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carcinogens or otheswise toxic.

nedical and technological aspects.

The safaty of its products and of the pecple who make

and use them always has been a major concern of the chemical

now involves an ever broader spectrum of problems.

governmantal conaiderations and cost factors.
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This concarn has intensified with reports that certain
common and previously unsuspected industrial chemicals may be

This new development indicates that we must re~evaluate

the effects of ocur products on the emvironment, on the health
of cur employees, and on the safety of our customers and the

‘Memittedly, product safety has always been complex and
There acs
There are laboratory, asimal
and human tests tc interprst and corralate. Thers ars legal and
All these factors

are izportant, but they should not be permitted to cbscure tie
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one basic reality: the pecple who run industrial organizations
have a tremendous responsibility in the whole ares of preduct
safety. They must make evary effort to protect the health of
people who produce, transpert and use the products ‘of their
cenpanies.

Management must take ths lead in identifying and
correcting safsty problems. Whare protection of the public
health or safety is at stake, business should operats with
candor and wslcome opportunities to cooperate with responsible
private or public groups that are concerned with safety so that
combined effozrts accelarate programs aimed at solving the
problems. -

Business in general, and the chemical ipdustry in
particular, is doing a better job than ever in building safety
into its operations and products. There will always be scme
problems, howsver, and new ones occasionally arise to surprise
even the most diligent and fare-sighted companies.

The Du Pont Company has had a long record of strong
safety performance and its experience may serve to illustrate
the depth and nature of the chemical industry's commitment to
safety.

Du Pont's genaral policy has been "to determine that
sach preduct can be made, used, handled and disposed of safely,
consistant with environmeantal criteria.” Leading chemical
companies throughout the werld have similar policies and
programs.

As part of the company's commitment to this pelicy,
the Haskell lLaboratory for Toxicology and Industrial Medicize
BUP 031004,




-3 =

wvas establisbed nearly 40 years ago. The first industrial
laboratory of its kind, its responsibility is to study the
toxic effects 6f new chamicals and processes so that the
proper precautions can be taksn to manufacture chemicals
safely and -to provide information to suppert dicections for
their safe use. Its work has had a profound c.tzcct on the
protection of eaplovees and consumars., Its activities are
being increased, and we are expanding its staff and facilities
to handle the forecast buildup of testing hrought abeut by
more nev products and more comprehbeasive work required to
exanine carcinoganic and other toxic effects.

In an allied field, Du Pont's Medical Divisicn has
besn conducting epidemiological studies since 1956, providing
3 data back which is analyzed pericdically by trained person-
nel to determine any suspicious trend in health indices.

In the overall policy area, the company has an

Environmental Quality Committee which is concerned with all
envirocmantal aspects of developing, producing and marketing

products. The crganization was expanded recently to include
rapresentatives of Baskell laboratory and the Occupaticnal
Safety l:llth Committes.

' e Pont masagement also has added procedural safe-~
quards and has specified that compliance with all aspects of
safety be a part of all appropriation requests for new or
expanded facilities.

These and other meidsures the company has taken are

Sorporate~level programs. At the local level, all Du Pons

pUp 0910042




L L

NI i

e A T T

-d -

facilities have established programs which seek to anticipate
and correct problens bafore they have an adverse affect on
the environmant.

- Despite the scope of its own safety programs, Du Pont
:m;nizis that governmental action is necessary in scme areas
for research or control of health and safety hazards and
standardizaticn when warranted. Actually the marketing of
some products, such as agricultural chemicals and pharmaceu-
ticals, is already regulated by the EZPA and PDA. Du Pont

supports reasonable legislation in these areas. An exanmple

is the company's support for a number of elements in the

pending Toxic Substances Coatrol Act.

While there is no fundamental quarrel with the idea
of government actioca, Du Pont does not regard Federal require-
ments as the end-point. Many times Du Pont and other chemical
companies have voluntarily imposed higher interzal standards
than the law Tesguires. In ths future we may well take issue,
as we have in the past, in csrtain environmental areas whers
the standards are unrsascnably restrictive.

It must be recognized that the process of determining
the u:.:g of a product to humans requires time-consuming and
complex aninal scresening tasts, the reliability of which
cm;t. be absolute. While efforts to expedits and sinmplify
product safety tasts must he made, the significance of results )
must be carefully considered before pramature and misleading
alarzs are sounded.
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