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~ Can asbestos caunse cancer?

-
Canadisn Press

TORONTO — An arlicle to
‘appear In the Autumn Jssue ot
the Canadian Cancer Socicly’s
national newd letter says that
a cancer which occurs in the
lining of the lung may result
from exposure lo asbestos.

The cancer, called mesothe-
lloma, may cause a re-cxamt.
nation of modernbuilding
techniques which call for the
use of ashestos.

The arlicle says this was
the opinion of Dr. E. Cuyler
Hammond, vice-president of
the Aincrican Cancer Soclely,
who discussed this cancer at

a recent Q..:ne. Orientation
Institte for Sclencé Wrilcrs
at Annville, Pa.

The orticle says that in
Canada a natlonal commiilce
to study the ashestos problem
has becen organized under the

_sponsorship of the occupa-
tional heolth division of the
tederal department of na-
tional health and wellare.

It says special studies are
being conducted in the asbes-
tos-producing arcas of Thet-
ford Mincs and Ashestos In
Quebec and Casslar In British
Columbla. :

fn addition, the Inlema-
tional Unfon Against Concer
has orpanized a commitiee

. under Dr. 3. C. Giison of Car-

diff, Wales, to coficet cvi-
uence on the disease from
across the world.

‘The arficle quotes Dr. Ham-
mon as saying that until re
cently only 15 to 29 cases of
mcesothelioma were uncovered
annually in the Uniled Stales.

Bt he said the rate Is
climbing in the U.S. and Can-
ada and has been found fre-
quently among asbestos min-
ers In South Africa, Poland,

Finland and n«.na_z..u_aé_._». ,
DF. Hammon said it Is a se- -
rlous problem because the wse

.~ of ashcslos in building has in-

creascd in the last few years.

*On the Iace of it, the use
of ashestos would secem lo be
more scrious than sioking as
a threat to health beeause ¢ig>
arcttes are not esscntial, bul
it would be extremely difticult
10 build skyscrapers, or power
plants, or any one of a num-
ber of constiuctions wilhout
using asbestos for insulation,”
the arlicle quotes Dr, llam-
mond as saying.
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