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Dear Earl e E . C ‘ L _“ ..'

Enclosed please £ind copy of art;cle which appeared in a
New York paper: recently redarding asbestosg in talc, . which
‘is actually all wa know on the Subject at the present

moment

. We are still awaiting letter from you advising that
‘none of your tales ( or at least none of the talcs
" which wa purchase from you) contain asbeatoa and trust
you can sﬂnd us such an. affmdavit.
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" By STEVE LAWBENCE. |
TFederar Jrond Ant. Drog
- Adminiatration. officialy,

pshed. by the eity Environs,

" menfal Protection Adminls-
- tration, have begui-ihe first
‘steps toward an inquivy to

determine whether common

taleum powdors contaln un-

healthy «quantities of agbeye

tos {ipers,

Despites this, the hcad of

" tho FDA’s Foods Bureau, Dr.

Virgil Wodlicka, zald: "“We

already have Information on

‘most major taleum brands

that indicales they pose oo
heallh problems,”

EPA Administrator Jerome
Kratehmer, fn a June 28

fetter to Health Edueation .

and Welfare Secretary Rich-

tr ardson  urged - the federal

. government 1o make a tho-

rough analysis of asbegtos

in tnlcum pow&nr. s
Br:md Namm

“Kretclimors letlor: w ,wlj o
m'omptcd by prelintinary

siaities dono. for his ageney

" at Mt. Binal'School of Medi-
- cing. on twa brand name )

powders,

"“We waré lnfomcd t!mt"

ihege iwo - talettni powder
wles both - coataln

amounls of {ihrous mings

raly,” identified: as -ashestos,
the EPA ¢hief wrote,

“1f these findings apply to
taleum " powder  goncrally,

mogt of our. infant popula..
tlon g expored 10 -n major -
risle of | asbestos fnhalation'

throughout at loast the first

two years of ilfe,” Krotgh. =

raot’a mm add‘ed.

© der,

Bit. Sinal's ashostos expert,
0. Trving Selilkol{, has linked
breathing asbestos fibers to
high rates of cancer among |
workers exposed to the mine-
ral {lber ~dust over long
peviods of time.

Tho FDA, in responge o
Kretehmer's Iolter, met Aug.

2 {n Washington with of.

ficials from the clty, tederal
government, cosmetle come
panics, Sclikeff and .{wo of
his co-workers to discitss jabh-
eratory methods for. delcet-
ing ashestos In talcunmy pow-

Even If asbesios particles
arn found in some pawder

_branda, federal - officlals
.wou,l,clilza‘.q to devise some in. |

dex of haw much is too much;
And this In twrn will de.
pend con -an ‘assessmoent of
how much of the produet is
actmuy inhaled durlng nor
mal vigage.-
Duting thc : Wﬁqhingtqn

~moetlin, smkc‘mmx for

Johngon = and: John!’on, a
major:, prevtucer lindy
powder,’ roporediy sald that

" babics’ got no.mora:than a
“dotaliof mix full - days® ‘oxe

posut¢ to the mnw’la! under
normnl conditlons, ™’ -
TIPA Asgistant. (,ommh-

" mioner Havold Romer told the

meeting . that {hiy - estimate
wag "grogsly oironcous, Ro- |-
mer salil “the chitd Is exposed
to inhnlation of {he particu-
lale for many. houvik n day
ovoer A por !orl of two Wmu,"
“The “high. cancer. ritles - In
nxbestog miners wore detest-
od in men who -had worked
with the material: fuil time,
In many oases for 10 to 20

© . years,
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