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March 31, 1666

| Oﬁice Memdﬂdﬂm . MONTANA STATE BOARD OF HEALTH
10 : Mr. Bleich DATE:
FROM  : Benjamin F. Wake
SUBJECT : '
',We thought you might be interested in this.
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. - anuchalesxuol drug, Me:/29. Lawyers coordinziing these claims estin: .ate that the toxal pumu\c u:t":xgc: 22ainse
*Richardson-Merrell may amount to more than SG0 million, and that wiz! damage elaims azainst the company may rezch
1 as hwﬁ as S335 million. Meanwhile, cases still in the off: ng against companics in other industries arcbeing pursued
. uuvc!y by cooperaung trial autornies. Thesc attorneys speculate tha: some of the clains could casiiy riva! the
projested figures in the Richardson-Merrell case.

%ﬁsms UNDER SCRUTINY

Geants toealling $324,000 have been awuwrded to Dr. Irving J. Sclikoff at Me. Sinai Hospital in New York City fee the
study of the bealth hazards of airborne mineral dusts. The grants will be uscd to support the huspital's new enviren-
mental health Iaboratory, headed by Dr. Selikoff. : ;

The new facilicty has already begun a 3-year study of the dangers of asbestos dust. In this study, the luag tissce of
up to 4,000 persons who are expected to die at Mt. Sinai and othcr hospitals during this period will be c\:mncd {or
traces of asbesios {iber. In addition, investigators will look for the corrclations between causes of death and the pre-
sence of asbestos fiber in lung tissue, and will determine the occupational histories of the deceasc.! and their relatives,
as well as ather pertinent background. -

f— Asbesms-Cancer Link Studied

Previous research by Dr. Sclikoff, Dr. Churg and Dr. E. Cuyler Hammond, the American Cancer Societv, has shown
high rate of cancer among New York City asbestos insulation workers. The rescarch team has been studying a unton
group of insulation workers with twenty or more years of exposure to asbestos dust. They found six to seven times the

*‘expected”” rate of cancer of the lung and three umes the normal rate of cancer of the stomach, coion and rectum.
Mesothclioma, a form of cancer ordinarily so rare that it is not scparztely coded among causes of death, was found to
. have “extraordinarily high incidence’’ among asbestos workers. .

A further consideration is that the exposure to asbéstos dust doss not necd to be continuous for the liak with cancer
to be shown. Lungs of affccted asbestos workers and others have been found to contain asbestos pasticies even aiter a
ten, [ifteen or iwenty year gap in the apparent time of exposure. Thcre also appears to be a latent period of about 20
years between initial exposure and the dctection of cancer symptoms.

- Mount Sinai rescarchers point qut that, if the cancer-asbestos link is conclusive, the preseat incidense of asbestos-
induced caacer is the outcome of exposure as long as twenty years ago when the world's astestos production was
500,000 tons anaually. Today's production is 3,3C0,000 tons annually, a seven-fold increase. Autcpsy stugics have
shown asbeszos fibres in the lungs of at least 257 of the general population, testifying to a widesZread ciswibution of
asbestos dust in our atmosphere. Asbestos is vsed chiefly in building censtruction as an insulation materizi.

Supporting Dr. Selikoll’s view that asbestos dust is already a serious air pollutant, is the reszarch ccnducted by
Dr. Dzidra Cauna, pathologist at Presbyterian-University Hospital in Pittsburgh, and Dr. Robert S. Toue=z of the Uni-
versity of Pm.sburgh s School of Medicine.

Dr. Selx.oﬂ"s associates mformed the En\uonrrcmal Science Bulletin that they will conduct a thorouz inverntary of
all mineral dusts’in the lungs. Specialists at the Putlic Health Service feel that there is a crucial lack of Saselize data

in this area.

NEW STUDY SUGGESTS LINK BETWEEN PESTICIDES AND BIRTH DEFECTS

A possible relationship between pesticides and congenital defeats in children was suggested in a case reported in
the Feb. 21., 1966, issue of the Journal of the American Mcdical Associatior. Dr. Fred Matthies, an inv estigator at
St. Benedict’s Hospital, Ogden, Utah, said the infant was born with anotia, {acial paralysis, and cordiae anamaly, a
combination of defccts usually associated with the use of thalidomide by the mothers. The mother in this case, an
agricultural worker, did not usc thalidomide Juring the sensitive periad of orzanogenesis, but Jid pick cotton dailv
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