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I am sure the attached article in the Wall Street Journal
of March 4 on the DDT "trial" in Wisconsin has not escaped
your notice. It emphasizes several things.

l. Dr. Risebrough seems to figure prominently in the
proceedings. It could bode 11l for Aroclors il
the quotation attributed to him 1s true. "No
responsible person could now get up here and say
that this constant nibbling away at our steroids
18 without any physlological effect. It would be
irresponsible.”" Not only does he appear to be
setting the stage that anyone disagreeing with
him is irresponsible, he seems to be equating any
effect with a bad effect. This attitude has un-
pleasant implications.

' 2. The fact that the DDT "task force" (Diamond/Allied/
01in/Lebanon/Montrose/Geigy)"did not retain an
attorney to represent it at the hearings until

" less than a week before they opened, and apparent~
ly had almost no idea of what it would face” is a
pobering thought. Have we’ 'taken steps to obtailn
the transcript of the proceedings as discussed at
our meeting in January. Should we alert our legal
people to the possibility of Aroclor "hearings" in
the future so that we are fully prepared.

3. I note that several of the witnesses for the pro-
secution have also been asking for Aroclor samples.
In the worst light, this could mean future trouble
for us.

Cumming Paton
CP:dbw
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THE WALL STREETJOURNAL, Tussday, Mu&,n

-I;erilég Pesticide

-

‘Wisconsin Hearing on Bid to Ban DDT

Could Affect Future of All Such Products

By Recmann N Sanen
1n Ter of Tun Rart Braasy Jeonwat

M.ALr)’l:(')T Wi, -~ The agriculivral chemits!
indusiry la wader atiack-agatn,

Ever since 1632 1 RhAs ird & somewhal bar
ried existemer. That was the year the late
Rachel Carson’s best scier, ““Bilent Bpring.”
appeared, slieging wivespread, indiscriminale
woe of perticides produced by the indusiry.
New, an belore, the lasue in pesticides, (Al
time spreifieally 1,10 trichiore 1,9V tp-chio
rephenyl) ethane - belier known as DDT, ,

The baltic i bting waged on severs! (reals,
Last + Dhnete, W W, Miehigan
and Indtana signrd an agreement ealting for
stricler conirels on all peslicides, DOT i
sluéed, 1hat are peitwting Lake Michigen, The
Uiineta legisiatwrc la considering a bl banning
the wae of DDT. In Pennaylvaria, a sfaie sen-
ate commitiee recoemmendcrd a ban o s woe
ta fieias and (eresis. And Bem. Nehvon (1),
Wia.) says M piane again to deek jegistation
svilawing the Inacciivide nallonsiy, '} think
H's been clesr for o lang time to those sclen-
Usta “sbe are knowiedgeable that DT s hay:
ing 1 drvasiaiing smvireamenia) eifecl,” e

says,
A lenring In Winconnin

The sharpest Hgh of the campaign, hew.
ever, (e shaping up here, and (s sulconse could
bave an important bearing oa the future of
DUT and pesticides generally, Focal poimt of
the confruntution is & hesiing bdeing conductind
by the Wisrensin Departmemt of Natwral Rr
sources ow & petition te ban the wae of the
ehemical b the stale. The agene) has jurisdic.
tion over keeping the staie's waler resourcey
{ree of poliution, andt under siate law I can,
upont petition by Intercyied pariiey, reatrict or
ban the me of any subsiance It finds te be lenk
lng ihe water.

In Novem wer the department was petitioacad
hy 8 growp of \Yncemin eonservationista calitd
the Cillzens Nalural Ressurces Associalien,
They were joined by the Wisconaln dirision of
the loask Walten Leagwe. The twe froups al
lege DUT s getting Inte the water {rom a vari:
ety of srorces and is harming wildlife.

Hearings began in December and continued
for 13 days, with aboui a doren sclentisty ap-
pearing in suppert of & ban, Thew the procecd.
ings were recesacd o allow the ehemical com.
panice time (s prepare a driense, They are ex-
pecicd 1o begin presenting Wheir case in a few
werhs,

The case ko of meve than passing interest.
Since “Blient Bpring” appesred, rescarch has
terned wp new evidence suggooting DDT may
harm wlidiie, spd poasidly humang (oo, in pre.
viewaly umsuspectied ways. The hearings mark
the flrst dme many of
wsed a3 ammunition againsl pesticide makers.
It Winconain Nuda the evidence snfficientiy per.
swasive 19 ban or severcly Hmall the uae of
DT, conperveliontzts and siker DDT wppo-
wanis sre expecicd bo carry their fight egaimst
the indusiry inie siher staies.

Mereover, U the eampeigr agaimat DOT
po wres succesaiud, the Indwuatry expecis sitachs
ognived simlior lastcticides. Finally, the laser
bore acema ceriam o sppea! Lo the eowrts,
releimg the prespent of 2 precedesisetling
legnl derinion.

Could Alfect Lorger Merket

The Waduatry sttempls to play down Hu 0.
rancial ntereet 1 ine case. ) says the DUT
vaed W Watensin ja 1M7 amoanied to soles of
only $11,600. . Even natlonsty, DDT weiume
B1't huge, In 197, the largesi period for which
figwrer are avallable, sakes totoled $10.7 mil.
Hon. However, the Inrger morkel hat the In-
dusiry believes would the threatened I Ihe DDT
toeue geex againii H tetals abowt $20§ miilion
anrushy - hore than 390 ol manulacturers’
Setal pestickds sales,

Te bolater thelr attaeh, the Wisconsin eon
servationista enilated the help of the Fneiren.
mentsl Delense Fund, o small Leng laland,

findings Rave been |,

tiola that has waged o steady baitle speiast
DT and similar insecticldes, chiefly i the
courts, ever since it was (brmed in October 1981,

It has mel oaly limHed success i the
courts, bat its lawsulte sgainst state and lacet
sgencies haven't been istally Inefirctual,
Ameng eiher (hings, the prossare the suits
have generated b credited with prompling
mere thau 30 cities in Michigan to siop maing
DDT againat the Dutch eim disease.

The vdustry b fighting bock threwgh a
DOT task ferce. organized several years age
unoer (he aegis of e Nationsl Agricultoral
Chemicate Asssciation (o contain Ihe Bruah
fires ignited by DNT's opponents, Mest of J4
members are ths companies thet make DDT:
Dlamend BEhamrech Corp.,, Alled Chemlcal
Corp., Olln Mathicssn Chemical Corp., Leba.
noa Chemical Carp., a privatety held coampany;
and Montresc Chemirn) Corp of Californin, the
largest maker. Monirese s swned jointly by
Chris Cralt Industries e, and Biaufier Chemi.
el Co. A sixth membper, Ocigy Chemical
Corp., Arduley, N.Y., dotsn't mehe DUT.

Caught Of Balance

Thue, the indusiry 1s well srgunised ls de.
fend Hoell, but (he Wiscwnsin stisck permingiy
caught K off balance, THe Lank ferce dida'l re.
1ain an sttorney 1o represent R at the hearings
until less thar & week before they opened, and
it apparently had simeal ne sten of whai il
would feee in Madison. “Frankly, nebody knew
whal kind of heoring this was,” says Louke A.
McLean, the attorney finally pleked ky the task
force. **We though il wauld be semething like a
lrgisiative hearing, where people gel up and
mahe statements of poniting.” Mr. Mclesn o a
long lime indusiry spokesman, wha until be re.
tired dn July 1982 was scvreiary and general
vounsel lor Velslcol Chemical On,, pesticikic
niaher and Northwest Indusiries Inc. subsici.
ary. .

In the pust, peaticide masufaciurers poame.
times have iried to diamiss their eritics an {oed
taddhrts and meurciies. Por examplk, In ive7
Mr. Mcleen wrote: =, . .t antipesticide peo-
pic In aimaat every natance Rold Aumerous be.
fiels in muiritienal gqusckery and medical
quathery, snt they sppose public healith pro-
grams,” ‘

The cherscterizstion rankldh ‘many of tx

scientists Invohed here, keading some 1o sug-
gesi that the induatry thin tUime has undrresti.
mated ita opposliion. indeed, the Envirenmen.
tal Defemse Fund and e atiormey, Vieter J,
Yarnacone Jr,, have spearhesded the cuse
sgainet DOT with expert testimesry from repu.
Labia acirntiota broughl 1B from al ever tse
counmiry,
Incivied are flehery amd wildHie blolegisa,
botenista, an sTganic chemist, & pharmecoio-
gist and an enlomeiopisl. Through Its scientists
sdvicory cemmities, htaded by Charies F,
Wursier Jr, 8 proiessor st (he Binte
Untversity of New York ol Bleny Bresk. the
ROF has duid wp dsince Hs Inception 8 poed of
about 180 pcientisis to lwrnish spinions o teall.
meny. Mot sll EDP wiiresses Rre members,

The EDF contends o compleie ban oa DOT
18 pectid Becaune ever small ameunis of the
pavileive appited I Ihe Mo rigidly contrelted
mancer will stif polltete the water and atmas.
phars, Mr. Wursier testified DUT 15 eadily
picked up from the s0il and carried throughowt
the world o0 wind borm dusl{ and water parih
tles. Othar witnesses testitied DUT has boen
{ewnd {n Renrly every pan o the worl, inched.
Ing dunt eollected over the Indan and Atlantic
wcenna, 18 even has becn dricried (n the pen-
guing ol Ariarctica, they assert,

The widesrread contamination kb harming
wildlife, not nccessarily by killing it cuiright,
Bl by producing subtic meladelic changes, v
suapecied unill recenmtly, Vhat are gradushy
eliminating varfous species, the scienlisla say,
Kenneith Macek, 8 biolegist for the U.S. De.
partment ot Interior's finh peaticldr laburatory
sl Columbia, Me,, reporied Ms research showrs

that feeching low, publethal dunes of DUT to

N.Y.-bascd greup campriscd mainly af selen:

broak treut causes 8 Mphtr meortaliy smong

their ofirpring and makes the frout more aus.

barmfwi use. Besldes, Industry spokesmen ary,

DUT lo sale It must ve approved by the prd.

eral Coverament, ihey avsert, and the Gove.n.

mental agencles Involved - the depariments of

Agriculture ond Intertor and the Food ard

Treg Admininiralion - wouldn't AprTOVe ap;

agent harmivi 1o Mimany or wiidiile

The Industry Wacks up s contrations on

safety by citing & study of Mnntrose Chemirai !
employes al & DDT plunt. The sludy reporty |
the employes are euposed lo much Nighn

tevels of DOT thee ir th general puniie, yyi )
they doa't Ihow any aigne of Aarmitul eflects, {
Pessible Ellect an Humans

8o far, v fonue of DDTy eticcta on hu
mans hasn't Seen raised direetly tn Ihe hear-
Ings 1t was touched on belefly, heugh, by i‘nl
wiinerses. Richard Wekh, & pharmscaingis

with Durroughs Welicowne & Cu, a drug maruy

taciurer, said the ecx hormmunes alircird e
ral by the DUT.activaled cnrymes are the
same encs found in man. Hc alav uplainia
thal the amount of DUT needed in produce the
efiect “lo within o rangr of DIDT found 14
suman (at, ., , thus, il ene can exttapotie’
data from snimals (o man, them one soukd vy
that (he change in theoe ensymes peabably o
*ecwr I man."

And Nobert Riscbrough, 8 Winkgiat wiih
the University of Celitornia s Marine It~
sourcer Institule, touched sm the eubject beiein
in his testimveny, “'Our general junnl iy that
(the Food and Irug Administrationt Aot
tahen any corulderalion of Lhe ensym~ Indo
ing capacity of fhese aubaiances tHDE aud
similar pesticidens. This I8 a decisiin whah the!
PDA will have W make soni-iinie In the near |
future, WHI R permit an incrrese In Uer acuye
Ity of these enyzimes In our Iuer® No respons

ble persun coulbl mow get up bore At vay that
thia constant nibbling aAnay at ¢ur steroids ithe
sex Rormonest Ja withul any phiy “tabug o al of

fect. )t would be frrcsponstnie

Pinafly, the Industry can be evjweted 1o Lar
hard sn BOT's public health uses and ber efiny

‘Twa many peoplt lorget we necd [HOT o

contrel of mosquitors that carry encephahion,
and the worid needs 1L 1o contrul malaria
says Mr Mclean.

Adds Samucl Rotrosen, chalcinan of the

reptible 10 cavirvnmentatl siresera.
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Drop in Bird Population

University of Wisconsin wildlife ecologist
Joseph Hichey testified that since 3830 there
has been a plunge in populations of birds of
prey such as the eagle, osprey and percgrine
falcon, At tirsi, stlentiats didr't know why, he
explained. Then in 1967 research showed the
birds were laying thinnershelied egga that
were breaking and falling to hatch. Because
the change In eggshell thickness occurred afier
1947, the start of widespread DDT uvee, the sci-
eatlsls theorized that DDT somchow was up:
setting the birde’ calciuim metabolism, which is
involved In eggshelt formation,

Measrs, Hickey, Wurater and others believe
the theory now ls well documented. During (he
hearings they explained how researchers quite
by accident found that DDT, even in amall
amounts, activates certain liver enzymes in
rals, rabbiia and some dbirda. Entymes gener.
ally control the bod)'s chemical funclions;
those involved in this instance affect estrogen,
a female sex hormone that plays & role in eal.
clum metaboliam. In this subtie way, they
argue, DUT exacts its toll.

Additional support came from Lucllle Stie.
kel al the'Interior Department’s Fatuxent wiid.
lite rescarch center In Maryland. She told how
she fed small amounts of DDT and DDE, a
breakdown product of DDT, to mallard ducks.
The reaultn were thinner eggshells and in-
creaned breakage, ahe sald.

Although the fndustry hasn't yet presented
fls side of the siory, talks with Mr, Mclean
and others give some indication as to what

lines 1t will (ollow, Mr, McLecan questions thel,
astcuracy of the rescarch studics and the gaoall-|
fleations of the zcicnilsis who conducted then. |

He coniendls, for instance, that Mr, Wurster
is an orgnnic chemist. “"but he was talking
about things enlirely unrelated to the field of
chemistry, If a man wants his opinions re-
spected, he should be qualified in the speclalty
tn which he's speaking, and a scicntist who's
spenaking outalde his area of expertiac is really
no better qualificd to foist an opinion than any
person on the street.’

Mr. McLean indicates the industry will call
toxicologints and medical experts in its de.
fennc, I think il's particularly interesting that
although the EDF is basically talking about
matters of heelth, 't dlin't bring one medical
witneas to the siand. And frankly I didn't ex.
peetl them to, because I don'd know of any med.
jdcal toxicologlst who's informed about pesti-
cidea who shares thelr (ears.

‘he EUF argues that there are subdstitutes
for DDT that are as effective butl much safler
beeause they are shorterlived and therefore
their harm{ul effects dun't persist in the atmos.
phere.

The Industry -disagrees. It contends other
peaticidea aren't as effective and because they
are shorter-ived they must be applied more
olten, inereasing the chances for improper and

: o A

DUT task force and general manager of Moa.
trose Chemical, ['l don'l say these people
JEDF witnesses) “aren’t trué pclentlsts, but
Jhelr interest appesrs to be ‘let’s worry about
irds wmore than people.’ 1 think we'll have
uniifled scientists whe wili put the picturs th
rapective.” - ' :
There's no way, of course, to tell yel how
the Wisconsin Natural Resourccs Board will
rule. But it may have given some indication of
its attitude on the DUT question last year in
one of its technical bulicting. *“The use of any
persistent pesticide twhich Includes DDT) re.
mains a calculated risk, Bclence has already
shown chicrinsted hydrocarbon pesticides (the
famiiy to-which DDT belongs) Yo Interfere with]
tish reproduction, behavior, and hereditary
faclars. Further, these residucs may be harm-
ing & variety of animal life in many subile
ways, which will only become apparent
through intensive research. To continue to use
DDYT . .. in the {ace of the present level of
conlamination would seem to be an Invitation
to disaster." '
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