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The Vinyl Council of Canada was formally granted special membership in
The Vinyl Institute at the June 29 meeting of the VI Executive Board.
As a special member, the Vinyl Council of Canada is a full regular
member of the Institute's Executive Board, and representatives of its
member companies will be eligible to attend and participate in all
Institute committee activities and meetings. The Vinyl Council of
Canada Executive Director, Hal Andresen, will represent the Council on
the VI Executive Board. Members of the Vinyl Council of Canada include
Dow Canada, BF Goodrich Canada, Exxon Chemicals and Novacor.
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Michael M. 0'Mara, vice president of R&D for BFGoodrich Chemical Group
and VI Technical Committee Chairman, has accepted an invitation to serve
as a member of the Panel for Fire Research, one of the activities of the
Board of Assessment of National Bureau of Stendards Programs. This
prestigious panel evaluates priority of projects, equipment needs, staff
quality, finances and serves as liaison between academic and industrial
communities and Bureau staff. Dr. 0'Mara's appointment is fr m July,
1984 to June, 1987. The Vinyl Institute congratulates Dr. O0'Mara on
this significant appointment.

W.C. Holbrook, Director of Envirommental Affairs/BFGoodrich Chemical and
chairman of the Vinyl Institute Manufacturing Practices Committee,
appeared before the EPA's National Air Pollution Control Techniques
Advisory Committee August 30, to provide The Vinyl Institute's comments
on the EPA's draft proposed samendment to revise the Vinyl Chloride
Emigsion standard. Mr. Holbrook stated, "We strongly believe the
standard needs to be updated to reflect our combined experience and
knowledge gained since its promulgation in 1976. The industry surpassed
the expectation of the original standard...actual emissions were less
than one half of those expected after regulation." Mr, Holbrook com-
municated The Vinyl Institute's appreciation to the EPA for allowing the
industry the opportunity to participate in the rulemaking process.
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A proposed city ordinance, sponsored by Councilman Ben Woods, to ban
plastic pipe in duct work, electrical work and plumbing was unanimously
rejected by the Pittsburgh Board of Code Review following an August 14
hearing. Testimony was coordinated on the behalf of a broad-based
coalition by the Greater Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce. The lead
witness, Robert Ferguson, Vice President of Rockwell Internationmal,
testified for the Government Action Committee of the Chamber.
Mr. Ferguson asked the Board to '"view the proposal as an unwarranted
restriction on technical options open to business, and an interference
in private sector market place decisions."
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Also testifying were Paul Gemeinhardt, Director of Communications and

Advocacy for Chemical Industry Issues, Mobay Chemical Company,
Pittsburgh, and Dr. Steve C. Packham of BETR Sciences, Inc., an inde-
pendent toxicologist. Mr. Gemeinhardt said that all materials, both
patural and manmade, give off toxic combustion products. He stated,
I®The primary cause of fire fatalities are the same as they were before
xthe introduction of plastics into wodern buildings, and that is the
generation of smoke and carbon monoxide - a very lethal gas."

Dr. Packham said, "Data on PVC smcke produces solid evidence substan-
tiating that PVC smoke is no worse than wood smoke in its toxicological
potency, and while some have attempted to imply a greater hazard to PVC
smoke because it contains HCl, I would point out that HC! is not more
lethal than CO."

The VI film, "Vinyl: Trial by Fire," was shown at the hearing, and a
Vi-produced white paper refuting Mr, Woods' anti-PVC allegations was
distributed to members of the Board.

Mr. Woods can appeal the matter before the Pittsburgh City Couneil,
Seven votes of the nine council members are needed to override the
negative finding of the Board of Code Review. A date for the City
Council hearing has not been set,
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Testimony from VI Executive Director Roy T. Gottesman and key New Jersey
business leaders at a recent New Jersey Assembly Law Public Safety and
Defense Committee meeting halted release of Assembly Bill No. 1108,
commonly referred to as the "Fireman's Right-To-Know" bill.

Introduced last February by Assemblyman John Roomey, the proposed bilfg
required all industries in New Jersey that store potentially dangerou

subatances on-site to notify Jlocal fire departments. After hearing
testimony from Dr. Gottesman and representatives from the New Jersey
Business and Industry Association, the New Jersey Chemical Industry
Counci]l and the New Jersey Chamber of Commerce, Assemblyman Rooney asked
the Committee to "hold" the bill. Much of the testimony pointed to the
fact that regulations under the recently enacted New Jersey Worker's and
Community Right-To-Know Act would provide the information which Bill
No. 1108 sought to mandate.

The Vinyl Institute has offered Assemblyman Roomney assistance in deve-
loping altermative legislation to improve fire safety.
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