February 28, 1935

Doctor ¥arl H. Bowman,

Iuston Psvchopathic Hospl tal,
7& I’enwood Road,

oston, Fasg.

Dear Doctor liowman: =

I appreclate your courtesy in sending -
me the material which you are to publish, I have made a few
unimportant changes in what I wrote you, either for the sgke
of brevity or Iincreased accuracy, and I return ths manuscript
herewlth. I have taken the liberty of making & slight correce
- tion of Doctor Aub's discussion, in that, having quoted me,
he has produced not quite the impression that my article on
the sut ject justifies, quite without any misapprehension of
the facts on his part, I dsre say. The somewhat gresgter
l*berty I heve taken in making some suggestions with r egard
to Doctor Harmllton's discussion can hardly be expected to go
without corment and without discussion with her. I amwriting
to her; therefore, in order to more fittingly mske t he sugges=
tions for the changes which I have-indicgted. Her facts are
a little wronp in afew *nstances and her interpretation of
uhez?elationship of this cage to the public health prohlem of
leaded ggsoline 1s in error, and perhaps ry detalled knowledge
of the history and the development of this whole matter entitle
me to make suggesfiions, which in relabtion to most subjects
would Te presumptious.

It seems only proper that I should peint
out to you the nature and the regsons for my criticisms of her
discusston. I shall take them in the order of their appesrance
in the article. (1) The peoisonings referred to in the "Standard
011 Viorks" were not concernsd with the blending of lead with _
yasoline, and 1t 13 not proper to enter into this srror for the
reason that there has never heen a cpse of poisoning in connection
with these mixing operatlions. I know this is true for I have
the records (end also the clinical responsibility) for all the
persons who have ever carried out this work. The cagses in question
originated in an experimental manufacturing plant for tetraethyl
lead, in which s new process was belng developed. (Perhaps it is
vanity on my part, tut I wish to gay that neither I nor my asso-
ciates had any part in the hyglenic problem at this plant.)
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(2) The "evidence of lead gbsorption” ---
consiasted of a difference in the feecal lead excretion of a
test group of garage mechanics -~ a difference so slight ag to .
have a donbtfal sign*ftcnnce at fhab tine (1925) and“‘*“wh?ch,‘
at prespnt, Ah vi , oW 1t le i

foud, and its var
subgequent inves ; m 1
sroups of uorkman‘w'th respﬂct ta fecal lead sxcretion, must be
fnterpreted as chance varigtion,

(5) ‘Phe british Commission did not - accept
the f*ndings of the: American Putlic Health ervice, nor did
they accept our monre! 'recent and more detailed studies, but they
Lrib*caily examined them and cheeked the . f%nd*ng@ at s everal
crucial points, arriw*ng at thair own conclusfons after satis-
fying tbewselves that the fackts were correct.

(i} The. further investigation of this
problem has not been confined to the exsmination of cases of
reported Injury, but 1t has gone on:with an increasingly
elaborate scale, and by means of continuously improving methods.
Tvery phase of the industry has been under searching investie
oat’* Olle

(5) This sentence glves the misleading
impression in print, - not intended by Dogtor Hamilton I
believe, - that the case of Mr, Whitimg is definitely and
immediately related to the hdzards assoclated with the general
problem of leaded gasoline, and that the whole question is
reopened by it, whereas the problems of the filling station
attendant, and the garage nechanic, and t he pul:lic in genseral,
have littlerelation to 1t. No one can disagree with Doctor
liamilton that there is need for vigilance, tut it would be
unfortunate 1f the impression were produced bty a "therefore"
that the careful work which has been dons on this question has
been all for nau;ht.

‘Perhaps you -will think I am s omewhat academic
" in my poink of view on this discussion, and perhaps I am. ©On
the other hand, 1t may be a virtue - though like many others,
somewhat unpleapsant at bimes - to feel a curiously personal
reaction against thé introduction of inaccuracies into the

written record of a fleld or an issue with which one 1is intimataly

acquainted. AL any rate; ny one apblogy is for the volume of
this letter. g '

| ;
Cordlally. yours,

Tobert A. Kehoe'.
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