
FROM E. E. RUMBERGER TO

PITTSBURGH OFFICE

1982 February 16

RE: ASBESTOS REPLACEMENT

The attached Asbestos Replacement Report is being distributed 
to plant Department Managers and Superintendents for Engineering, 
Procurement, Safety, Environmental Control and Industrial 
Hygiene. It comments on successful and unsuccessful substitutes 
for asbestos.

Considerable progress has been made in the plants over the 
past two years in implementing safer substitute materials.
This report should be helpful to you in knowing the results 
of the experiences at the other plants. It might also serve 
as a useful guide to be used in your next staff meeting to 
explore your success in making your plant as free from 
asbestos-containing materials as possible.

We are asking that plant Engineering and Procurement Managers 
keep us advised of their results in seeking safer substitute 
materials. This will permit us to share the information 
throughout the plants. The very worthwhile efforts being 
made in the plants are much appreciated.

E. E. RUMBERGER 
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A Industrial Hygiene 
Technical Bulletin NO. 82-3

Date: 1982 February 16

RE: ASBESTOS REPLACEMENT

The Asbestos Replacement Program was initiated a number of 
years ago as a result of the health hazards associated with 
handling asbestos and asbestos-containing materials. The 
program is a cooperative effort between Production, Engineering, 
Procurement, Research, Safety and Industrial Hygiene at the 
plant and corporate levels. It continues to be Alcoa's objective 
to replace all asbestos with safer substitutes whenever possible.

The only exception is that we do not encourage the immediate 
removal of affixed asbestos insulation so long as it is in good 
condition. When it does become necessary to replace worn 
asbestos-containing materials, safer substitutes should be used. 
When asbestos is being removed, proper precautions must be taken 
to protect employees from inhaling asbestos fibers.

Considerable progress has been made in the past two years toward 
making Alcoa plants asbestos free. The attached report summarizes 
plant experiences and identifies successful substitutes. It 
also identifies unsuccessful products that have been tested and 
failed. The report contains sections on General Applications, 
Potroom Use, Carbon Bake Use, Wire, Rod and Bar Use, and a List 
of Asbestos Replacement Manufacturers. This report should 
benefit each plant based on the experience in other plants.

To continue to coordinate these efforts, it is important that 
Engineering and Procurement at each plant copy the Corporate 
Industrial Hygiene Division on all efforts made towards 
asbestos replacement . . . whether positive or negative results
occur.

Please review this present status report and advise us of any 
new experiences at your location. If we can be of any further 
assistance, please let us know.

SCOTT M. ANDERSON 

SMA:mlf

Distribution: See Page 2
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ASBESTOS REPLACEMENT PROGRAM
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Product Supplier Telephone No.

Pyrotex Newtex Industries, Inc.
Railroad Avenue
P. 0. Box 25
Victor, New York 14564

716/924-9135

Fiberseal Products Pyrotek, Inc.
East 9601 Montgomery Avenue 
Spokane, WA 99206 

-0R-
Box 77 - R.D. //I
Claremont Road
Carlisle, PA 17013 

-0R-
Santa Fe Springs, CA

509/926-6211

717/249-2075

Refrasil HITCO
Division of Armco Steel 
Middletown, Ohio 45042

Nor-Fab Yarns;
Fabrics

Amatex
1032 Stanbridge Street
Norristown, PA 19404

215/277-6100

Fiberfrax The Carborundum Company
Insulation Division
P. 0. Box 808
Niagara Falls, NY 14302

716/278-6221

Hi-Terap 270 Penn Compression Moulding, Inc. 
Burton Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15218

412/351-4004

Ceramic Fiber
Products

Kaowool
Babcock & Wilcox

Cem-Fil Corporation
Two International Plaza Drive 
Nashville, TN 37217

615/361-4664

Keller Glove Mfg. Co. 
Plumsteadville, PA 18949

215/766-8818

Marinite and
Other Products

Johns-Manville
The Manville Corporation \ ((J
Ken-Caryl Ranch N
Denver, CO 80217

303/978-2000

APC 003893


