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INTERIOR

Trump admin moves political team into place

Scott Streater, E&E News reporter
Published: Monday, January 23, 2017

The Trump administration is moving a "political team" composed of dozens of
appointees into key Interior Department offices to help guide the transition of power,
including two top officials working with Rep. Ryan Zinke (R-Mont.), President
Trump's Interior secretary nominee.

The list includes longtime Republican operatives and several former Interior
Department officials under the George W. Bush administration, including James
Cason, who will serve as assistant Interior deputy secretary. Cason was Interior
associate deputy secretary in the Bush administration, and also served stints at
Interior under Republican Presidents Reagan and George H.W. Bush.

It also includes Doug Domenech, the leader of Trump's Interior transition team and
an Interior official during the Bush administration, who is moving in as assistant
secretary of insular affairs.

E&E News' ongoing coverage of the new administration and the changes taking place on Capitol Hill. Click
here to view the continuing coverage.

Edward Keable, Interior's deputy solicitor for general law, distributed the list of 30
names via an internal email to Interior officials late yesterday under the subject line
"Political Officials’ First-cut Office Assignments.”

The positions listed are not permanent appointments but represent a first wave of
political staff, some of whom began making visits to various Interior agencies late
Friday, sources said.

"Please keep in mind that these are preliminary assignments,” Keable wrote. "You
should expect that some of these assignments may change. Please be flexible.”

He added, "These new political officials will work with you to provide guidance on

policy and management decisions ... for the Department and your organization for
the new administration. Please be prepared to welcome these new colleagues on
Monday morning and to ease their transition into the Department.”
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