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% per cent 'M"‘(d smoderate or themc,sq men in Ontario who work  asbestos workers wall suffer serious  “We've gt tha ehabs o’ sl =
ezensive avidencs of ssbertosls.” oy
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© Kb EwiB T 0 DAG 100 A SIDEL DRSS
fie’ apparatus, puts It on his fsce
and for the pext 15 minutes dreathes
! ln'pure oxygen,
He fepeats (ke same procedure be-
fore going (o bed st might -
Tols twice-dally ritual §s necés
sary because Bader, 65, has asbesto.
3is, a fung dlsease that alflicls peo-
.+ Ppis émployed to handle ashestos.
© There bave already Deen several
deaths {n Metro attributed to asbes-
.. Asbestos Is alto suspected lobe a
1 health hazard to (e general publle.
. Asbestosls i3 the result of iny as-
bestos particles becoming fodged in
* the lungs, Bader has a bad case and
has grave difficulty breathing. 3

— . .
The sirike s stilion, . :
William Young, the plant mansg.

er, tays, “Wo observe all the safety

regulathons Iaid down by the provin

clal government.” , <.
Meanwhile, the 730 membery of

the Asbestos Workers Unlen (Local

95}, the other major grouplog of men

who bandls asbestos, also went on

#trike, They recently soltied because

they wom & big raise and @ short

cottract, but they're stll dlsgruntled
over the health hazard,
‘They work .on construction sites

{ostalling 235 estos water pipes,

spraying s asbestos protective solu-

tion on structural steet and appiying  iIng that period, Canadian sngual 3¢ | formed autopsies on # Inrge number

varlous fypes of asbestos material
tha by Istion for heatt

A in ordinary er

2 sation he gasps for breath. Hee
.+ D0 longer push a lawomower and
. sven walking presents problems. At
night be frequently startles from his
_ sletp, struggling for breath. R

¥ L s killing me

1 Bader, tapping his chest, recently
“  told The Star, “It'x :ho}sbam in

» it probadly 1s.
For 22 years, while working Ina
Metro factory which preduces asbes-
tos producty, he breathed in billions
of Gny, tough asbestos fidres. The

t g
refrigeration und air.conditioning.

‘The results of the 1971 x-ray test of
520 union members, conducted by
the provineisl department of health,
were rec amoupced: The lungs
of 14 men showed changes “sugpes-
tive of ashestosts,”

Alex Taggart. a unica officlal,
finds thy figure highly disturbing.
“'We've slrwady bad slx deaths be-
cause of lung disease,” he said.
“Only a fow months age, Georpe
Cousing passed away.'

Duriog his 36 years ay aninsule

Lien worker, Cousing heiped with the

L ST R e
Couisiog’ condition worstned ang b
ded. ., - T -

linked “disenses and -deaths hro
been reported only within the gast
few years and with good
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; persoa?

' which may fied their
etrmoent et

cans o8t eoncera.
avold being o comstamt contact with 1y factaries where asbestos prod-
tsbestor today, & DA question 15 yueig gre made—such a3 the Johns-
; belng posed: Has asbestos become & Manyille plant in Scarborough—
dangerous poliutant o the sverage many precautions are taken lo keep
5 asbestos out of the lungs of employ-

Yoo Asbrstos ma be liberaled from  ees.
et CAn mmﬁﬁfgh‘an'ﬁ?-ii‘ﬁn“?, ;
Modt > of tow o s - EC i3 Powerfyl ventilating fans suck the

BUTYEIT S Are TFng Gemolined  air clean. Men handling powdered
which are rich in asbesios malenials 4 g5 be stas xee required to wear

!:ay intothe ‘masks. Three times & year, a com-

takes 20 to X years of expos
asbestos dust for the disease to
& Rem foothold. s o

s £ao sigaificant thet only in
ihe past 25 years has asbestosde
coms & ‘widely-uced material Dur-

o

Destos production-~nearly all ‘of’

mined i Quebec—has rsem fm§
456000 tons 15 thres timws (bt
amount. R

' ‘As.f')es(os ev: »

Today, there’s hardly s homs,
floe, factory, plane, shig, aulomob!
or engine does pot contain
bestos in one form or another.
of the fibres find ther way inlo bij
man ungs. . SR
Last_month, at the
Jocal

4

i
t 1s & past president o New!. the prablem is. X-rays seldom work

asbestosts viclim is beyond medical  (oMairuction of dozems of factorles.  york Academy of Sci
Selp b bestos fibres are " highrise apariments srd o the enviroumental sclonce divid
indestructible, olfice buldings, sion‘o! ::J Yark's Mount Sinst Hode!
They decrease the elaaticity of the 5 . pital school of medicine. |
- Jungs aud experietice has shown that Br. ea!hmg labored For the past 30 years, he
. condition of an asbestosls victin  When he reached theageof 60, he  been nudying asbeslos as an occwi
can snly worsen. found that he was so tired when he

A number of recent events have
s drawn atleniion Lo asbestos a1 &
* bealth

. Last month ths 527 membere of
the International Chemical Workers
Union walked out of the Johns-Man.
ville plamt i Scarborough, elaim.
ing that beakth, not money, was tbe
Jmain {ssue,

Robert Stewart, the unios manag-
or, sald:
“Four of sur paopls have died and
© 1t have been disabled by asbestos-
caused diseases. The xalety stan.
dards—a¢ g8t up and policed by the
company and the provincial depart-
ments of Jabor and heaith~can't be

K.

o LY P it

trusted.
“They've done a lousy job for ps.

came home R night that hehad o
Re to bed. Hig breatiung became
progessively more {aboved. Aliee,
hs widow, who Ives in the Dan-
forth-Coxwell ares, recalled: .
“His condition rapidly, wersened
wntll he couldn’t walk up a flight of
elairs withoat belng completely ex-
hausted, He bad 15 glve up hunting
which wus always thw Iove of his
Hfe. Goorge was @ fighter and insist.
ed on going off to work every morn-
lag. But he had to quit two years
before the vetirement age of 65.
The couple then hegan spending
five months of the year fa thelr Mus-
koks cottage, hoping that the purs
o would clear up his lung condi-
tion. It was a {utile dream’ George

pational hazard, | . §1

“We can expecl, worse
ahead,” he predicted “We have
s fearn to live wath asbestes®
' The usbestos worker om cons
. tion sites, he said, will eventyall

-shew six or seven times the normay
rate of Tony cancer, three times th

harmad yate of cancer of the colod !

stemach and recturn. .
Mesothelioma—a maligent turner
that grows in the upper chest wall

" waps performed s Montreal,
" magritude of asbesios exposure in

nvitation of Iam the amount of asbestos part-
? Dol ;-eles ia & bving person’s lungs. The

and heall "+ for uarly eases.

. ,’,'(‘k sUIL an open questisn. Anderson

s used i 3 1 i

P pany industrial hygietw unil towrs
floor illings, roofing materials, con~ e plant, taking stveral alr sem.
, veyor bells, in stoves, hesters and  pjeq,

| fifng cabisets. Young, the plant manager. said,

i When Dr. W. A D. Anderson, & .pye ohiect is to make sure that the
* Univesaity of Toronto graduale who air 1t kepl *safe.’

118 ow & pathologist n Flozuda. per- 7, B o regulations, ir I safe
provided that it contains no more
than five asbestos fibres, no Jopger

an 1/25.000 of an inch, per cubig
entimeter,

Tuspectors call

From time to time, the plant is
aiso visited by inspectors from the

| of Miami people who had died of ail

" eauses, he discovered that ene in

- four had smsbestos Kbres embedded

it tbelr Jungs.

- When sirilar series of autop’}fcs
e

'York and other cliles, 8sbestos was
$ound in 25 to 50 per cemt of the

**Neither {he company nor the gov.
ernment can vefute thiy vonclusion
because they don’t know enough
about the lang-term harards of expo-
sure to ashesios.

“it's ne acudent that so wmany
cases of asbeslusis have been show-
ing up tn the past few years. The
Johns-Manwville plant was opened
here 23 years ago—and it takes 0 ta

30 years for the damage 1o be done.” |

Authoriites like Dr. Cowls admit
that gaps sUll exist inour Ted;

Chemical Workers Union. “For us,
it's a matier of life or death. We've |
Nneard that some of the samples talr
en have checked qut st 10 times .
sbove the maximunt safety Umit ]
, ihink we showld be fakisgomrown
sempies.” Yooge, munager of .’
Jobns-Manvitle plant, says s come -
pamyon‘s willing to &m&% .
wure of ar mond
o tariog, TeSt Wit

Stewast ewplmslzes thy boed for.
| constant surveiiance of iHa alr bw

of the hazards of ashestos expesur:.
“Asbestes,” ha pointed out, iz s
20th century mineral. 1U's only com-
paratively revently thal its dangers
have bees recopuzed. The safety

standurds we ‘set are based on the -

best  scientific
able.” :

information  avail-

But, because the demand for as.

bestos i3 increasmg by 3 per cent
each year, it's hksly that the num-

ber of occupational casualiies will -

sbodies studled. **This documents the  Onuario departments of health and

Jlaber. In addition to taking air sam-
pits, the health department also x-
rays the chesls of workers once s
yeur and administers s lung per-
formance test,

Dr. Cowle, in chargs of the
chest disease unlt of the province's

virannootal health service, saud:
“If we find changes in the lung we
inform the company physicisn and
perhaps ths worker's family doctor
and the worker himpell,

“In gome cases, this information
may lead to the worker being trant-
ferred to 2 job where there's less
exposure to asbestos or 1o an early
tetrement."”

reveral urtan populations.”’ sald An-
derson.
2t AL nregent it's @mpossible Lo mea.

only lest ;s one for genersl lupmg
dizsbikty, which does not fell what

‘The cerinusness of ‘asbeslos as 2
fhreat {0 the averagaprban dweller

specy “ted that, siong with automa.
+ bite exhaust funres, gemeral polluton
| of tha wur, and cigarelts smokng,
‘pshestos pmply adds o the rigk of

riuBg capcer.
. 3 o salety programs look great on paper
3 Caution is urged but they're not preventing asbeslox
‘} 'Like oxher authorsties on chest dis-  workers {rom being struck down by
es, Dr. Juseph Cowle, of the On.  lung diseases,
oro department of health, cau-  The assumption that sir conlain
oBs  ¥gamit presmng the panic ing five asbestos fibres per cuble
butin on msbestos in the general centimeter can be inhaled with jm-
reunity is questioned.
“That standard wmay ulumately

i&3 3
130 The vesearchers,” he said, “have

and abdomen lining~is found in one
of every 3,000 people in the genera
population. In asbestos workers, the
voeurrence is ane of every 10.

in one group of 400 asbestss work.
ers who had been o the jodfor 2

years oc more, Selikoff reporied that |

ound tibres in the tungs of non-as-
beates workers. coated by irom and
protain But 1t's nol clearly estade
lshed in what propertion of them

Wil all of us'* said Stewart of the
International Chemical Workers Un-
tan "It means that the aversge guy
15 nbiabng 15 million fibres every
the tore is asbestos ot some other e1ghl-hour ahift. According b3 D
acticle inhaled from the air Setkoff, this means that aler 0

0!1_’_:3\1? hwo;e_r. the E;:i&:a‘:& L Yoy of exposure, the majority of

Acgording to union officials, thess

1 the future, ke predicted.

The ai monlloring program has
also been smgled out for attack by
union officiaks and members,

Rou Proudfoot, 42 who has in-
stalied insulation in dozens ol mew
buildings m the Metro area, says,
“Often, M you look up towards the
sunlight when you're working, you
can see mitlions of asbestos patti-
¢les floating la the . You seldom
see an inspeclor and air samples are
rarely taken”

Jumes Irwin, of the Toronto d& e
partment of buidings, explained

thal his safety conmstruction branch
tries to havé &n inspector visit each
building site at Jeast once 3 week.

Can't be cvervwhere

“We unly have might intpectors
and they calt't be everywhere at
once, standing behind each worker
al the time " he said I there's a

Jot of pellutiof in the air, the worker

should be wearing a mask. That'e a
regudation. But ¥ lot of them won't
do 3t IU's a hard regulavon to en-
icrfe. especially in the warm weath.
o

The retusal af govermnent health ©

Jdewlmenu and wmanagement to

disciose the yuunlity of ssbestos
found tn the mr samples is anothor
source of unjon apprehension.

. cauze po istheenlywayts -
stop fatalitios among-the usbewtos
workers, [T P L

"Sure,” ha sid, “svery yeat they .

. ke g x-ray of oar lungs. But how:

;
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linked health cagualties be reduced?.
* Following sre soms of xbcwnrqt-;'?
- ¥ions made s The Stars 4 - Dt
At} A program of resaarch to pro- ™
| duce impeoved vemtbatian asd es-

ust systems, ks |
}ﬂ& enclosed nwhichis -,
. mix powdered agbestos. -, ', i
t Q) A raors .

qites in manufackrisg

\and installation of axbertog products”;

hat decreasening \gmt of poiigh -

. Kon. R TH S LA

Lo () Grealer “bo-operatice

\'government h 4 a 1L} departiments, -

-managements and umlons, 5y -

(463 The tmtrpdaction of 8 povin-

; ¢tal Asbestosis Act, containing com. -

prehensive  guidelines for e safe -
handling of asbestos. Hopefully, €
would accomplich for ssdestos work-
ers what the SDicosis Act schieved
_by enforcing stringent safety reguls-
tions far miners. . :

* U we adopt such measures,” and
| Dr. Irving Selikotf during his recest
! trip to Toronty, “then wo can lenys

| to live and work safely with ssbas

e gy
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