
io l in e  T e s t in g  L a b o ra to ry ;  H o u s to n  2 8 ,  T e x a s  3910 We s t  A la b a m a

J u ly  7 , 1960

M r .  J .  E .  H e n d r i c k  
E th y l  C o r p o r a t i o n  
3910 W e s t  A la b a m a  
H o u s to n  27, T e x a s

D e a r  M r .  H e n d r i c k :

O u r  l a b o r a t o r y  h a s  th e  fo l lo w in g  r e s u l t s  to  r e p o r t  on  th e  E s s o  s a m p le  
ta k e n  f r o m  t h e i r  D e a l e r  S ta t io n  # 9 1 6 5 .  ,

T h e y  r e q u e s te d  T E L  a n a l y s i s  an d  g r a v i t y  o n ly  on  t h e sam p le ::

T E L  m l / g a l  - 3. 84 
G r a v i t y  A P I  - 4 7 .3

V e r y  t r u l y  y o u r s ,

/ s /  T . E .  D a w so n  
T . E .  D a w so n

T E D  :ed

0020204
N20192.06



E s s o  (H um b le)  M
T. L .  M o n tg o m e ry ,  D e a l e r  #9165
S a m p le  2

T E L  GUM

3 .7 5  17

F O Z  F O Z



N a c o g d o c h e s ,  T e x a s  OH 3371
N a c o g d o c h e s ,  T e x a s  S R - 2 - ?
C o m p la in t  s a m p le  f r o m  W. C. S tee n  7 - 1 5 - 6 0
H u m b le  7 - 1 9 - 6 0
T E L  G r a v i t y  and  G u m  o n ly  7 - 2 0 - 6 0
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