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I am sure the attached article in the Wall Street Journal 
of March 4 on the DDT "trial" in Wisconsin has not escaped 
your notice. It emphasizes several things.

1. Dr. Risebrough seems to figure prominently in the 
proceedings. It could bode ill for Aroclors If 
the quotation attributed to him is true. "No 
responsible person could now get up here and say 
that this constant nibbling away at our steroids 
is without any physiological effect. It would be 
irresponsible." Not only does he appear to be 
setting the stage that anyone disagreeing with 
him is irresponsible, he Beems to be equating any 
effect with a bad effect. ThiB attitude has un­
pleasant implications.

2. The fact that the DDT "task force" (Diamond/Allied/ 
Olin/Lebanon/Montrose/Geigy)"did not retain an 
attorney to represent it at the hearings until 
less than a week before they opened, and apparent­
ly had almost no idea of what it would face ' is a 
sobering thought. Have we:taken steps to obtain 
the transcript of the proceedings as discussed at 
our meeting in January. Should we alert our legal 
people to the possibility of Aroclor "hearings" in 
the future so that we are fully prepared.

3. I note that several of the witnesses for the pro­
secution have also been asking for Aroclor samples.
In the worst light, this could mean future trouble 
for us.
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Periled Pesticide .
Wisconsin Hearing on Bid to Ban DDT 
Could Affect Future of All Such Products

Py tUttMinf). jMttf 
ginff Ktp+eit* ♦/Tae ft all Preset twmm,

MAUliON. Wk,-Th« agricultural cNrnkal 
Indurtry U uwdvr attacfe-afata.

Evtr itrw* INt it has left a MintvMI har­
ried exlaWNt. That wu IN year IN U« 
Rachel Carson's best scltcr. '*ltknl ftpvlnf," 
appeared, allrgi"f widespread, indiscriminate 
w« of peotkWcs produced by IN Industry, 
Kow, as befott, «N Itmv Is postkldos, IMi 
tlmt spoHflcaHy l.t.l-trfcblors f,* bte »p obto- 
rwpNnyti sthano-better kiwwn at DDT. ,

TN battle to being waged mi Kvtnl frool*. 
L**( tvnmir, flMnoto, Wiocoewto. MleMgaa 
•Ml Indiana signed an agreement calling for 
stricter control* Mi all pesticide*. DOT In­
cluded, INI »« polluting L*N MkWfiR. TN 
lfflnoto legislature to eunaidcrlnf a bHI banning 
IN m* af DDT. In P#nnnyivnn4a, a Halt »«► 
atr eammHies rrcnmenonded a km aw Ha use 
In fie I as and forcsia. AN den. Nelson tl> . 
Wto.l says N plana again la oeck kgtolafloa 
Outlawing the iHarcik-ldr nationally. “) think 
H'a beta fksr hr a tony llmr ta (Nat aeiea- 
UaU yh* arc knowledgeable that DDT la hav­
ing I- devastating onvtrwnmmlai allect," N 
•a ya.
A Hearing ta \Viwto*»l«

IN sharpest fight a/ IN campaign, haw* 
•rrr, la shaping up Nra, and I la outcenw could
have Important bearing on IN fwhirf of
OUT pesticide* generally. Focal point a( 
tN eonfrunlalion la a heating bring conducted 
by tN Wisconsin Department of Natural R*- 
H>ur?M *• a petition t* baa IN one a/ IN 
eNmteal bi IN Kale. TN agenr) ha* jurisdic­
tion arrr keeping IN stale's ft'dier resource* 
free of pollution. anil under stair )•«- II can. 
upon petition by Interested purlieu, restrict nr 
ban IN at* of any substance II find* ta N foul­
ing IN water.

In Nave** Nr IN department wmt pelllkuted 
hy a group of Wisconsin etmaervallonlsU called 
IN Clllien* Natural Resource* Association. 
They urrt Joined by IN Wisconsin dirlston of 
IN Juak Walton League. The la# rruupa M* 
lege DDT to getting IMa the water from a carl* 
tty p< anurec* and to harming wildlife.

Hearings Nt*a la tkeemNr and eonlinued 
far U days, with about a deten acknllau ap- 
pearlni In aupywrl af a ton. Thea IN proceed- 
to»t« were reeciaed la allow IN eNmkat com- 
P«nk« time la prepare a drfenac. They are ex­
pected la Nfhi prtaeaUnf INir caae in a few 
week*.

TN eaaa to af more than paaalni Inlereat. 
ftNor MIUent kprtnf’' appeared, reaeareh baa 
lamed up new evldenea auffwrtlnf DDT may 
torn wildlife, and poaafbty humane laa. la pre> 
vlaualy umiuapeeled war*. TN Narlnf* mark 
the fhrat Km many afnN findlnf* have been 
Mfd M ammuNtlen egaiasl peatlclde makera. 
If Wtowewala ftoto IN eetdaaee aaff>eknlly per- 
mmN la b*a ar aeetrtfy Mmll IN use af 
DOT, cewaarwiUsntrta and fttor DDT appw* 
bewts art estpaeled la carry INk fight agimtl 
IN Mnalry Into *4Nr vials*.

Mareavee, If IN campaign against DOT 
ywaeea awccvNfri. IN Industry taped* adaeks 
aiafnai almttar tueetleMaa rtnalty. the toner 
Nit aeema vervain la appeal ta tN eaada. 
ratoNg tN peaapaal af a preceded-*etUng 
kr«l dtvkfam
Could Ailed Lirftr Market

TN Industry allempta la play down fta ft- 
nanofal Niereet la In caae. II say* IN DDT 
ward In W«*on»t* k |H7 amawlcd ta *«)•* af 
anly IIT.aoa.. Keen nationally, DDT volume 
ton'l huge. In 1M1, tN larfesl period far whkb 
flgort* are aeallabk. *aka totaled Ill.T mil* 
Han. Ilawvvvr, (be larm market (hat IN In­
dustry Nlkrc* would N (hreateaad If Ihe DDT 
faaue gaea agalnif H laiato a boot tfOt mlilleo 
annoaHy-mort tban HO af manulaeiurer*' 
Wtat prellekie aales.

Ta bototer their atlaek. IN Wfecanstn son. 
•emHoaUU eniUted IN kflp N IN Knetran- 
meatal Defense fand, a imall Lang Island. 
H.Y..-baaed grmip eatnprtoed matnly af aekn-

tkls IhtH In waged • Heady batik aratavt 
DOT and vimilar InaeeUelde*, ekkfly In IN 
eaurta, veer sine* M a aa farmed In Oclabor INI.

Il has met anly limited *ureeai In IN 
courts, bwl It* lawsuit* against Hate and laeal 
agtneka baeen't ton totally Ineffectual. 
Among other thing*, the presawrs IN auH* 
have generated to credited with prompting 
mare than M ellle* In Michigan ta flap aalng 
DDT agalnto IN Dutch elm dieeaae.

TN mduetry to fighting back through a 
, DDT task farce, organised several year* age 

under tN aegis af IN Nattanal Agrleuiiarai 
ChtmkAto Assaelatlan la eantatn in bruah 
fire* Ignited by DDT* opponent*. Meat of lu 
member* arc IN companies that make DDT: 
Diamond Shamrock Carp., AtMed Chemical 
Carp., Oil* Ms (Meson Ommkal Corp.. LeN- ' 
nan CNmkal Carp., a privately Ntd company; ! 
and Montrose CNmlral Carp af Calllomta. IN 
largest maker. Montrose to owned pH”1*? by 
Chrls-Crafl Imlualrtea Ine. and iuuffer Chemi­
cal Co. A alatk member, Oeigy Chemical 
Corp., Ardaley, N.T., dacenl make DDT.
CnugKi Off Dslsace

TVm. IN Industry la well organised la de­
fend lleelf. but (he Wisconsin sttsck seemingly 
caught H off balance. TN task farce dido ( re­
tain an attorney ta represent N at IN bearing* 
until lest than a week before tNy opened, and 
It apparently had alms** n Wes *f what II 
nould ftee In btsdlsan. "Frankly, nobody knew 
whsl kind o4 Msrtng this was,*' says Look A. 
McLean, IN attorney finally picked ky IN task 
force. *‘Wr though It would be something like a 
Irglslslive hearing, where people grt up sad 
make statement* sf ponHlMt/' Mr. Mcl^esn to a 
kmg-lfme Induslry spokesman, rto until N re­
tired In July 1M1 was orrretary and grnrral 
eounsel for Vetotcnl CNnUeal O.. pesticide 
maker and Northwest Industrie* Ine- aubofdt- 
ary. •

In tN past, peattclde mioufsetorers aame- 
time* have tried ta dismiss INir eritlci ai food 
Udd+tts and neurotics- For example, ht IM7 
Mr. McLoan wrote: **. . . IN aatlpeatktde peo­
ple In •(■>«•( every Instance hold numerous be­
lief* In nutritional gusekery and medlcst 
quackery, ant tNy oppose pubik health pro­
grams,** • -

TN cheraeteHxstioa rankly many of IN 
scknilat* lavoh-ed hen, leading oome la sug­
gest that the industry thh time has underesti­
mated Its opposition. Indeed. tN tnvironnieo- 
taj Defense k'und ito its atlomey, Victor J 
FaxnaeoN Jr., Nee spearNsdod the ease 
against DOT with expert testimony from re pu­
la bis acienttat* brought ta from aM over tN 
COanlry.
• Included are flsNry and wMdNft bfolagisto, 
botanists, aa organic chemist, • pharmacolo­
gist and aa eatomofoglsl. Through It* scientists 
advisory eommlttee, Nsded ky Charles F, 
Wurster Jr^ a kwhsgy prsfsaeor at IN itate 
UMverstty of New York at fttowy Prsok, IN 
RDF ha* bulH op lined R* Istceptiow a pool of
• bowl too aelentl*l* W foentoh opinion* or tesU- 
mnny. Not all FDF srMwesses art member*.

TN EOT contends a comptctf ban on DDT 
I* wenH-d because ev-en small amount* of IN 

I peoiktde applied in tN moot rigidly controlled 
| manatee wiH wtfM polhne tN water and atmea- 
pNro, Mr. Wurster testified DDT to easily 

j picked up from the *oil and carried throughout 
tN world an wfnd-bom dual and water parti­
cles. Other witnesses testified DUT hs* been 
found la nearly every pun af IN world. We had­
ing dust collected over the Indtsa and Atlantic 
oceans. It cron has been detected la IN pen­
guin* of Antarelka, they assert.

Tto vtde«fw**4 eretlamtoalion to Nrmfog 
wildlife, not necessarily by kilting il ouirtgbt, 
but by producing subtle meubelk eNngea, uon 
suspected until reecnity, lhai ar« graduntly 
eliminating various species, the seiettltols say. 
Kenneth Macek, a biologist for Ihe D >. De­
partment of Interior's fish pesOeldr Ukuratvrj 
*1 CohimbU, Mo„ reported Ms rrsesrrk itoci 
(hal fcedtng low, ouUetNI duaes of DDT to 
brook trout causes • higher mnetartty smong 
INir offfprlng and tN Jruut more *«*•
eepllble to cavlrvnmrmat st/essea.

|harmful me. Beside*, ladusirv spokesmen •*>'. 
DDT to sale It must be approved b) the Fed. 

jerai Government. tNy auert, and tN Govc.n- 
mental ageneics involved-the d#p«M»ieM« ai 
Agriculture and Jnterioe and tN Food tr.|

I Drug Administration-wouldn't approve an; | 
'agent harmful lo humane or witdMle ‘ I

TN Industry bache up its contrntlona on j 
safety by elttng a study of Mnntrcxf Chrmlrel ’ 
employes al a DDT pi**!. TN aluUy reports 
tN empisyes are esposed l# miu-h high., i 
levels of DDT the a !• th\- general penile, yrtj 
tNy don't show any sign# «f harmful cffrelt. • 
Posilblo Bffccl an Humana

fte tar, IN issue of DDT e effects on hu 
mans Nsn’t been retard directly In the h>-^i 
Ings It was touched sn briefly. tN-ugh. by 
witnesses. Richard H'ekh. * phnrm n-nW»fi»i 
with Dwrvufhi WrllcvMir A Cw , ■ Uri:( manu 
facturrr, said the sea hormone* affected i*- 
rat* by IN |l(lT-s«»ivslert enrymes are tN 
aame snea found In man Mr also tapiAimd 
INI IN amount of OUT needed In priWner th.- 

jeffect "Is within • rangr of DMT found in 
'human lal. ... thus, if ene can exit o,- * 
jdatt from animals to maa. then one nvukl 1 
|INt IN change In these ena>mcs prnh.ihty o->(
! occur in msa.'* j
1 And Robert Htsebruugh, « bir>l«>glal with 
IN University of California i Marine It- 1 
oowreet Institute, loucNd on the eohjrrt bri«-f:< ' 
iIn his testimony. "Dor general |**nl It ih.tt 
'(IN Food end (hug Admlnlatr-Htoni tumi 
taken any covuldrraiton af tin.- rnrym* Ind-o , 
ing caparlty af these subsl.tnr** tl)Dr and 
similar peslkldesr. This Is a derision wI.m h th- 1 
FDA will h«%c tu mnhr toni limr in (hr m-^r 
future. Will H permit an Increase In IN activ­
ity of these enyuoes In t*ur h\er* Nu rr^p*'*i!i 
bto prnwm ronto new yet up hire ami ili.i* 
thto corniest nlbbiing sn.i) at our s(ri04j« Mh- 
oes hormone** ti trithu-H an» p»?> -a! cl
feet. It would be Irrcvpvnatbtf ••

Mnafly, tN Industry can be cvj--rtpd ie lot 
hard on UUT'a public health u»<*a and Ni rf,u 
•’Two many people forget we nerd Mi>T 
Control of mosquitoes thM carry rrv-|'hflln.s 
and IN world needs ll to control m.il.irt.i •• 
says Mr McLean.

Adds ftamuel Rstrosen, chairman of the
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Drop tn Bird Population
University of Wisconsin wildlife ecologist 

Joseph Hickey testified lhat »lhce IIW there 
has been a plunge In population* of bird* of 
prey auch a* the eagle, otprey and peregrine 
falcon. At drat, sciential* didn't know whv. he 
explained. Then In 1W7 research showed the 
bird* were laying thlnner-ahclted egga that 
were breaking and (ailing lo hatch. Beeauie 
the change In eggihcll thlckncaa occurred after 
1*47, the start of widespread DDT use, the sci­
entist* theorized that DDT somehow was up­
setting the birds' calcium metabolism, which Is 
Involved In eggshell formation.

Messrs. Hickey, Wursler and others believe 
the theory now le well documented. During the 
hearings they explained how researcher* quite 
by accident found Ihnt DDT, even In small 
amounts, activates certain liver enryme* In 
raU, rabbit* and some birds. Enzyme* gener­
ally control the body's chemical functions; 
those Involved In this Instanee affect estrogen, 
a female sex hormone Ihnt play* * role In cal­
cium metabolism, tn thi* subtle way. they 
argue, DDT exacts Its toll.

Additional support came from Lucille Site- 
hel al the' Interior Department's Psluxent wild­
life research center In Maryland. She told how

DDT task force and general manager ©f Mon­
trose Chemical, /‘I don't say thaao people. 
jEDJT witneaaea I "aren't trud aelrntlsu, but 
ghatr Interest appear* to be 'let’s worry about 
birds more than people.' 1 think we'll have 
uu«*in<-i1 scientist* who will put the picture th 
forapecUva.'' , . '

There'* no way, of course. to tell y«l how 
the Wisconsin Natural Resources Board will 
rule. But II may have given some Indication of 
III attitude on the DDT question last year In 
one of Its technical bulletins. ‘The use o( any 
persistent pesticide (which includes DDT) re­
mains a calculated risk. Science has already 
shown chlorinatod hydrocarbon pesticides (th* 
fsmllytowhlch DDT belongs) to Interfere with, 
lish reproduction, behavior, and hereditary 
faclnrs. Further, these residue* may be harm­
ing a variety of animal life In many subtle' 
ways, whleh wilt only become apparent 
through Intensive research. To continue to use 
DDT ... In the (ace of the present level of 
contamination would seem to be an Invitation 
to disaster." '

y

!/.
/

she fed small amounts of DDT and DDE, a
breakdown product of DDT, to mallard ducks. 
The result* were thinner eggshells and In­
creased breakage, ahe said.

Although the Industry hasn’t yel presented 
It* side uf Ihe slory, talks with Mr. McLean 
and other* give some Indication as to what 
lines It will follow. Mr. McLean questions the 
accuracy of the research studies and the quali­
fications of the sclenllsl* who conducted Ihent.

He contends, for Instanee, that Mr. Wurster 
Is an orgnnic chemist, "but he was talking 
about things entirely unrelated to the field of 
chrmlstry. If a man wants his opinions re­
spected, he should be qualified In (he specialty 
tn which he's speaking, and a scientist who's 
speaking outside hi* area of expertise Is really 
no better qualified to foist an opinion than any 
person on the street."

Mr. McLean Indicates the Industry will call 
toxicologists and medical experts in it* de­
fense. "I think It'* particularly Interesting that 
although the EDK is basically talking about 
matter* of her.llh, It dMn'l bring one medical 
witness to the stand. And frankly I didn't ex­
pect them to. beeauie I don't know of any med­
ical toxicologist who's Informed about pesti­
cides who shares their fears."

The KDK argues that there are substitutes 
for DDT that are a* effective but much safer 
because they are ihorter-Jlved and therefore 
their harmful effect* don't persist in the atnios- 
phert.

The Industry-disagrees. It contend* other 
pesticide* aren't *■ effective and because thsy 
are shorter-lived they mutt be applied mors 
often, Increasing the ehancea for Improper and
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