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O rganisation o f  A ssociations
At our AlA Executive Committee Meeting on Ju ly 7/8 the recent events in Germany wore considered and very great concern «as expressed at the im p lication* not Germany and, following from t h is ,  fo r  us a l l .
It  wag th is  la t t e r  consideration with a l l  i t *  grave im p lications which led the Executive Committee to fe e l that they should communicate with both WVA 
and WVAZ to advise them earnestly to consider forming one Ha Lionel Genoa« 
Association to deal exclusively with the asbestos and health issue and quiteseparate from commercial or s c ie n t i f ic  o rg a n isa tio n s.The advantages are c le e r s -(a) Concentration and id e n tity  of viewpoint and thus o f representations to Government, Unions, Media and the P u b lic , so avoiding c o n flic t in g  a c tio n .
(b) a stronger voice because of speaking for a larger organisation.

A method o f ach ievin g a sin gle  German Asbestos A sso ciatio n  for th is  p a rticu la r  purpose without wasting precious t i l *  n ight be as fo llo w s! -
(a) Those people io WVA and WVAZ who «re concerned with asbestos and health and i t s  impact on Govemmant/Unioos/Media/the Public should bo joined 

into « email group and form the new A sso cia tio n , leavin g the other two A sso ciatio n s with r e sp o n sib ility  fo r ju s t  their com erciai a c t i v i t i e s .(b) A headquarters to  be se t up in  the most convenient f a c i l i t i e s  which e x is t . A responsible o f f i c i a l  should be a v a ila b le  at a l l  tim es.(c) To preserve an id e n tity  for this new Association which would be separate 
from any e xistin g Association, company or organisation, a neutraladdress should be used.

Sir S e v ille  Stack

cc fo r inform ation! Executive Comaittee
i i m i u t *  M i  l .  d r , fU-s, K G jr fr , S .rW i'vil*i!Stn tk (ÍWrrciaryíIWg »:>, MUiKiMcryd edi»«-«: at Above
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ASBESTOS DEVELOPMENTS IX  GERMAHY
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A t ye ste rd a y 's  meeting o f the Executive C o w lt te e  o f the AIA ,
H r. Srhermer (German E t e r n i t ) ,  who was standing in  fo r  Dr. Schwar?, 
gave a b r ie f  and p essim istic  account o f developments in  Germany 
and I thought th a t you would be in te rested  to rece ive  my summary 
o f  those comments,

The present p o s it io n  appears to be that the Federal Government 
Environmental P ro te ction  Agency is  preparing a catalogue o f  products 
which can be used in  place o f  asbestos-cement. The EPA emphasis is  
on product s u b s titu t io n  as they appear to recognise th a t there is  no 
su b stitu te  fo r  asbestos fo r  the reinforcem ent o f  cement. _ This 
catalogue is  scheduled fo r  p u b lica tio n  by 1 st September and w il l  be 
w idely p u b lic is e d  p a r t ic u la r ly  in  the trade  p ress . German E te rn it  
understands that there w i l l  be extensive  quotation o f the Califano 
fig u re s  on cancer r is k s  in  the United S ta te s .

Although the a tt itu d e s  o f the Federal M in is t r ie s  o f Labour and 
Housing at present suggest th a t asbestos-cement creates no health 
r is k  to the general p u b lic  o r  in  the environment, the M in is try  o f 
Economic A f fa ir s  appears to be le s s  than o p tim is t ic  that those two 
departments w i l l  be able to w ithstand possib le  p o l it ic a l  pressure 
which could be exerted on them to  change th e ir  view .

I t  seems probable th a t a cou rt a c tio n  w i l l  be brought against the 
German EPA by E te rn it  o r  by the MYAZ. Th is  development has been 
complicated by a press release three days ago by the W irtschaftsverband
Asbest which c r i t ic i s e s  the EPA. the WVA and the HVAZ ve ry  ra re ly  
see e ye -to -e ye l

A t a conference o f  S ta te  M in iste rs  o f  the Environment on 8th May the 
Bremen M in is te r suggested that a l l  States should fo llo w  the Bremen 
le a d -in  banning t o t a l ly  the use o f  asbestos w ith in  th e ir  States by 
1st A p r il 1983. The Bremen d ec is ion , which was taken on Z5th June, 
produced a vote  on s t r i c t l y  party T ines and in te n s ive  lobbying is  now 
taking place to t ry  to get th is  reminded. I t  appears from the 
Sth May meeting th a t two o the r States ind ica ted  that they might fo llow  
the Bremen approach. However, the next meeting o f S tate M in is te rs  
on 1st November i s  l ik e ly  to  confine d iscussion  to the replacement o f 
asbestos-cement based on the catalogue which 1s to be produced by the 
EPA.
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Herr Ebrenberg, the Federal Labour M in is te r ,  i s  proposing to bold a 
conference on su b stitu tes  fo r  asbestos 1n 1982. The present in d ic a ­
tio n s  are th a t  th is  may take place about tti<f-sua*>er.

Gentian E te rn  i t  are c le a r ly  in  near panic from the present p o s it io n  
and have se t up a task fo rce  freed  from a ll  o ther management respon­
s i b i l i t i e s .  Th is cons ists  o f Schwarz, Bornemann and Schemer and 
re p o rts  d ire c t  to Dr. Reicher who is  g iv in g  not less than 33S o f h is  
time to the p o l it ic a l  s id e  o f  asbestos and health developments.
The task fo rce  is  c o lle c t in g  data and is  undertaking p o l it ic a l  
lobbying a t Federal and State le ve l and is  contacting a l l  i t s  
customers. We have suggested th a t the task force should cover the 
whole o f  the ind u stry  and not be seen to be ju s t  an E te rn it  in i t ia t i v e .

H .D .S . HMD IE


