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* ’ NATIONAL INSULATION MANUFACTURZIRS ASéOCIATION
441 LEXINGTON AVENUE ’
NEW YORK, N, Y, 10017

ASDESTOS CEMENT PRODUCTS ASSOCLLTION
521 FIFTIi AVENUE, 207H FLOSK
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 : ,

drch 5, 1971

PUSLIC REARING STALINIRT
CITY OF BOSTON ALR POLLUX A
PROZOGEY REGULLTIONS RO. 5 ~XD XC. 6
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lienmnfaesurers Association cnd che Asbesteos Cemant Products Assoclation., I -

lealta and Saicty Comnittee, Also, Chaiviman of the Asbestos Cement Profueus
A

Ve rospectfully call your attention to the City of Boston 4Air Pollution

Control Commission. Proposed Regulation No. 5 "Especially Hazardous Materizls®,

and Regulation No. 6 "Miscellancous Lusts and Dust-Producing Activities™.

Foth of the 4ssociations that I represent, support the adoption of codes,

rules &and regulations designed to control exposures,
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It is essenticl to protect workers that speay, and other construction

of Ashestos orv.
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upport efforts to roduce or_control the rmission of dust allowed
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to escapc into tie community ctmesphere.

e zivously oppose, hewever, the complete banning of any uceiul or essan
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esrablisiting 2o extremely dangerouc preccdent.

It is this wnigue conmbinetion of propertics timit malies asbestos indisgensable
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vidence that vhere alequate control measures were instituted the

4
spraying of asbestos insulation cauld be controlled to the degree that only
the_normal, trivial amounts of zsbestos were found ia the ambicnt‘air.
Radiation is a hazard but we do not ban x-rays - instead we co#trol the hazard.
Automobileé emit carbon monoxide but we do not ban automobiles -~ instead we

-

attempt to control the caissioas.
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The opini

)

is. shared by many of our leading madical scientists.

I rospectfully call the Committee's atfention to comments by Dr. Lewis Cralliey,

on that asbestos can and should be controlled instead of banned

U. S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfzre; Publie Health Service,

oresented at tie XVI Intercctional Congress on Gecupational llealth,

. v
1969; "Ashestos cen be used safely in modern techuology i

nreczuiions are taken to prevent encessive and v

"ihe velationship betvecon asbestos and tealth of humans,

hat scerious exposures

a

to ashestos {iboer can occur in certa

e

u occupational and

adjacent envirouments. TFovruvuaately, the con-

centration of asbestos fibers in these settings can be

the insulation workers

th

controlled, Tae environment o
. .
is more difficult to control than the wmore fixed and
permancnt environment of the factory and asscciated .
neighborhood. An approximation of the concentration of
respirvable-sized asbestos fiber that can be tolerated
——"

without the risk of pulmonary fibrosis has been achieved.

here is reason to believe that this concentration will
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also minimize the risk of pulﬁonar/ mélignancy including
mcsotheﬁioma. Because of the long time lapsé associated
with the cdevelopment of malignancy, louger periods of
obscrvation are desireble for a final decision on this
point. There is reason to believe that éhe occupational
use of a§bcstos fiber can achieve tiie same deche of salcty

adiatiom, and bewyllium, althougt

(3]

as the use of explosives,

extensive alterations may be regquired in the control of

do oy 3

production and manufccturing, the containment of astostes

rt

fiber so that none esccpes to the outsidz, und the prope

disposal of solid wastes containing the fiber.

exposure to the low ccunccnirations of zsbastos likely to be

present in the amoient &ir has been exzgger
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jmposzd by knoun facts. FReseavch to deovelen the necessary additional

information upon which appropriate and rexlistic measures for sa

asbestos fiber cen be taken should be the goal in the next few yeurs,
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Ca February 26, 1971, Dr., Irving Selikoff appeared before the New York City Council

Commititce on Environmental Protection. Dr. Selikoff told the Committee that he

cbjecrs to the ban on asbestos sprayed insulation and voiced misgivings about the
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precedent such a ban might establish. Ne indicated this type of action
could icad to the banning of other matericls and I quote;"ona substance
—
after .another could be bamned”. Dr, Selikeff was asied the question by a
member of the Committee, "Are adequate provcctive devices for the safe use
of spraved asbestos cvailable teday?". Dr. Selikoff answered flacly, "Ves".
Dr. irving Seliilefl cgain redcerated these opinions belore the (hicago City
-
Council Committee on Envirvoamental Control on Maxen 3, 1673,
The Mational Imsulaotion Manufaztu
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Asbestos Cemeznt Products Asscciation
A Health and Szfcety Council
-t
: . -~ : ;
H
- 1]

CAPCO JEN 0003395




