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Port Hedland, 21/1/19Gh.

~he Senior Ingpector of ines,
“inea Department,
KALGOORLIE ot

H AB Lida= 1T

With roference to Asst District Inspector Loxton's report
of 10th January on the ventilation ourvey msde at Wittenocam during
fovember - Decanber 1963, I would like to raise one satter for
come zutdance.

Inspector Loxton has referred to tha directive received
fras Sydney that all otope development vork in the lover sections
of the mine was t5 be curtailed for tho tize being, This type of
head=~office ruling has clumys presented to us our most difficult
prodlen of achieving coxpany cowcpsraticn. Too many plann vhich
we have agreed to with the lins Hannger have later been abandoned
by the command of pcme senior cowpany officials and one to vhoa we
have no direst aocese.

AS this latast directive, if still in fores, 13 contrary
%0 the agrosment yovu , nyvelf, znd the manager came t0 Somo tine
2890 I suggest that on the cccssion of my naxt visit to Wittenoom
I leave instructions that no stoping of any desaripticn is to be
attenpted betveen the [o.s 8 and 9 lovels until the stopa drives
in the particular srea have bssn completed and can ensurc a satlis—
factory mupply of throush ventidation.

iy reasons for this instruotion wili be based upon the
known toxie nature of the nine dusty the Imowledge gained through
past experience that high 4ust concentrations are alvays associated
with those stopes into vhich secondary ventilaticn is, or should be,
introduosd; and as an additicnal sefety soesure in providing an
alternative means of accesSe

Although Rogn 149 does cover this aspect I consider that
as 1t involves a quection of ventilatian, any challenge to ay requost
ahould be 4irected through you as per Regs 136 & 137, On the other
hand Regn 73 provides for such a decisicn to be made by the lHinigtor
presmueadly on the gdvice of ad Inspectors

I uvould appreciate your coaments oa this mattex,
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