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ihon as measured in the xif
COMPATies
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How Polyvinyl Chloride Met Healt

that 2 - sidown wauld put

work and tost ithe economy
555 10 590 Ml n
By Ovioker, 1nev had con-
vinced CLHA 10 .nange Yo
4 1 part per mullion average
with brief exposures to high-
er levels permitied  Lris.
sinns could go to 25 parts
per melon f workers wore
veswratore, but the respra-
tor reguirement was defaved
by one vear te Apnt 1, 1978,
0SHA officizls now say
that the effects of those
changes were muumal and
claims bv the indusiry that
they made zl! the d:fference
were "a Ltle face-5aving se-
mantics ™
But by spring, 1974 most
companies had reafized the
tinal  standard  would  be
tough and that the ume had
come to try to comply.
discoversd that in
ronverung TMEREE to poly-
vinvl chioride resin, large vi-
ny} chivride gas leaks :nto
the atmosphere were devel
oped. And for the more than
1.0 rompanes that shape
the resis into Ms Tinal lorm,
* the uncomeried gas in the
resin was, haing hberated
during the reshaping®
Reduting emissions i the
plants turting vt chlor-
wle gas intn PVC, a powder,
was the major problem.
Some lechriques were kasy:
setling worners not to use
the supereooied Ras 10 re-
frigerate soft dnnks and not
to wade “ankle-deep n the
powder inside 1the 1.109-gal-
o reacions. But perling down

-7} to I part per million means

that 2 singie pinhiolz bet omes
e the rompanies say

Goodnch, thoogh, devel

g

ey ‘ﬁ sovar |

Respirators for workers in polyrviny) chlo-
ride plants will become mandalory April 1.

oped a new process o Te-
duce the necessity of clean-
Mg reactors — thought fo
have been a major exposure
point it then moved ahead
angd doveloped @ new “sinp-
ping"” progess which reduces
the tendual vinyl chiorde

ft m ths Tesn 10 the "po,

deteciable” level This allows

C o avord TERY-
laling emission fes els 1 Lheis
owr plants.

wthough nost of the at-
tenuon has facused on Lhe
exisunp 54 PVC plants, Rob~
intech Inc, and Gowldrich
have designed new plants
with.lechnology expecied fo
complelely  eimunate  the
emission problem.

OSHA acknowledges that
the progress has heen re-
markable, 1 wouldr't be
more pleased with the ap-
parent success and pro-

wast 1% 2
gess'" Emd Grow
Wiemr, acting i renr of
coymulard  develsprrams L
Enrk vemy e peaple o0t
dusity had any e<t.males of
s hat could be done

- Most af the PYC priad 1 ers
. [ have ieduced emissoes 1o
nl

ol 2 parte per puliiam
If they can reacii 875 part
per malhon, O%ifs  zllows
thar to relax the moutonng
requirements “bul 1ha! last
mile 1= pratty dfvult ™ said
John L Nelson manulactur.
ing vice, president of Good-

Tic d{

Gdtbing  the ~mrssions,
however,  wasn't  cheap
Goadreich says the ellort was
the jargest reseann and de-
1elopment prograta inoats his-
tory, imohvng 130 soienusis
and engineers 422000 man-
hours of work and $34 mul-
hon in capital cosis  The
Spciety of the Plasucs Indus-
try estimates the industry
costs could run up Lo $300

ules

vl
r };“L mitlan And sndusiry spoes-

men gav the regulatiors Lo
er productivaty and will add
10 to 15 prreent to the cost
of manufactunng PVC.

Gondrich, however, noies
it ran iease j1s new cieanup
1#chnologr te cthers, and
that the new eguipmenl cuts
lahor cnsty

And the cos: 1RCreass com-
plaats aren’s as wnpressive
when compared to the pagur-
al pce swangs PVC 15 down
w abowt 21 ~cnts a pound
today (alihavgh there are
signs< that prices are zbout (o
risey from 24 cenis on 1974
because of the recession—

sales are down about 1 hii--

hon pounds fram the record
47 bitlien of 1574 And the
cisanup price pales beside
the doubling of PVC raw
material costs over the past
two years

_ Right now PVC makers be-
fieve their higgest problem
may be public relations. The
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Federat Dreg 2dmmmearss
18 14 1o han &
I!\'p(?s of f'\’g [ Lkgl‘.
an ike groands that res.-l!‘
vinyl chlonde megrates e
the Tood
"People mrght begin to
think- p'lf ng: nml good
enough fo- faod, 11 musk toe
good o have § bo
wiapped 1n " sad Thomas
B Nantz, eacodive voce
pres.deni of (he parent Ganc.
Tich compary. who predi
& PVC growin rale of gboul
& percent a wcar Thus, fhe
chamical makers hate heen
renmmg ah el ing Moz
1z the v~alth dangers
Certainiy cne si2n of ths
prospects for the chemicai
was the Trecent annonce-
ment by the Diamond Sham.
rock Corporation  that 1t
would build a new $100 mul-
Lion viny! chionde plant near
Houston, the first 10 be an-
nounced since the cancer
<rare siarted.
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Compliance Programming, by telephone,
202/961-2884/3971,

If the OSHA National Office determines that the specific
working condition is covered by FRA authority, the com-
plaint will be referred directly to the National Office of the
FRA, unless they request direct referral to their Regional
Offices. If a complaint is involved, the complainant shall be
notified in-writing, by either the National Office or Regional
Office as directed, of the disposition of the complaint.

h. State Plans.

(1} Routine Siuie Inspections. States with approved
18(b) plans should be advised of these guidelines for conduc-
ting routine railroad inspections. The scope of State
coverage in the railroad industry is expected to be
equivalent to that provided by OSHA, unless it has been
determined that under the particular State plan, coverage of
the railroad industry is excluded under 29 CFR 1902.2(c).

(2) Referral to Operational States. In States that are
determined to be operational under 29 CFR 1954.3 and OSHA
Program Directive #74-11, all employee complaints and
fatality and catastrophe investigations involving working
conditions in the railroad industry within OSHA jurisdiction
as defined in the preceding paragraph 4(b), will be referred
to the State in accordance with the State’s operational agree-
ment. The procedures in the preceding paragraph 4(g)
should be followed for complaints or portions thereof not
within the defined OSHA jurisdiction.

5. Effective Date: This directive is effective immediately
and shall be retained until superseded or amended.

-

Field Memaoranda

&SHA SAYS DISCHARGED EMPLOYEE
OMPLAINTS SHOULD BE DEEMED VALID

Workplace complaints filed by someone who alleges to
have been discriminatorily discharged should be deemed
valid complaints and promptly investigated, according to
Field Information Memorandum 75-1 issued January 3.

The clarification was made by Occupational Safety and
Health Administration Associate Assistant Secretary for
Regional Programs Barry J. White regarding Section 1i(c)
and Chapter V1, Section A.2.D.(1) of the Field Operations
Manual. The text of the memorandum follows:

“For the purposes of submitting a complaint, an
‘employee’ would normally be a present employee of the
employer whose establishment is being complained about.
However, in some circumstances, it may be a former
employee; for example, where the employee may have been
discriminatorily discharged for a complaint about unsafe or
unheaithful conditions in the workplace.”

Field Memoranda

OSHA INSTRUCTS FIELD TO RESUME
INSPECTIONS FOR VINYL CHLORIDE

Inspections for vinyl chloride should be resumed im-
mediately, Barry J. White, associate assistant secretary for
regional programs, Occupational Safety and Health Ad-
minijstration said in Field Information Memorandum 75-4
issued January 8. '

The memo reiterates OSHA's position to enforce the
provisions of the levels of the temporary emergency stan-

CURRENT REPORT

first stage of the permanent standard which has been stayed
by the Second Circuit Court of Appeals.

The text of the memorandum follows:

“Attached for your information is a copy of the memoran-
dum to Assistant Secretary John H. Stender from the
Solicitor of Labor, dated January 2.

*“With this memorandum as a basis, I am directing that in-

spections for exposure to vinyl chloride be resumed effective
immediately.
* +Subsection (0)(1) of 29 CFR 1910.93q dated October 4,
1974, page 35898 of the Federal Register [Reference File
31:5343] shall continue in effect although the date is past
January 1, 1975. Citations shall be on 1910.93qto)(1)
published October 4, 1974, This means that until further
notice all the provisions of the emergency temporary stan-
dard (ETS) for exposure to vinyl chloride dated April 5,
1974, shall be implemented and enforced. The April 5, 1974,
provisions are found on pages 12342 through 12344 of the
Federal Register of that date.

“The amendments of December 3, 1974, in the Federal
Register shall not apply nor shall any of the provisions of the
October 4, 1974 pages 35896 through 35898 apply except
1910.93q(0)(1) on page 35898.

“OSHA Program Directive 200-29 (Current Report, May
23, p. 1622) of May 22, 1974 remains in effect.”

Solicitor's Memo

““The solicitor’s memo to Stender referred to in the Field
Information Memorandum pointed out the government’s
request for clarification from the court on its order (Current
Report, January 9, p. 925). The memo explains further the
Labor Department’s position that the stay of the standard
refers only to the “‘second stage of the standard,”” which re-
quires respirators and a 1 ppm exposure ceiling,

Field Memoranda

OSHA DISCONTINUES ENFORCEMENT OF MOCA
STANDARD, RELATED LABORATORY ACTIVITIES

Occupational Safety and Health Administration com-
pliance officers were mstructed to discontinue enforcement
of the standard for 4,4'Methylene bis (2 chloroaniline)
(MOCA) in 1910.93e, and laboratory activities for all 14 car-
cinogens in 1910.93(c)(6) through p(6)(3).

The order was issued in Field Information Memorandum
75-2 on January 7 and was signed by Associate Assistant
Secretary for Regional Programs Barry J. White. The text
of the memorandum follows:

“The standard, 29 CFR 1910.93 4,4' Methylene bis (2
chloroaniline) MOCA has been vacated and remanded by a
court decision. Simuitaneously, the 14 laboratory activities
subsections of 29 CFR 1910.93¢c(c)(6) through p(c)(63 were
also vacated.

“Therefore, you are directed to immediately discontinue
enforcing the MOCA standard and the laboratory activities
subsections (¢)(6) of 29 CFR 1910.93c through p.

‘A new MOCA standard is being prepared by the Office of
Standards. New labaratory subsections (¢)(6) for the re-
maining carcinogens standards are being prepared also.

<This memorandum is effective until further notice.
Please notify all area offices and agreement states accor-
dingly.

“Questions concerning the above should be directed to Ray
McClure or Flo Ryer. Division of Occupational Health
Programming, Roomn 760, 1726 M Street, N.W., Washington.
D.C. 20210.”

.ard, which expired October 4, but which are similar to the
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