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For Polyvinyl thloride -

1AM ASKS EMERGENCY HEALTH RULE
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s IAM  Presi-
w ‘ dent Floyd
SN Smith has ap-
seith pealed to the
- US. Depan-

ment of Lahor lor an emergency
health standard 1o protect Ameri-
cans working with polyvinyl
chionde.

The appeal is the result of the
deaths of five workers at a B.F.
Goodrich Chemical plant in
Louisville, Ky. The five, none of
whom were 1AM members, died
of angiosarcoma, a rare cancer of
the liver. AUl of the victims
worked with polyvinyl chloride,
a plasic uwed in many imdus-

4.

trisl and commercial processes.

Smith appealed to John Sten-
der, Assistant Secretary of Labor
for Occupativnal Health, in
Washington, D.C. By telegram,
the JAM President pointed out:

“Five deaths have alrcady bheen
documentad. As many  more

FL
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deaths a2 the same plant are sii!
wader Javestigation.  Countles
more may still be undetected s
other plants in other cities. Ex
perts have wamed that this oc
tupational health problem coul
resch epidemic proportions. A

(See HEALTH RULE, page 7
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s0, an occupational cancer re-
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ciergency  stondard is  necded

- immediately,

Stender was expected 1o act on
the requests sometime this week.,
The Labor Department already
has held public hearirps on the
huzards in the Louivulie plant.

The list of deaths linked to
working with polvvinyl chloride
may grow. While the Int now
stends at five, Hashoell Marshall,
dirccting rep for JAM District 1,
Louistille, fepoits  that  seven
more deaths in recent yvears may
alw have been cand by the
clenucal,

Marchall reports that the 1AM
shop compntiee has a Bist of seven
Goodrch workets who have died
of various forms of cancer Ose,
LM momber Jaimes Cecil, died
in 1908 of cirrho is of the liver.
Anuher JAM memiboer, Barney
Duke, died of leuhomia. Qpe
other worked dicd of leukemja,
two of lung cancer and two of
hrain cancer,

At last month's hcarings in
Washington, Dr. Thomas Mangu-

searcher from the University of
Pittsburgh, warned that liver can-
cer might not be the only hazard
of working with polyviny! chio-
ride. He added other industrial
discases including skin cancer,
bonc cancer,
cirrhosis of the liver.

Marshall adds that 60 mem-
bers of 1AM Local 681 at Good-
rich are stifl on strike at the
Louisville plant. The strike began
Dee. 11, 1973, The issues are
wages and contract language, as
well as job safety,
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Unions Sue Labor D pt.

The AFL.CIO, its Indus-
trial Union Department and
the Nhinois State AFL-CIO are
suing the U.S. Labor Depart-
ment to stop further weaken-
ing of the Federal Occupation-
al Safcty and Hcaith law, The
AFL-C10 suit asks the courts
to stop the Labor Dcpaniment
from transferring the enforce-
ment of the job safety law
back 1o state agencies.
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fung cancer and
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