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~Ashestos clinic let sicls men wor

<

// By JOSIT FREED ) moareas dangerous to their heolts  MoxTtreal Star he had permitted  lecaders have claimed. told o do ithy the goxcmmcn‘l asked us to. b.ut we for c‘ach workpr, .d_epend'mg on o

o Star St Reperier rather than referriz thun o the «ick werkers to rcm'ain‘ in the mires his (‘zllpl(;;,cls in oider to save them  staved at arm’s dlst~ance fxom it and  and degree of disability.

; . THETFORD MINES — Dectors who Vorhmen s Cempensation Doard and mills years after he h.adhob- compensation seltlements, - nfvcr mt»cr.fcr;tld' \'Tﬂ-)' IS operation. A_l present, I$5Thetford? \(l.r
operated a chme foribe schestos The chime records wote subject 'o served symptoms of ;’5b€510515 he- ‘The companies alco deny any col- We just ;'md_t.e mlls. workers are recerving comnensa
cropnnies Tornohmve ~lnited fLo. glermient e ceton bunountn 12, cause the men didn't want fo be  pyeien. W V. Oughtred, president of Hed thq sick men peen sent to the for ashestos-related dxocnses Accc.
@d net alvays anform workers suffer- the augpe r was DroPaul Cartier, reportedli and be transferred 0 pzpesies Coip., largest <7 "> fcur compensation board and avardsd dis- 103 to f)gurt?s‘_supplxcd by the Conf:
irg frem orbestosis of the full extent  the same man emplaved o the con lower paying jot Thetford Mines asbostos companics,  ability pavments, the ¢ o panies cration of National Trade Union =z
¢ it s ponves frem 150 untl Lt vear iy Cartier said h~ (id this because he  says he knew “hitle or rothing of  would have been required topay The Quebee Federation of Labar, !

In cuddiion, thes often 1\rmmrd head thar chise” thought it was in the bestintcrcsl_ of how the .clinic operaied.” ) lump sum premiums to the govern- - 1wo labor organizations to which lo:
theze emrpleyees to cc: Cartier yesterday toid Tuz the werkers” and was not, as union “We just set up the chnic because  ment of between $3,600 and $75,000 Sce MEN, Poge A-2
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! { - By CLAUDE ARDPE P
' ) The central figure i the current controversy surrounding healt’
hazards faced by asbestos workers in Thetford Mines is a 67-ycar-o!
i doctor wizose policy was “{o do as much geod for the workers as po-
. sible withsut harming them.”
' Paul Cottier, who operated on tihis principle when directe.
: ¢l the comnpames’ clinic winch checked
! N L Wokars for postible astestesgelated
H

Tors cilments, cdmits Le did not s
it aifected WGInCrs leave thrip y,m
and  scok wvorbman's  componsation
Lenelits.

>r. Caortier, who o e (Lin'e
frem 1010 untl dart veor, cuys be
“Uricd 13 do my Bart o b baen m ™
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EQW STLET IT I8! Threoyrarc!ld Chantal Marcott of St Chrysosteme had -

ber first taste of mople syTup vesterday and. ch boy. what a reaction. The sap
ts flowirg fast In the rural areas arourd Moatreal and staff photographer Ron

el

By TREVOR ROVE

Jeszifer Perril has 1ost her Iife sav-
irgs of $1,730 but she basa't lost her
;xet dignity.

The 75ycarold Brookiyn., N.Y,
twoman came to Meptreal Sunday to
visit her sister whose hushand had
receatly died. She planned to give her
sister thé money to belp pay funeral
oxpons

But sbe lost the mceney .when she

Teft it in a toxi she had taken from

the bus station on Berri strect to her
sister’s apartment ot 4550 Plamondon
Ave. off Cote &35 Neiges.

L
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Brooklyn weman

refuses kind offers. -

Staft phcta by Ron Yot

Yull tock a trip yesterday to capture the flaver on film. As well, new tectmology
1s coming to the aid of the maple syrup farmer — buckets are geing cut and
plastic hoses are coming in. The pictures and story on Page C-1.

lignity unmarred

She has offered a $500 reward for
the return of her purse which, along
with the morney, contaised her citi-
zenship papers and keyvs to her
Brooklyn apartment. So far she has
beard nothing.

She said that she still worries about
having lost the money and though she
realizes she shouldn't, she just can't
help it.

In response to an article 1n TuEe

“MorTrzAL StAR, she has been con-

tacted By several individuals and or-
ganizations who volunteered both fi-

nanaal aid and sympathetle advice. &
tlowever, though she gnd her sister,
Rose Lemcovitch, are ill, she has
dechned all offers of financial assist-
ance.
“Pcople offered me money, good
people in Montreal, but 1 refused it.
I've pever wanted anything from any-
body, I just wanted to suppart my-
sell,” she said. .
“I've been a widow for 40 years
but I never wanted anybody to do a
favor for me when I could work and
pay my way. I live alone in a one-

Hearings to be held .

rcom gaparument in New York and
whatever I've® got is good enough”

“I bave a zmall government pen.
sicn and Pl make do, or I'll make it
do. Maybe it’s just that I'm so selfish
that 1 den't want any belp.”

Though she is -unwilling to accept
help she is always willing to give it, .
especially to her widowed sister.

“When ycu get older you need
cach other and have to help each
other. Right now both of us are jll,
we're two broken up peopie, hut what
little we have is geed enough.”

N T A %Tm@r{v@@a@ TANTR AR TR AN S )

The central figure in the current controversy surrounding hes

hazards faced by asbestos workers in Thetford Mines is a 67-year-
doctor whose policy was “to do as much good for the workers as p

sible without harming them.”

Paul Cartier. who operated on this

of the companies™ chnic which checked
workers fer possible asbestos-related
lung” aillments, admits he did not insist
that affected workers leave their jobs
and seek workman's compensation
benefits.

Dr. Cartier, who ran the clinic
from 140 unll last year, says he
“tried to do my best: to be human.”

“When a worker came to me and
T saw from his x-rays that he had
slight abnormalities in his lungs, I
told him, in an effort to be as hu-
manutarian as possible: ‘Look, you've
got tke slight beginnings of a lung
problem. Now. are you happy at your
job? Do you want to stay there? Or do
you wish to apply for compensation
and. be transferred elsewhere in the
plant? If you stay where you are it
won't affect your condition that much
and if you become incapacitated you
can -always apply for compensation
then.’

“Even if they had left their work
completely and gone cn to drive
cabs, for instance; it might not have
arrested the progidciive effects.of as-
bestosis. s .

“So 1 figured it was in thelr best
interests to stay at their jobs. Be-
sides, they didn't want to be reported
“ill and transferred to a Iower-paying
job where they might have earned as
much 35 $30 lessa week,

“And if I had reported them ill
and brought about theoir transfer to
lower-paying jobs, the unions would
have lodged grievances ard the iwvork-
crs would have been reinstated to
their former jobs anyway.”

Cartier says it is *‘still debatable”
whether asbestosis would have sub-
sided in a patieat who was removed
from an asbestes-polluted  environ-
ment the misute the disease was di-
agnosced.

“From what modernmedicine
knows about the discaze, there ap-
pears to be a slight pregressicn even
after contact with asbestas fibres has
ceased.”
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principle when direc|

Rail, grain
move agair
atter strike
settlement

Canadian Press

The mail was moving norme!
around the country today but an lene
mous backlog of export grain remain-
to be tackled following a tentat!.
settlement of the wage dispute th-
brought on more than a month of r
valving strikes.

While first reaction to last night
settlement was mixeq among unic
members, a survey acress the count:
today indicated that generally men

Rarn ~f 4L -
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Jegnifer Perril has lost her life sav-
ings of $1,720 but she basn't lost her
goict dignity.

The T>year-old Brooklyn, NY.,
weman came to Aogtreal Sunday to
visit her sister whose husband had
recently dicd. She planned to give her
cister thé money to help pay funeral
€xpances.

But she lost the money .when she
teft it in a taxi sbe had taken from
the bus station on Berri strect to her

4 * sister’s apartment ot 468%0 Plamondon

Ave. off Cote d3s Neiges.
. X

i inside
Togay's Star

PCLICE I2UTMY: The Quebec
Pelice Commission inquiry into the
conduct of MUC Deputy Police
Directer Andre Guay will be re-
opened by Zpril 15. Page A3l

LAEOR PROTLST: ,Spcaker; Jean-
Noel Lavoie says he will invectigate
ckarges that union lecders were de-
nied zecess to the national assem-
bly during a demonstration. Page
A-5.

FRAUD CHARGED: Si:x{ U.Ss. oil

companies have been indicted by a

Angeles grand jurv and
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She has offered a $500 reward for
the rcturn of her purse which, along
with the money, contained her citi-
zenship papers and keys to her
Brooklyn apartment. So far she has
heard nothing

She said that she still worres about
having lost the money and though she
realizes she shouldn't, she just can’t
help it.

In response to an article in THE
MoxTrEAL STAR. she has been con-
tacted By several individuals and or-
ganizations who volunteered both fi-

By TERENCE MCORE
Star Staff Reporter "=
QUEBEC — The provincial gov-
ernment yesterday proposed a one-
third ircrease in the drop rate and
mileage charges of Montrcal taxis.

The preposal, however, is subject™

to hearings and a ruling by the

Quehec Transport Commission. It rec-

ommends that the Montreal drop rate

be increased to &0 cents from 60 and

the mileage rate to 80 cents a mile
en

il

nancial aid and sympathetic advice.
However, though she ard ker sister,
Rose Lemcovitch, are ill, sbe has
declined all offers of financial assist-
ance.
“People offered me money, good
people in Montreal, but 1 refused it.
I've never wanted anything from any-
body. I just wanted to support my-
self,”” she said. .
“I've been a widow for 40 years
but I never wanicd anybody to do a
favor for me when I could work and
pay my way. I live alone in a one-

Hearings to be held .

Berthiaume explained that rates were
already set at the maximum in many
regions and that general inflation jus-
tifies higher ceilings. .

The provincial cabinet by the reg-
ulation sets the range of permissible
taxi rates for different areas of the
province in order “to protect the pub-
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recom apartment in New York and
whatever I've’ got is gocd enough”

“1 have a cmall government pen-
sicn and I'll make do, cr I'll makeit
do. Maybe it’s just that I'm so selfish
that I don't want any help.” o

Though she is -unwilling to accept

help she is always willing to giveit, .

especially to her widowed sister.

“When you get older you need
each other and have to help each
other. Right now both of us are ill,
we're two broken up peopie, but what
little we have is good enough.”

Taxi fare increase proposéd

lic interest,” said Berthiaume.

The transport commission could
not be given complete latitude in set-
ting taxi rates because its basic task
is simply to issus-permits.

The draft regulation will be a sub-

See TAXI, Page A-2
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sides, they didn't want to be reporied

"ill and transferred to a lower-paying
job where they might have earned as
much as 539 less a week.

“And if I bad reported them ill
and brought about their transfer to
lower-paying jobs, the unions would
have lodged grievances and the work-
ers would have been reinstated to
their former jobs anyway.”

Cartier says it is *still dcbatable”
whether asbestosis would have sub-
sided in a patieitt who was removed
from an ashestos-polluted environ-
ment the minute the disease was di-
agnosed. .

“From what modernmedicine
knows about the diseace, there ap-
pears to be a slight pregressicn even
after contsct with asbestos fibres has
cea:;" .1)

He admits there were “a few un-
fortunate incidents” involving workers
who died a few months after receiv-
ing a clean bill of health from his
clinic. \

“But most of these deaths scemed
to be the result of heart problems,
wh.ch may or may not have been
connected to lung ailments.”

Cartier says, however, that when a

See DOCTOR, Page A-2 \
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after strike
settlement

N Cancdian Prezs

The mail was moving normai
around the country today but an enc
mous backlog of export grain remain-
to be tackled following a tentatl
settlement of the wage dispute th-
brought on more than a month of r
volving strikes.

While first reactlon to last night'
settiement was mixed among unic
members, a survey across the count:
today indicated that generally men
bers of the Public Service Alliance ¢
Canada (PSAC) were back on the job.

However in Tinmder Bay the 17
grain weighmen and samplers votc
unanimously to reject the tentatis
contract settlement and will contin~
their strike at the Thunder Bay tco:
minals. T

The post office also faced ancth
—though’ lesser—problem in a =i~
“ban the poatal code day” called {-
teday. But a deparimenta] spokesm:
said this was not expected to met-
much trouble.

Ths ftcotative scHlement of -
strikes, errived at through mediaticr
would provide the 18,609 PSAC mch
bers with a 2925 e
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e By JOSI FREED Moareas dapgerous to ther heolth  MoNTREAL STAR he had permitted leaders have claimed, told to doithy the government asked us to. but we for cach worker, depending on r
Ster Staif Reperter rather than referrng thom to the  <ack werkers to remain in the mires his employers 1n order to save them stayed at arm’s distance from it and

THETFOID MINES — Deetors who
opecrated a ¢imie

fer the aehostos

[BRANY

VWorkmen's Cempensuation Doard
The chnic records wote sobjoct ‘o

and mills

vears after he had ob-

served symptoms of asbestosis “he-

-

compensation seltlements.
The companies alco deny any col-

never interfered with
We just paid the bills.”

its operation.

and degree of disability.
At present, 245 Thetford Mir

workers are receiving comnensat:

eriptmios Torn o hove ~luiled O, oL ormine ot weplclios bulo untn 1902, cause the men didn’t want to be lusien, W W, Qughtred, r\rp'\‘vlnnt of Had the sick men neenrent to the  for ashestos-related dJSC’ISCS Acce.
afd pet alvoys irform workers suffer- the ingpe fr was Dro Paul Cartier, reported all and be transferred 0 Ashestes Corp largest «7 t"> feur  compensation board and avardsd dis- ng to figures supplied by the Con{-
ing frem arbestodis of the full extent  the same man emploved s the cont lower paying job . . Thetford Mines asbestos companies,  abi Ity pavments, the companies eration of National Trade Union 2
of thair it -5 p-."Cb from 1950 untl Last year o Cartier said h~ Jid this becausehe says he knew “hitle or rothing of  would have been required topoy The Quebec Federation of Labar, !
In zddition, thes often pormuttrd head their cluiic thought it was 1n the best interest of ho.\ lhe clinic operated.” lump sum prumums to the govern- - two labor organizations to which lo:
these emplesces O continue working Cartier »esterday tod Tuz the werkers” and was not, as union Ve just set up the chnic because  ment of between $3,000 and §73,000 See MEN, Page A-2
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The central fiqure in the current controversy surrounding healt’
hazards faced by asbestos workers in Thetford Mires is a 67-ycar-o!
doetor whose policy was 1o do as much good for the workers as po-
sible withsut harming thein

Paul Cattier, who operated
cf the compames’ ehnic which herked
i woerkers for posmible astestesgelated
lerg cilments, 2dmits Be did not innas
il affected woihers Jeave (oir johs
and  sock workman's compunration
Linefits,

Pr. Cartier, who ron chnle
from 1219 untsl It weor, ayvg be
“ricd 1o dn v Bert (g b fam i

T
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on this principle when directe
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ten at one mune stopped going fo clinic
- L o LA S\ L LU
fontmnediron o Ve N e I N I R Aooeers Sance (vﬂ“‘ﬂuﬂ with- job security deterred most men from ing compensation do/ ;oemg given lished a system of inspection (Rr
e e e e e : ' LT T Lt el Tie has been seeking compensation. clean bills of health} »#Cartier Lut he lation 197 of tho«#™M=c Mining /
oo R T O T crrowered bnoexecutines of the Laurent Cote. vice-president of the beueved this was uypemn"“because which required nment ins;
B ’ I RN I S GO U Thorowree Loestus compumesinthe ONTU-affiliated -union at Asbestos of changing standards at the compen- tor “to examine company clinic m
R TUT I QRSN Asbestos Corp., Beil Asbeslos  Corp., said: “Asbestos workers have  sption board cal records and issue annual min
it 7T SeR e migeorocep rd Lahe Astestos absolutely no guarantee of work f “It's more like a welfare, system cerlificates to those with healt
st oazs T Urocrer o ’ last sear when he relin-  they're removed “from the mills or now than like workmen's CGL»:‘V:‘SQ. - lungs.”
CoveRor Dy - A “ ol 4 his ;rb s director and be- munes for asbestosis. tion. Older miners put in claims be- However, because they appoil
sort M tRe o om s oiTomemtoomome - a consultant, Carrer ran the “There just aren’t available jobs fore they retire and get it automat-  Cartier to that job for Eastern Que
- Tre oniy cthor doctor workung  cutside the mine or mill — so the cally ... everybody gets 10 per cent.  (a region including Gaspe, Que
Lo owas DrooJa cques Dussault,  guy who's sick has to choose between But I've never met-anybody who said | City-and Thetford Mines), Cart:
e who jomned the staff 17 vears ago. his health and the ability <o support he had asbestosis.” was in effect examining hisc
SESLUE . Dussct agroes with Cartier'sver-  his family. That's no choice. Thetford Mines CNTU council ~ Work. ,
7 cnoof how the chme opoerzted, but “A guy of 55. trained inoneoccu-  procident Oliva Lemay said this is When he cxamined workers

cavs he was oot inacreement withat,  pation Is scared stiff of losing his not the case. He said 10! of the 251 was a company doctor; then

. job, so even if somcone tells him he's would “change hats” and exan

“I wanted to tell the worker people his unions have referred to the

- cverytung and send hum to compen- ga 'hmfh SICk't hte E((Ji.me'tm'r;.es ?ioisr}l:t board in the last seven years‘have  their tetsl[. f‘csu(lits .das a %qv:rmx’
im Ireceimev wob capo.  sauon, but Cartier was the boss and e ‘e guls to admit il and 1ake peon refused compensation. representative, deciding which w
BT e I stood by lus docision. the chance. If these doctors really ers would receive their miner's cc

Paul Filteau, secretary-general of the

wanted to help the workers, why icates and which would be de
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e To L os-related oz /'_Mj1 fﬁ q“:’;‘: Ilzg‘czj“"ﬁi;m i sus, didnt they 3t least tell the union or gue:?tgch‘xs:ues?:mhgﬁni f;‘iswga§éon them and subsequently recommen
P e U0 spebesmen S0 WOReTs SR e s famiy docor” o e Companies that there were sick G B3 ot the association was  LOF Sompensation.

have tncle i EEvh T vy MR D M people going back to work?" in mo wa gev onsib‘le for the climo. I Cartier continued to hold t!

3 mee s ot hod ) 1‘8;“%5 1‘ vaan’t severe enough Du_ssault claims that on several id vay respon (ficials wore + conflicting posts until 1972 at w!

el wcmpanes’ 1 explamng Le seriousiess of the  occasions he discussed the problemof S some company ofliclals were  yjme gccording to Dr. Bertrand :

S N e d1sease Dut mest of tham didnt  whetber or not fo remove sick men ~ 1CP@ aware of Cartier's practice of  jomare a long-time workmen's

- “‘:::i‘"‘l r"tit}y T '.3.:! o 5o ui compensalion ~ they  from the job with company represent- wl;r?{c?r}s)’l }rl’e%“geg‘;;inrnr‘erﬁo,{mm‘?n % pensation commissioner, he was

R sion recuring amwxl vins. Last vear .rc.va there weren't very many jobs ahves.. whom he refust_:d to name, but . okl o placed by Philippe Duval, becaus:

e Car .dmn workers sterped atb utz:de the mine and there &vas no “nothing ever came of it."” = If you tell a 55-year-old man he's was not really proper that a comp

e corified & e climic altareihor F;J o ot fuarantee the company cowd find really sick, you may do him more man should work for the gov.

- Y Thotiord ‘:j°shc i them svother b af they were re- *Unaware -harm” psychologically than good  ment.”

‘T found como porpte Toernidernd o e i sies Bty -~ moved {rom their present cnas. O'ughtrcd said e wasunaware physically. It's a difficult decision . . . “But at the time he was fuut .
D2 vory TTISUS comoiien wia semar Panuet, presdont of the “Trey said that they weuldliketo  that workers were nct seeking com- and company officials felt they  ployed, there was nothing incorre
42l w2 thot ¢nly merihg bafepa they T :f;:?i:;’le rnien 3 L"..:E C"":’: go to compensation of 1ocould give  pensation for fear of losing their jobs. shouldn't interfere. Bellemare maintained. “The gow

21 e comrne pomy, tald the poliey 'v'ww izt ‘5 ¥ tiem ancther jcb where there wasno “I'm not sure,” he said, “but I “Carticr told the workers they ment needed a good pneumologist :

3 company precdent hchoel Fr “’-‘f asbestes dust. 1 cxplained that 2l T believe we have a clause in the con-  were all right, let them go back to  he (Cartier) had an international r¢

Lsing files "-i"’m‘ﬂ’v-‘: - ; : W_'r':"l OI'“‘) cot id - do was classily them as sick,  tract that guarantees them a job in their jobs and, if he thought the case  tation.” '
L TR E z_x;L:aM"; - «:1 ,:Z.Cq” - Lat T couldn't give them ancther job. the event they have to leave their job sertous, recommended that they visit Despite his replacement, Cartier «
L[ reien fo enmnde fes o PoRTR ATpTeniRtd ny deeesin e It wacyt my department. because of dust conditions.” their fanuly doctor. tinued to act as a consultant in res.
;{;-m'"""'I‘biﬁi?n’dlf!”{;uuvlriCzruqd"c'rtv 1; N :fic (:C“,C‘ vias oot 'JD”L; llnsf}C'd “So rro:t of them never went — _ Union spokesmen deny this, saying “But the companies never told X-rays for the government untl)
e s ol e bme the Mo turts actest ¢35 COMpanics more t::%n they were frightencd they'd los2 their™ it is onme of the clauses they are now him to do this — it was his decision. vear. He was replaced as head ¢!
- LT owmns caard mowere e Y reers ago inoretrepre fooa 1000 1 and have no way of making a strivire to ohtain o mariaw inbas famed 1 Thotined  Miree  ramname  alinia
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PV employecs i NAhlas Do
from defeade crpamimerl SO0
whidh g wLiamaed snacemen o
firroet brogdass
THe U8 ar farce sooanly senh
fre, the EFTY O SOCUNIT SLCDTY
The £ary secuniy grocp have Cp Lo
1IN0 explyrees B IDXLWTIDG POKS
cord e worid Lstenog ooy
bradmhonms d analyzmg fereign
=tery ey taflc
~whe US mubitzry rother thsa e
ClA roay have been izvolved in three
tlieged salvage cperalisas reporied
last mopss Ly Wx Notanal Brezlias-
Ing Commposy. They were
S Tos rocovesy, Wb Brnid held
ctelectronte gear {rom:zSonud
plze 53t croshed o e North Sea

-
E0

three yeors

@ The recovery of eectrenic usan
frp dosices from 3 Sowied vessel that
<==X in the Sea of Jepan o vears
Ly

© Tta rocovery of a coclesr wesnon
e @ Soviet pline that crashed 0
t" Sea of Jepen five years ago.

QE 2 cruise

boosts Cunard

105 ANGELES (Recter) — A G-
rocialy saccessid werld cruise by
{he Cmard Bner frzeen Elinobeth 1
t=d mode t8e cocociling Dritich Lve
mrcfiiile for the Lrot tme i IOV
yoars. Cdnard mopoging-drecior
prtehell e yecterday.
= 2Gched few frem Britam to 1os

e s s s cdecede

. Engeles to be prexcst at the limer's

.
B

€

[y
‘

f5st vist to the United Stotes west
&onot es it ended its T2day werld cruite.
- Pazcengers paid up.lo 100,00 for
e Nip's most expensive ulte 63 the
1 of 19 coumtnes. An average suite
yeat for $20,60 a cocyle, Mitchell s2id.
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et D DL el s
e anch operates onoevnianchaad
iy the ungs. has 0 work crerun e
2md thos could dead to s fatal enlarge-

ment of the venrne

SHl o Ls s nard tashea st
~clatonshy heidecn e e RN
Cieenee £od heart latured that Mont-
real's two 1op pathalegsts  refuse

systematcaly lo porform auiopsies (@
this 1vpe of ceath because they know
they €as 't proee the re.atzanshp i the
evert of acourtcase”

Wi le Cartser freely admnis e &
Guiesced W0 WOrTETS' Wwidies 0 remain

Taxi fares may go up |

Coztizoed from Prge Al

ject of ecmmaltotion with taxd organi-
zaugas during March and April ard
the ccbinet will enact changes in late
April or early May.

Tuval tan leagues have sought
ceruficaticn to speak far the industry
in the west and cestral sectors of
Mertreal and in Lorgeeudl while a
single league speaks for the industry
in the west sector of Monlireal. Ber-
thizirne said transport depirtmesnt of-
fioials would consult with all compet-
g groups.

The alternative would be to wait
catil cre league 1s cerufied for each
sector ard then deal cnly with that
leszue. Beorthicume said it mught take
=tll longer beigre the newly-certified
leagues were sufficiently organized to
fully represent their members

The draft revision suggests a Oew
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jobs 1n spite of the hazardst
vehemently  demes any collusion
he el oand
pames which paid nw selary and far
the upieep of the chine.

“1 can_swear that I was never
given any direcuves by the compa-
ries apd that I acted solely on the
vaas of my extens:ivetramungin
wmie of the world's leading medical
cntres

Uruan claims that Cartier was re-

E

3t ther
h‘-

Tw gt (e IUUDIDR Collt-

luctant to refer workers to the Work-

men's Compensat:on Board because
the companies didn’t want to pav
fuUmp sum compensation premuums
are “totally false”” he savs

“1 weorked on the principle thatf
the worker showed a shght trace of

system for displaying thedriver ‘s
permit replacing the illegible and
pearly invisible plastic cards that
rgw hang behird the driver's head,
with a bolder beside the taxi meter
displaying the owner's taxi permit,
the driver's permut and the rates.
This would take effect next January
unless the consultation next month
indicates the taxi business is pre-
pared to make the changes immedi-
ately.

A more ambitious extension of taxi
regulations wall be launched in the
summer or fall with the publication
of dralt rules goverming the taxi driv-
er’s relationchip with fleet owners
and with taxi ser vic e associations.
Non-owning drivers rent their cars
from the owners and depend op the
service associations for insurance,
despatching service and credit sys-
tems.

T
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{.nboslosxs 1 wamed hum about 1t and
hun  decide 1f he wanted to re-
ma at s b

My policy was to try and do as
much good for hun as was possible
without causing hum any harm.

“l was acting on behalf of the
worker who was worried about losing
incorne. 1 wasn't doing it for pecuni-
ary rewards from the companies. I've
rever been one to go in for that sort
of thing 1 worked mysell through
medical school by keeping a job at
the post office from 6 p.n. to 3 a.m.
every day.

“But po matter what 1say. people
are stll going to think that I had
<old out to the companices. ! just tried
0 do my best.” ’

Cartier says that throughout his
career at the clinic he was under the
impression that if the condition of
workers was being made worse by
their continued exposure to asbestos
fibres this fact would have been
brought to his attention by the
Quebec Asbestes Mining Association.

ut

\

“The asscciation was ferever fi--

nancing costly research projects, and
impressive medical teams wisited my
clinic from leading hospitals in De-
troit, New York, Philadelphia and
Pittsburg.

*] would have made recommenda-
tions for improving working condi-
ticns but I was hampercd by these
big-name teams which spent up to
two months at a time here.

“They spent on enormous amount
of money and 1 figured that if there
was anything wrong with our opera-
tion they would have made recom-
mendations to the comparges.

“Whed they came I reproached
them on the fact that they didn’t
scem to follow up their tests with
recommendations for improving work-
ing ccnditions.

“They could have made a great
contribution with all their up-to-date
expertise. They were in abelter posi-
tion than our little clinic which was

1solated from medical centres. I
thanaht Cthay  wmold v crmmmend im-

. Lyt gy
R ALt
oo v,

5y UL JOD

found nothing to complamm about. so
who was I to add my two cents
worth.

} guess 1 was ioo trmd; Ishould
have spoken out. My friends have
always told me that I'm too timid.”

{ Cartier remains sceptical, how-
ever, about the validity of the recent
Mount Sinai study which found a
very high incidence of lung disease
among veteran Thetford Mines work-
ers.

He says that during contract nego-
tiations which led to the violent and
bitter asbestos strike of 1949, the unions
sought to dramatize their demands by
trying to establish a link befween abes-
tos muning ald tuberculosis. The asbes-

“tos workers“o are on strike for the
first tume Since 1849 and safety clauses
are among their chief demands.

“Today, the same fhing is true

. and in order to make their point that
mining asbestos leads to asbestaosis,
they commissioned Dr. Irving Selikoff
of the Mount Sinai College of Medi-
t cine in New York fo study the situa-
tion here.

“Now, it is commen knowledge in
our field that Selikoff finds 100 per
cent more abnormalities in lung x-
rays than anyone else.

“When you read x-rays — and I
used to read 10,000 a year in my day
— you can over-read, under-read or
arrive at ahappy medium.

“Selikoff over-reads and the unions
knew that and that's why they went
after him.”

Cartier says that by over-reading,
any doctor can look at x-rays of the
lungs of persons over age 50 in any
line of work and discover “all sorts
of abnormalities.”

o *Clinie revamped,’ |

i
gttt i Ohank i

safety to
be tighwm

The Star’s Quebec Bureau

QU EBEC — Tougher inspet
and stiffer fines will be introd:
early this year to control cond::
hazardous to Quebec asbeslos mi
Mines and Natural Resources M
ter Gilles Masse announced ye:
day.

But the minister told the nat:
assermnbly the existing air pol
standards would remain in force.

Masse said the number of !
inspectors would be increased :
from 17 and spet checks woul
made without advising the union
company in advance.

He said the practice in the
had been to give 2% hours notice
visit by an inspector so that tb
ions could arrange to have a It
sentative available.

Masse said the present syste:
fines. providing for a $25-a-day
alty for a companyvielatin:
rules, were ‘“very minimal, rv
lous.” .

The minister said he was w
to say yet how stiff .the new

would be.

The present on-the-job poll
limit of five asbestos fibres per t
centimetre of air will ren.
force, Masse said.

The level is accepted by U.S
thorities, he said. A reduction t
fibres per cubic centimetre, o
manded by the Canadian unic.
“not technically possible” N
said.

.

says new chief
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il oienger oeicre the neway-certified
leagues were sufficiently organized to
fully represent their members.

The draft revision suggests a new

rom the owners and depend on the
service associations for insurance,
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Locd weckend Skies will be partly cleady tomerrow, the cloud
tover decreasing through the day. Temperatires will be a bit
sler, however, £od we can expect come prelty strong gusts

&r wind. Low fomight vill be 23 (-1 Celsius). High tomorrow,
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- e ! Lengranie cotlosk for the weekend is
E:{asonzb!e temperatures.
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Ottawa
Vancouver
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The temperatures

Overmught low temperatures and yesterday’s high. Brack-
eted figures are Celsius equivalents.
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Min. Max. Minneapolis . xR
Chicago B 5

37(3) 41(5)  Detroit M5
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347 % 54
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them on the fact that they didn't
seem to follow up their tests with
recommendations for improving work-
ing conditions.

“They could have mazde a great
contribution with all their up-to-date
expertise. They were in a better posi-
tion than our little clinic which was
isolated from medical centres. i
thought "they would recommend im-
provements to the industry but they

* never seemed to do it.

“I was open to recommendations.
But it was embarrassing for a little
French-Canadian doctor m the boon-
docks lik¢ me to come along after all
those big shots and tell the industry
to make improvements.

“The companies would surely have
told me to mind my own business,
that the leading world experts had

Ag&‘@@mfem

Continged from Page A.1

sl 01 worx and alscover
of abnormalities.”

all sorts

“uel techmcally possibie,”
said.

" Ulinic revamped,”
says new chief

By JOSH FREED
* Star Staff Reporter

THETFORD MINES — The asbes-
tos companies’ clinic here has been
revamped, says Dr. Michel Lesage,
the man responsible for the clinic
since April, 1974.

Lesage, filling the newly created
pest of company “medical advisor,”
is a doctor, lawyer and radioloqist
whose most recent porition was zd-
visor fo the ministry of social affairs.

Lesage has hired a new physician,
Richard Lambert to replace Dr. Poul
Cartier, former head 2nd now con-
sultant at the clinic. Cartier will re-
tire in June.

prevention as well. He says the
ford Mines companies have sper
million on ventilation alone i
last five years, but adds “jt j
enough™ in hLght of the Mount
results.
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plete stop to Canada’s export grain
movement, closed some airports peri--
odically and upset mail service, par-
ticularly at Toronto's postal Terminal
A that handles half the letters mailed
in Canada.

Teronto postal officials reperted to-
day that Terminal A was ticking nor-
mally, with all first end second class
mail cleared though wifh a backlog of
parcels and other material running
between three and 10 days behind de-
livery schedule. .

Despite a general PSAC return to
work, there were still spots where
members were picketing the job, and
there was some grumbling from union
members here and there atout the
terms of the settlement.

Weighmen and handlers continued to
picket the Canadian Grain Commis-
sion’s building in Winnipeg.

Strongest dissatisfaction Qvith the
wage settlement was expressed in the
Atlantic provinces, where' Larry Wal-
lace, president of a PSAC local at the
Canadian Forces base in Gagelown,

N.B., said he and other union officials -

are meeting today to cbnsid;r voting
non-confidence in the union’s bargain-
ing team.
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“] think it was a geod linic when
it was sct up,” Lesage said, “butin
recent years it had fallen somewhat
behind the times.”

The compznies should have talien
steps to updete the clinic's operation
earlier, he said, but cdded that un-
joh§ and governmcnt alse could have
taken - more initiative in improving
conditions.

Lesage said that as of Jan. 1 the
clinic was completely revamped, with
the addition of modern equipment,
and 2 policy efcompletemedical
check-ups.  Previously, werkers had
becst chec ked only for asbestos-re-
lated discases.

“Anyone with lung scarnng or as-
bestos-related diseases will be sent
for an immediate examination af the
Workman’s Compensation Doard
clinic in Mentreal, so that no one will
suddenly surface with disabilities
higher than 16 per cent,” Lambert
said.

“But I'm -sure it will take time to
re-establish the clinic s credibility.
Meony workers appear to have lost
confidence init.”

Lesage intends to press for im-
provements in the area of d('g_m
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