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Dear Jr. lacnle:

For sour further information in connecticon with the tests
vou havs been conducting on airline hoses, we are guoting the following
letter recelved from ¥r. Baldwint
Mir, Hyers of Atlantic Refining Co,, Philalelphia renorts that several
vears ago they had considerable troub’c with air line hose becoming
soaked with gasoline sn thnt the wearer of the mask got g soline fumes
long before the hose zppeared to be worn ouh. They 4id it a lot of
experimenting bvefore they found the froble.

"Thees hose are &z you probably kow treated with an inpregnatinv na-
terial to make them oil resistent, They found that this meterial is

o N T
nsually 56% denatared alcohol, 39% gum (kind unknown) and 5% lamn black.
“hen thiz hosa is used in a tank whare nephtha and certzin other mater-
ials are treated with caustic soda resulting in what they call 'Rlack
Stran' in the bhottom of the tenk that the caustic soda attacks the de-
retured alcohol snd removes it from the hose, This lsaves the gunm brit-
tle which craclizs znd mermitc gasoline to he absorbed by the hose,
"Tueir method Jdeveloned to overcome this is not use a hos2 any »lace
else thet bas been used in this type of operation. A hose is used here
omly hal? a day when it is renewed znd the old hose cleared and di-med
in a solution of tl» ahove imoregnating material., TFive gallons of this
material it usually enough to treat K0 lengths of hose,
"In wview of this it mizht be desirahle to limit the use of an air line
hose to be used in clsaning leaded gasoline tanks to that one use only.
At lesst this information may give Dr, Machle a lead in attacking the
»nroblen. !

This renort apoears to offer a logical exnlanation as to the
varying 1ife of hoses used under similar conditions in tanks but contain-
ing different products.

Vary truly yours,



