Mr. I.. C. Roberts,
Alunminum Ore Compsny,
Xast St. Louls, Illinois.

Dear Mr. Rcuerts:

Your letter of April 18 was recelved af the Laboratory in my
absence and containers for the collectlon of samples of blood

end urine have been forvarded to you together with mimeographed
Instructions feor the collection of samples. It seems probable

that these containers will have been reccived belfore this letter
arrives. However, s an addliionsl precaution I am writing %o
cell your atientlon to the necessity for exercising the utmost care
in the avcidance of the contarmination of the sanmplies with lead com-
pounds . Generally speaking, people do not recognize hovw serious

is the risk of contamination of samples, and therefore I wish to
emphaslize the fact. Tor thls reason I enclose herewlith edditional
coples ¢i the Instruciions, and I ask that you follow them with
extreme care.

The quantities of lead that will be found In the samples will be
very small indeed, and therefore the sllighiest factor of contanine-
tion will increase the resultis many fold. Yhereiore, vou will have
1o take every possible precauticn sgninsi the intreduction of any
dust or loreign material into these samples. In our experience It
is very difficuli to obtain unccataminated samplez within an Indus-
triel plani. Certainly there nmust be facilities for so doing thet

ke

are tar 1in excess oi those generslliy avellsable In Industry {ra:
the point of view of cleanliness and freedom {rom &ll dust. Nore-
ovelr nen who come inlo the medical guerters for the purpese of
having samples itaken must be clean and iree ol &ll dust on thelr
bodies and on thelr clothing. Therefore, in many instances it is
necessary to ask the men to remove thelr clothing, to take a
showey , and then colleci the gamples in some ares that le entirely
free of contamination with plant fume &nd dust. All commonly
deposited dusts, such as scot and fume contains lead, and the
quantities thus availlsble represent a serious source of contamina-
tion.

¥or the purpose of our records and our general Information ve

would very nuch like tc heave as complete Informatlion as possible cn
the nature of the work as well &s the work record of the men on
vhor: samples are taken. It is especially lmportant that we know
the length of time an individual has been employed under conditions
involving potential lead exposure and that we know the date on
vhich the employee worked last in relation to the date of sampling.
Any information concerning the nature and severlty of exposure s0
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far as this 1s availzgvle should be provided. In addition the
clinical observations made on these individuals would be extreme-
1y useful to us. As a matter of foct, we are not interested in
dolng analyses of thls type for fees, and the charge we make ig
based on the actual cogt to us of csrrying out the analyses. Oux
purpose rather is thai of collecting extensive information wiiln
respece 1o industrial lead exposure, and therefore we are not
fulfilling cur purpose unless we cobtain all the correlative inlor-
matlon that i1s possivle. Obvliously such information 1s held con-
fildential from the voini of view of plant information. At lhe
gsame tine ve are very willing and, in fact, enxious to assist our
colleagues in the fleld of industrial hygilene by helping to denion=-
strete harzardous exposure when 1t exisis in order that 1t may be
kept under control.

Very truly vours,
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Alumrinum Ove Gomypritmy

April 18, 1945

Dr. R. A. Kehoe, Director
Kettering Laboratories
Iden Avenue

University of Cincinnati
Cincinnati, Ohio

Dear Dr. Kehoe:

Dr., Dudley A. Irwin, Aluminum Company Medical
Director, has referred us to you in the matter of lead
analyses in blood and urine.

Ve have a certain amount of lead exposure in our
plant and, in the past, have been checking individuals for
this exposure by counts of stippled red cells. Since this
nethod is open to some question and since we are not equip-
ped to run quantitative lead analyses of this type, Dr.lrwin
has passed along to us your kind offer to run a set of blecod
and urine analyses.

It is our understanding that you prefer to supply
the sample bottles and instructions for obtaining the speci-
mens; further that there is a charge of ten dollars ($10.00j
ver man involved. If the above is correct, we would like to
have seven (7) men in our plant checked for lead exposure;
will you therefore kindly send the necessary equipment and
instructions for these eXaminations and we will enter a
purciiase order to cover the cost of same.

Thanking you again for your kind offer, we remsein
Very truly yours,
ALUIE:ND/’I* OR;*; COIPANY
e P
N E A
R. C. Roberts
RCR:4K

cC: Mr. D. H. Tilson - Viorks Manager . .
Dr. D. A. Irwin - Aluminum Company Medical Director
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