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Growth of Clhioago Faotory

Replying to yours of Yerch ¢, I hand you herewith a brief outs
1ine oovering the growth of the compuny, which I have used
for a nunter of occasions. Thils contains soms items partious
1arly representing the eapitalization erd valus of seles,
which night well be trrated with moro or less eonfidense,

lowever, it does rive you a comprehensive pleture of the prowth
of the tusincse.

Now answering your gquestions more spevifically, the purchags of

the Calumet Plant in 18CC coturing nething more than ono tuild-

ing in whioh the present "B" dersrtment is locateds, It was only
two stories. I have no record of the mmber of nlls, but de

mow that the factory at that time manufsctured & few painte, mestly
for use by the Millman Comnarxy.

There were no faellities for maufacturing mamish at that time,
I may be able to truse when mamufucture of varaish was undertaken,
tut will not delsy sy reply for this rossarch.

Hp Partin came into the bhusiness with the Calumet Paint Company.
Additimal land was prrchasad from the Pullman Cowmpany in 1900,
and vhile I have no defintte record, I believs that wrnish

mam facture was started at thas tine,

The Chicapge Rarehcuse was moved %o a new warehouse building in
Xensington in 1903. This is the bullding s5111 acoupied by the
office and ateckkesping department.

I¢ vas tn 17203 that dry coler manmufacture was noved from Cleve-
Iand to Chioago, at which tims insectioide produotion was alse
urdertaken, the first {nsesticide being Paris Oreem, following
shortly after with Arsenate of Lesd and lime Sulphur,

In 1507 large additions wers mede, and $t was this year that the
bui lding housing &, C and D departmnent was ervoted. There were
other largs additions mads during this time, including the first
varnish storage bullding. During 19509 eonsiderably more land
was purchased, st which ti. e the Yhite Lead Department was start-
ed, Operations in making White Lead degan in 1910,

Ia 1914, as you ¥now, we first underteok the wanufacture of
Intermediates, This followed immediately after the outdresk
of the ware The desision to enter this business was mede by
the Manufaeturing Cosmittee on the very dsy in August that the
newspepsrs earried the announcement that the Germans had invaded

Belgium,

0007~SWP-043940

N23313



-2

The first work was done in Chicago in the Dry Color Department
on Beta Naphthol, FRobert Erown in charge. He reported progress
weekly to the Manufesturing Committee. Everything was going
along beautifully until along in October we got a letter advis-
ing that in the last stage of the operstion the whole batch
was spoiled and everything went wrong.

It was soon quite apparent that the Dry Color Department astaff
was so mich ocoupied in making dry colors thet they oould not
succensfuly develop meaufacturing processes for Dyss and Intere
mediates, You know more or less of the ohemists who were en~-
gaged, of the frantic attemptis to epeed vp duildings and equip~
ment and of the terrific amount of work which was undertakwn

in getting started in this new field. Everything was sacrificed
to speed, and the warious divisions of tho CP Department were
erected in rapid succession.

Time does not permit me to cover this fully, but it is a very
interesting and romantic story. Just as one highlight, we

had been paying sbout 40¢ a gallon for tolucl for making

stains. Shortly after the war started Fnglish snd French were
in the market dbuying this for I8I. The price went up to as high
as $4.00 a gallon. Ve sold all of our holdings and conktractse
Later, wanting to manufacture toluidine, we bought toluol at
something over $2.00 a gallon and were delayed iz the p.oduction,
and supplies ran ahead of consumption and the market deolined
ruch below our contraot price. You remember the toluidine
plant blew up and we had a bad fire.

Also in 1514 we gtarted to manufacture coal tar products. Farly
in 1917 we bdberan the production of acetic scid.

This I think covers the high spots, and I trust will be suffi-
cient for you to rourd out an interesting story.

General Supervigor of Coata

TEStD
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Growth of Chioage Festory

Replylng to yours of Merch 6, I hand you herewith a brief oute
1ine covering the growth of the company, which I have used
for a mumher of occasions, This contains some items partioue
larly representing the capitalization and valne of sales,
which might well te treated with more or less confidemse.

Horever, 1¢ does give you & comprehensive pioture of the growth
of the business,

Fow answering yocur questions more spescifically, the purchase of

the Calumet Plant 4n 1088 covering nothing more than one butld-

ing in which the present "B departwent is located, It was cnly
two storqieg, ! have no recorm' of the muther of mills, but do

Inow that the factory at that time manufactured a few paintas, mostly
for use by the Mullmea Company.

There wers no facilities for manufecturing vamish at that time,
1 mey Ye adle to trece when mamfacture of vamish was undertaken,
but will not delay my roply for this research.

Uy Vartin caume into th~ business with the Calumet Paint Company.
Additional land was purchased from ths Pullman Corpany in 1900,
and while I have no definite record, I believe that warnigh
manufacture was startsd at that time,

The Chioapo Warchouse was mnved t0 a new warehouse building in
Kensington in 1903. This 1 the building still cocupied by the
office and stockkeeping department.

I% wae in 1903 that dry color manufacture mas noved from Clevee
land to Chicago, at whieh timc inseeticide preduction was elso
undertaken, the first inseeticide bsaing Faris Green, following
shortly efter with Arsenate of Lead and Lime Sulphur.

In 1907 large additions were made, and it was this year that the
dullding housing 4, C and D department was erected, Thers were
pther large additions made during this time, including the first
wmmish storage bullding, During 1509 eonsiderably more land
was purchased, at which tire the White Lead Department wan start-
ed, Cperations in making White Lead bdegan in 1910,

In 1914, as you know, we first undertook the mnufacture of
Intermediatess This fellowed immediately after the outbresk
of the war, The decision to enter this business was mde by
the Kanufacturing Committee on the very day in Augusd that the
newspapers carried the ammouncenent that the Cermans hed invaded

Bo’.".\l-o
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The first work was done in Chicage in the Dry Celor Department
on Beta Naphthol, Fobert Brown {a charge. He reperted progress
wookly to the Mamufasturing Committes. Rverything was polrg
along beantifully until along in Ostober we get a lettor advis~
ing that in the last stage of the operatien tho whole bateh
wag spoiled snd everything went wrong.

It was soonr quite apparent that the Dry Color Department staff
was 80 mich ocoupied in making dry colors that they could not
successfuly develop manufacturing processes for Uyes and Inter-
mediates, You know more or le-s of the ohemiets who were en-
gaged, of the frantie attampte to epeed up buildings and equip—
ment and of the terrific mrount of work which was undertalbsn

in getting started in this new field, TFverything was sacrificed
to speed, ard the warious divisions of the CP Department were
erected in rupid suocession.

Time does not permit me %o cover this fully, but it is & very
interesting and rommntic story. Ji:st as cne highlight, we

hed been paying about 40¢ a gellon for toluol for wmkinp

stains. Bhortly after the war started ¥nglied snd French wore
in the market buying this for TST, The price went up to ae high
as $4.00 & gullon, Te so0ld all of our holdings and contmots.
later, vanting to mmmfacture toluldine, we btought telucl at

something over £2.00 a gallon end were delayed inm the production,

and supplies ran ahead of consumption and the mariet deolinnd
suich bolaw cur contract prices You remember the toluidine
plant blew up ard we had a bad fire,

Also in 1914 we started to manufacture ceal tar products. larly
in 1937 wo began the production of scetio aocid.

This I think covers the high spots, and I trust will be sufffie
cient for you to rourd cut an interesting story,

Gensral Supervisor of Costs

WRS D
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