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AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY :
COMMITTEE ON CHEMICAL SAFETY

22 April 1974

MEMORANDUM

To: Dr. V. Brum, Veterans Administration

Mr. Jerem1ah Lynch, N.I1.0.S.H., (A.C.G.I.H.)

Mr. John Mark, National Safety Council

Dr. McNamara, Edgewood Arsenal '

Dr. Nina McClelland, National Sanitation Foundation

Dr. E. Shepard, A.C.S. Committee on Membership Affairs

Dr. Elizabeth Heisberger, National Cancer Institute

Dr. F. A. Van Atta, 0.S.H.A., Department of Labor -

Mr. Jderome T. Siedlecki, President, A.I.H.A. :

Mr. Paul Halley, Chairman, A.S.T.M.

Mr. Ralph Wands, National Research Council Advisory Center
on Toxicology

Mr. George White, National Research Council Committee on
Hazardous Materials |

From: Mr. H. H. Fawcett, Chairman, A.C.S. Committee on Chemical Safety §

Subject: Meeting of 'Ad Hoc. Panel of Experts to evolve and recommend
A.C.S. position on exposures to Vinyl Chloride Monomer

At the American Chemical Society Committee on Chemical Safety meeting
held at Los Angzles, April 1, 1974, a formal request was received from ~
Dr. Quigley of the A.C.S. Executive Office for comments as noted in the f
April 1 letter attached. The Committee on Chemical Safety, while
recognizing both the serious nature and urgency of the request, noted
-_unanimously to assemble a small ad hoc panz] of experts from within the
A.C.S. who had specific knowledge and experience to help formulate the
A.C.S. position requested by Dr. Quigley.

Subsequently, the Federal Register for April 5 lowered the TLV of VCM
to a ceiling of 50 ppm, and noted that a permanent va1ue would be

established shortly.

Under date of April 15, Dr. Quigley wrote further (enclosed) concerning
the task.

Dr. V. C. Brum, who has graciously agreed to chair this ad hoc panel,
has asked me to invite you, or someone from your group who has specific
knowledge of VC (obviously including but not restricted to the angio-
sarcoma problenr), to a one-day meeting which is scheduled for 9:30 a.m.
EDT Tuesday, May 21, at the American Chemical Society Building, 1155
16th St., Washington, D.C. At this meeting, the specific scientific
facts will be reviewed (including the detailed reports which the New
York Academy of Sciences will review at their May 10-11 meeting on VCM,
PVC and related substances), and an attempt will be made to draft a




statement for submission to Dr. Quigley, as he requested.

Unfortunately, no funds have been made available for this meeting,
so we must ask participants to defray their own expenses for travel
and lodging. Lunch will be served as part of the meeting.

ki1l you please let me know by return mail whether or not we can
expect you, or some knowledgeable person whom you designate, to
attend this meeting, or as an alternative, call me at 202-389-6579.

It is our wish to keep attendance as limited and se1ected as poss1b1e,
to achieve a maxiuum input in the very severe restraints of time which
have been imposed. Therefore, we respectfully request you consider
attendance at this meeting by invitation only. No attempt will be
made to restrict scientific objectivity or complete factual data,
however, which, of course, is the prime purpose of the meeting.

Your cooperation in this endeavor will be much appreciated by Dr.
Quigley and Dr. Brum, as well as by me.

Most respectfully,

Howard H. Fawcett
Chajrman, A.C.S. Committee on
Chemical Safety

address for reply:
H.H. Fawcett

- National Academy of Sciences

2101 Constitution Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20418

cc: Dr. S, T. Quigley, A.C.S., 1155 16th St., N.W. Washington, D.C.
Mr. Halley Merrell, A.C.S., 1155 16th St., N.W. Washington, D.C.
Dr. Henry Hill, R1vers1de Research Laboratory, Ward-Hi1l Industrial Center

300 Neck Road Haverhill, Massachusetts 01830




